New Haven Planning Commission Special Meeting October 17, 2016
New Haven Town Office

PC Members: Benjamin (Benj) Putnam, V.Chair, Francie Caccavo, Dan Monger and Pat Palmer

Absent: Rob Litch PC Staff: Dave Wetmore Visitors: John Madden

Rob called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. Dave Wetmore took minutes. The agenda was posted.

I

II.

Adjustments to Agenda:
1. Adjustments- none
2. Visitors’ Business:
a. John Madden- Provided the PC with reading material regarding his efforts to have the
Selectboard reconsider the agreement to host Anbaric.

PC BUSINESS

Town Plan update—

Selectboard has warned a public hearing on the Town Plan as it was submitted to them by the PC. The
hearing is scheduled for October 25. This draft does not include the work the SB has be completing.
Francie questioned how the new information from Tim Bouton and the reference to a planning workshop
referenced in Cindy’s e-mail fit into this request.

Benj- noted that Cindy had requested that the PC assemble information and draft a paragraph or two
outlining the public participation efforts, including FPF, Town Newsletter, survey completed, forum held
and attendance at PC meetings. It would be great to reference the number of public participating. Cindy is
looking for a summary that would be included in the Town Plan. Benj felt specific details are not
necessary. Dave will draft for PC review at next month’s meeting.

Dan- spoke of the new state law regarding siting of green energy projects and Shap Smiths comments.
Benj. spoke that the Legislature instructed the PSB to draft rules that will give substantial difference to
Town Plans regarding screening and siting. Unfortunately the PSB drafted a 20 page directive that will
likely be very time consuming and costly for towns trying to comply. John asked when and where does the
Quechee test come into play? Benj indicated that it has not been repealed, so it’s still a consideration but
interpreted differently by those applying it.

2. Energy Updates

a. Solar- Dave noted that the Town had a monetary settlement agreement w/Greg Beldick. Dave has
not seen the agreement, but the Town has received money.

b. VT Gas- seems all complete except for approx. 2000-ft in Hinesburg. John noted that his e-mail
correspondence suggest that Federal intervention may be pending. Dave noted Jim Dumont’s
request for the ZA’s in Middlebury, New Haven, Ferrisburgh and Monkton to take enforcement
action. At this point Jim is appealing Middlebury’s decision to not take enforcement action. Dave
sent a letter to Jim on October 4, 2016 stating the same. Dave has yet to receive an appeal.

c. Anbaric- John acknowledged the information he presented at visitors business. Dan stated that he
understood that the Anbaric agreement had been modified (increase in power??) in favor of
Anbaric. No one had any knowledge of this.

3. Bylaw update-

a. PC instructed Dave to prepare draft language that limits CO requirements to primary structures
and improved site plan review standards.
b. Expansion of Agricultural Farm business opportunities- Francie has worked to incorporate the PC

suggestions from last month.
i. Included forestry as well as agricultural uses. PC discussed the connect between a
forestry use and a wedding venue? Need to define what a forest/agricultural business is.
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There needs to be threshold. The idea is that the expanded agricultural enterprise should
be secondary to the primary agricultural/forestry use. John expressed that what the PC is
discussing is a commercial use in the agricultural districts which is not allowed under VT
Law. Benj. acknowledged that John has brought this up many times before and asked
John to provide a court case to prove his point.

ii. PC reviewed standard #2- Benj felt this needs to be more permissive, i.e. less restrictive.
What we don’t want is people pulling off the road or parking on the road, but the displays
at Lester Farm is attractive and should be allowed.

iii. Standard #3- Unwanted impacts should be considerate of the residential uses in the
surrounding area.

iv. Standard #11- Folks whom invest in the agricultural business need to be sure that their
business could be sold. Dave acknowledged this is different than a typical home business
which expires when the owner sells the property.

v. Francie will include PC comments and bring back at November meeting.

4. PC Clerk- Lynn Goldsmith not interested. Francie will contact Jean Simmons and advertise in the New
Haven Newsletter for November.

III. REVIEW OF MINUTES
1. 9/12/2016- Francie moved as drafted, Dan 2nds minutes approved 4-yes, 0-no

Iv. CORRESPONDENCE-
Draft Bristol Town Plan amendment, report
Draft Bristol Zoning amendment, report
Statewide parcel mapping program
John Madden V. New Haven, received 10/11/2016, in re HC changes on Horn
Wetland Permit # 2016-359
All-Hazards Resiliency plan for New Haven
FEMA management Institute 273 course- Dave has expressed an interest in attending. Participants are
responsible for mileage, lodging, and meals. Course is free. PC supports Dave’s participation.
10/17/2016- Francie’s revisions to “Farm/Forestry business draft standards”
10/17/2016- John Madden- Anbaric request for reconsideration

V. OTHER - NEXT MEETING- September 12, 2016- regular PC meeting

VI ADJOURNMENT- Pat moved to adjourn at 9:00 PM, Dan 2nds. Approved, 5 yes, 0 no.

Approved on:
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