New Haven Lands Committee

Recommendations as of 11/28/2017

The New Haven Lands Committee has completed its charge of visiting all New Haven-owned
lands identified in Beverly Landon’s packet with the exception of the two “swamp lots”. The
committee is respectfully submitting this final report as tasked at the committee’s initial
formation. The properties visited and the committee’s recommendations are:

Demers Park (Riverside Park) —
e Remove backstop
e Keep boulders where they are
e Pressure wash picnic tables
e Add signs (pack in — pack out, and dawn to dusk)
e Improve the aesthetics of the current gravel parking (possibly additional grave! but well
placed, rather than dumped)
e Clearinvasive species from River Rd down the hill to improve visibility from the road

No changes recommended to the access road (Discussed changing culvert to allow better
drainage for ball field but where the runoff would go is problematic)

Munger St/River Road Corner- (NW of the bridge)
e No changes necessary
e Town should keep lot as is because it may be needed sometime in the future for the
Munger St. bridge

River Road/0O’Mara Tax Sale property-
e Keep town’s ownership
e No changes necessary
e Town should see whether it would be a good idea to remove the junk cars lining the
riverbank.

Riverside Cemetery-
e Keep town’s ownership
e Look into repairing headstones
e Look for volunteer/s to record inscriptions on headstones

¢ Maintain perimeter fencing in good repair

Sumner/Dugway Parcel-
e Retain town ownership (important for sightlines and as pull-off for fishermen, etc.)

e Cease allfill/grading activity in this location



Sleeper Parcel-
e Retain for future use
* Make changes to tax map reflecting the change in property lines and town ownership.

¢ Identify and remove town-owned dead trees along property boundary

Town Center/King/Tebbetts Lot-

e Survey parcels and delineate dividing lines between School parcels and town parcels
(town east line appears to lie along the third base line more or less, and the separation
between town and school lands to the south are also unclear.)

e Since this original recommendation, Don Johnston has indicated that he had previously
completed a survey of these lots and is willing to re-mark the corners of the lots.

Town Garage and Larrow lots-
e Survey these lots to determine where the boundaries are. (Currently the property
owner to the west has a clearly defined boundary but all the others are unclear)
e Be cautious about pushing gravel, expanding parking, storing materials, etc. before
knowing the property lines.

Holden Property (aka Higbee’s pond)

e Retain property as firefighting water supply for the village area.

e Mow the pond dam regularly (2-3 X per year) to keep down brush

e Existing dam is breached and should be repaired ASAP (primary village firefighting water
supply)

¢ Dredge pond as part of the dam repair to the extent reasonably possible

e All work on or around should seek the appropriate State permits prior to
commencement of construction

Oullette Property
e Retain property for possible unknown future use.
e Task the road crew to periodically remove unwanted trash and other items from

property.

Town Green & Memorial Park
e Retain these properties for ongoing public uses.
e Take Don Johnston up on his offer to survey the town green and memorial park lots.
® Enterinto negotiations with the Village Green Market owners to create a shared parking
lot between the market and memorial park as suggested in Exhibit “A”.



The southerly portion of the lot be created for VGM customers and the northerly
portion would be available for public parking. (Handicapped parking should be
considered when marking parking spaces.)

Maintenance of pavement should be shared.

Once parking space has been identified, any remaining gravel should be returned to
grass and the northerly edge of the parking lot bordered by shrubs and curb stops.
Extend the western fence along the town green to prevent current parking
encroachments

Re-paint center line and add fog lines on Town Hill Rd. between VGM and the town
green to reflect former alignment and to allow an 8-10 ft paved shoulder between the
road and the current town green fence. (narrowing the lined roadway to 10-11 ft lanes
will reduce the speed of traffic in this area and make it safer for both cars and
pedestrians.)

Explore installation of historic plaque/information in memorial park showing old
foundation locations and historic photos of area.

Harper-Crewe Property (off N/S Highway)

Retain lot for future use and/or natural area

Accept Don Johnston’s offer to create a draft site plan showing a proposed ROW
location that accesses the lot.

If willing, enter into negotiations with Jean Choquette to establish a right of way across
her property to access this lot.

Negotiate with affected landowners to “throw-up” the southerly portion of the
North/South highway preferably at the Mitchell northerly line. (Only after a ROW has
been deeded to the Harper-Crewe lot in a location negotiated between Jean Choquette
and the Town.)

West Cemetery

Keep town’s ownership

Look into repairing headstones

Look for volunteer/s to record inscriptions on headstones

Maintain perimeter fencing in good repair (Roadside fence is currently damaged due to
a falling tree. Tree has been removed but fence top rail is bent.

Note on surveys:

A schedule of surveying all town-owned properties should be budgeted over the next
few years and boundaries of each property should be confirmed and re-marked on a
rotating schedule (5 years?).



¢ All corners should be marked with suitable monuments (pipes or rebar) so that they
may be easily found in the future
¢ All corners should have their coordinates recorded so they can be found easily via GPS.

e Town should undertake a schedule of walking boundaries once they are known.

Committee close-out:
e The committee members have all enjoyed this task and have worked hard to complete it
as scheduled with the exception of the so-called “swamp lots”.
e The committee members have expressed a willingness to extend their time period and
expand the number of properties to include:
1. “swamp lot” site visits once the ground has frozen
2. The town gravel pit located in Bristol
3. The “mystery” parcel with no tax ID # located off River Road.
e Any extension would encompass a maximum of 2 meetings February 15, and March 15
with the same pre-meeting site visits as scheduled under the original committee’s task
following a break for the holidays.

Respectfully submitted 11/28/2017
New Haven Town Lands Committee
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