
Draft Minutes: 

Town of New Haven, VT 

Town Lands Committee  

6:00 pm July 17, 2017   

 

1. Committee members and interested public gathered on the Munger St Bridge at 6pm 

and had a quick discussion of the problems with the public using Hillary Anderson’s 

property for parking and swimming at the river east of the Munger St. Bridge. She has 

allowed the informal use of the property as it has been a traditional swimming place for 

years. Recently the town improved the parking with additional tree clearing and gravel, 

which has resulted in an increase in use some of which is undesirable. Hillary and Kate 

were concerned about possible use of drugs and underaged drinking etc. They were 

encouraged to make their concerns known to the selectboard and it was suggested that 

they bring a suggested solution. The town may choose to do something or not because 

it is private property but it wouldn’t hurt to ask. 

 

2. Those present turned their attention to the parcel located on the corner of River Rd and 

Munger St. A rough path had been cut from River Rd down to the river. The first 10-12ft. 

are quite steep but then the trail slabs down to a beautiful deep pool on the river. Those 

present were reminded that the town owns to the south side of the river and that this 

would be a nice, though small, access point for use of the river. This secluded location is 

currently used as a swimming retreat and concern was expressed that the town might 

destroy its seclusion by developing a more public access. There is limited undeveloped 

level space for 4-5 cars at the top along River Rd. The question was brought up why the 

town needed to do anything at all with the property. Committee members explained 

that their task was to identify parcels and make recommendations as to future uses, 

maintenance, and/or disposal. No decisions would be made by the committee, that 

would lie with the selectboard. 

 

3. Walk to the O’Mara parcel west on River Rd. This parcel appears to be in partial use 

because someone is mowing a short path through the weeds. The path was used to 

access the riverbank which is littered with old junk cars. The property is relatively level 

and provides good access to the river other than the dense weeds and brush and the 

junk car issues. Attendees were interested in the cars and to see the foundation on the 

bordering property.   

 

4. Drive to Riverside Cemetery and view. Attendees observed the fence in need of repair 

and the overall condition of Riverside Cemetery. Generally, this seems in good repair 



with a few headstones out of place/leaning/broken. Polly would be willing to do some 

research to see whether this cemetery has been recorded on the state website. Some of 

the inscriptions would be good to record before they dissolve further. Steve mentioned 

that at one time the fence was supposed to be a scout project and that there had been 

money donated to the cemetery fund for fence repair. He will look into what ever 

happened to the repairs.  

 

5. Drive to Sumner/Dugout property and view: Those present were shown the 

approximate location of this property and given a little history about the dugout and the 

large culvert which was placed in the 1980s leading to a less curvy River Rd. They walked 

down to the river along a path but concluded that they were not on town property at 

that point. The parcel appears to be located entirely within the floodplain except that 

which has been developed by dumping gravel next to the road. It was mentioned that 

there seemed to be no need for this work and that the parcel had only a single point 

where it meets the river. The bugs drove attendees away. 

 

6. Adjourn 7:10pm 

Attendees: 

Tim Bouton – Lands Committee 

Steve DuPoise – Lands Committee 

Benj Putnam – Lands Committee 

Hillary Anderson – Landowner/abutter to Parcel #1 

Kate Van Dine – Landowner near Parcel #1 

Carole Hall – Interested Resident 

Polly Darnell – Interested Resident 


