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INTRODUCTION 
The Town Plan is a visionary document for all aspects of what the Town would like to see 
happen over the next 8 years and serves as a reference for all planning and zoning 
decisions. Once adopted, the Town Plan will  be used to guide: 
ü the Selectboard as it  prepares the 4Ï×ÎȭÓ annual budget, and its 5 -year capital plan; 
ü the 4Ï×ÎȭÓ Planning Commission as it  revises the 4Ï×ÎȭÓ Zoning and Subdivision 

Regulations; 
ü the 4Ï×ÎȭÓ Development Review Board (DRB) as it  reviews new development 

proposals; 
ü the 4Ï×ÎȭÓ Conservation Commission as it  identifies and works to protect important  

natural resources; 
ü the State of Vermont and Regional Planning Commission in determining New (ÁÖÅÎȭÓ 

eligibility  for state grants and project funding; 
ü State regulatory proceedings: Act 250 requires development projects to conform to 

the Town Plan, and utility  and road projects under Section 248 also consider goals of 
the Town Plan. 

The 2025 New Haven Town Plan has been created through significant input from the 
community, with all Planning Commission meetings open to the public throughout the review 
and adoption process. On February 12, 2024, the Planning Commission held its first warned 
public hearing, followed by a second warned public hearing on January 13, 2025.  

New (ÁÖÅÎȭÓ past and present form the foundation for our vision of ÔÈÅ 4Ï×ÎȭÓ future. Our 
Town Plan contains policies and recommendations based on that vision to guide future 
development in the Town. For more than 260 years, New (ÁÖÅÎȭÓ economy, land use, 
character and way of life has been, and remains, strongly linked to agriculture. We have a 
fervent desire to continue this strong agricultural  and rural  heritage, and the scenic, 
cultural and natural landscape it creates. 

Each of the seven chapters ɀ Local Population,  Local Economy, Utilities  and Facilities  
Plan, Transportation,  Land Use, Flood Resilience, and Enhanced Energy  Plan -- begin 
with  a reflection on our 4Ï×ÎȭÓ history, and an assessment of how that heritage has 
changed over time before addressing the question of what kind of future development we 
do or do not want. Each chapter ends with  proposed Goals and Objectives that provide a 
balanced pathway toward an attractive vision for the Town as a whole. 

In addition to staff photos, SPECIAL THANKS goes to local photographer Kim Callahan for her 
contribution to the Town Plan. 

 

New (ÁÖÅÎȭÓ sense of place and community is both our strongest link  to our past and the 
foundation of our future. To meet the challenges that the Town faces, and to create a 
vibrant  and sustainable future consistent with  regional objectives, this Plan proposes the 
following Over-Arching Goals and Objectives that are expanded upon in subsequent 
chapters: 

1. Support the preservation of New (ÁÖÅÎȭÓ agricultural  heritage. 
2. Protect and preserve New (ÁÖÅÎȭÓ natural resources and wildlife  habitats. 
3. Maintain the rural  and agricultural  scenic character of New Haven. 

OVER-ARCHING GOALS 
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4. Encourage density housing to improve affordability  for New Haven residents, and to 
preserve land for agriculture, open space, and habitat. 

5. Promote New (ÁÖÅÎȭÓ sense of community and civic institutions.  
6. Continue raising awareness within  the community on what individuals might do to 

reduce their  carbon footprints . 
7. The goal of the Enhanced Energy Plan, approved by town vote July 28, 2021, is to 

comply with  the Vermont State mandate to reduce greenhouse gas pollution  by 80%  
compared to 1990 levels by 2050. The Energy Plan seeks to achieve this goal by 
specifying how to both reduce the use of fossil fuels and expand the production of local 
renewable energy. By adopting the Enhanced Energy Plan, in accordance with  
Vermont requirements, New Haven acquired a substantial deference in the approval 
of renewable energy developments within its borders. 

8. Coordinate the Town planning and zoning activities with  regional and state interests 
by continuing to be involved in all local, regional, and state planning and 
development issues to ensure that the 4Ï×ÎȭÓ citizens are well represented. 

9. Each board (i.e., Selectboard, Conservation Committee, Development Review  Board, 
Planning Commission, Transportation Advisory Board, Park Committee) should conduct 
an annual review of the Town Plan to determine their roles in implementing goals. 

GEOGRAPHY  
U.S. Route 7 runs north-south through the town, connecting Vergennes and Middlebury. 
Vermont Route 17 crosses Route 7 at New Haven Junction, and runs east into Bristol  and 
west to Addison, and the Crown Point Bridge over Lake Champlain into New York. The 
Town has a total area of 41.5 square miles. 

New Haven is in north-central Addison County in the Champlain Valley and is bordered by 
the towns of Ferrisburgh  and Monkton  to the north, Bristol  to the east, Middlebury  to 
the south, Weybridge  to the southwest, and Waltham  to the northwest. The Town of 
Addison  also touches New Haven at one corner.  

COMPATIBILITY WITH NEIGHBORING TOWNS  
Ferrisburgh : Most of the border land in Ferrisburgh is rural residential with a small area of 
conservation land along Mud Brook, which is similarly identified as conservation in New Haven. 
Monkton: New Haven shares Lime Kiln Road and North Street with Monkton, and also a section 
of the Orb Weaver Farm property. It is zoned rural agricultural, and partly a flood hazard 
district.  
Bristol ȡ 4ÈÅ ÁÒÅÁ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÄÊÏÉÎÓ .Å× (ÁÖÅÎ ÔÏ "ÒÉÓÔÏÌ ÉÓ ÉÎ "ÒÉÓÔÏÌȭÓ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ #ÏÎÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÚÏÎÉÎÇ 
district (CON-25), which allows density of only 1 unit per 25 acres, or the Rural Agricultural 5 
(RA5) zoning district, which establishes a 5-acre minimum lot size. 
Middlebury : Otter Creek, Mud Creek, Route 7, the railroad, Halpin Road and Munger Street 
extend south into Middlebury. The Vermont Gas Systems (VGS) pipeline and the VELCO power 
line also travel through New Haven to Middlebury. Both towns endorse buffers as a means of 
protecting water quality, and areas adjacent to Middlebury include the Rural Planning Area, 
much of which has been developed with residential lots along the road and 10-25 acre lots away 
from the road. 
Weybridge : The northeast corner of Weybridge abuts New Haven, most of which is designated 
as agricultural and zoned as an RA-10 district with 10 -acre zoning. This is largely compatible 
with the Weybridge designation of the Otter Creek Gorge and Quaker  Village planning areas. 
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Walthamȡ 7ÁÌÔÈÁÍ ÂÏÒÄÅÒÓ .Å× (ÁÖÅÎ ÏÎ ÉÔÓ ÅÁÓÔÅÒÎ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÕÔÈÅÒÎ ÂÏÕÎÄÁÒÉÅÓȢ 7ÁÌÔÈÁÍȭÓ 
Agricultural/Residential Land Use Section calls for primarily agricultural uses interspersed with 
rural residential development. The Mountain/Forested Land use Section ÏÆ 7ÁÌÔÈÁÍȭÓ 4Ï×Î 
Plan focuses ÏÎ ÐÒÅÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÅÓÔ ÂÌÏÃË ÓÕÒÒÏÕÎÄÉÎÇ "ÕÃË -ÏÕÎÔÁÉÎȢ .Å× (ÁÖÅÎȭÓ 0ÌÁÎ 
designates its boundary area with Waltham as either Rural Agricultural Land Use Area all along 
7ÁÌÔÈÁÍȭÓ ÅÁÓÔÅÒÎ ÂÏÒÄÅÒ ÁÎÄ Á ÐÏÒÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 7ÁÌÔÈÁÍȭÓ ÓÏÕÔÈÅrn border or Forest District on the 
ÐÏÒÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 7ÁÌÔÈÁÍȭÓ ÓÏÕÔÈÅÒÎ ÂÏÒÄÅÒ ÎÅÁÒ "ÕÃË -ÏÕÎÔÁÉÎ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÅÓÔ ÓÔÒÁÄÄÌÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÔÏ×Î 
line. Accordingly, the land uses in the Towns are compatible and complementary. 
Addison:  The Towns of Addison and New Haven share a number of goals including support for 
maintaining a rural, agricultural way of life, diversifying and strengthening the economy, and 
improving water quality. 
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HISTORY 
New Haven was chartered in 1761 by Governor Wentworth  of New Hampshire. Proprietors 
under the Wentworth  Charter handled civic affairs until  the citizenry was able to form a 
government. The first  official Town Meeting and election of officers was held in March of 
1787. 

In the well-researched 1986 book, A History of New Haven in Vermont 1761-1983, Harold 
Farnsworth, and others examine the geological and political  beginnings of New Haven in 
Part One. Part Two discusses houses and their  owners based on location by early school 
district  numbers. Copies are available in the Town Library, or for sale in the Town Office, 
both located at 78 North Street in New Haven. 

In 1992, the Vermont State Register of Historic Places/Vermont Division for Historic 
Preservation printed  a 12-page booklet about buildings in New Haven. Complete with 
photographs and maps, there are over 100 structures located within  New Haven listed in 
the State Register of Historic Places. Some include: 

Bottum Farm, 1423 North Street, New Haven  
Listed in the National Register March 7, 2008  

Significant Years: 1855, 1920, 1958 
Areas of Significance: Architecture & Agriculture 

New Haven Junction  Depot (moved  to 78 North  Street 
from Jct. U.S.7 and Vt. 17 in 
February 2021) Listed in 
National Register Mar . 7, 2008 
Significant Years: 1825-1849; 1850-1874  
Areas of Significance: Architecture & Transportation 
 

Lampson School, Jct. of River Road &  Sumner Road 
Listed  in  National  Register  

March  7, 2008 

Significant Years: 1850-1874, 1875-1899, 

1900-1924, 1925-1949 

        Areas of Significance: Architecture & Education 

 

New Haven-7ÅÙÂÒÉÄÇÅ 2ÁÔÔÌÉÎȭ "ÒÉÄÇÅȟ  

Town Hwy. 11, Morgan Horse Farm Rd., over 
Otter Creek  
Listed in National Register June 7, 
2006  
Significant Years: 1900-1924, 1925-
1949, 1950-1974 
Areas of Significance: Transportation & Engineering 

 

Union  Church, Jct. River  Rd. & East St. 
Significant Years: 1850-1874, 1875-1899; 

           1900-1924, 1925-1949 

          Areas of Significance: Architecture & Social History 

Photograph Courtesy of Kim Callahan 
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CHAPTER ONE: LOCAL POPULATION 
 

Demographically, New Haven as of the 2020 U.S. Census, has a population of 1,683, down 44 
from the 2010 census. The Town has yet to surpass its historic high of 1,834 set in 1830. 
Like all of Vermont, our average age is increasing with  more retirees than young families. 
This shift has reduced the number of children enrolled at Beeman Elementary, and the 
number of adults available to volunteer for all the functions of our local government. 

1.1 HOUSEHOLDS 
The 2022 American Community Survey (hereinafter referred to as ACS) counted 738 
households in New Haven; 403 were married couples, 102 were co-habitating couples, 126 
males living alone, and 107 females living alone. Of these households, only 135 had children 
under the age of 18 (18.3%). A sharp decrease from 2010 data showing 27% of households 
had children under the age of 18. 

 

 

[Sources: 2020 U.S. Census and 2022 American Community Survey] 
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1.2 EDUCATION 
2022 ACS data showed an improvement in the high school graduation rate over 2010 
figures, with  96.4% of the population having graduated high school, up from 91% in 2010. 
34.5% of New Haven residents had a ÂÁÃÈÅÌÏÒȭÓ degree or above, versus 29% in 2010. 

As of August 28, 2024, there were 55 New Haven high school students, and 22 New Haven 
middle school students attending Mount Abraham Union High School in Bristol. Total 
number of students enrolled at Mt. Abe as of August 28, 2024, was 577. The total number of  
students enrolled at the Beeman Elementary School in New Haven was 82 in grades K-6. 
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1.3 HOUSING 
In 2020, there were 765 housing units in New Haven, up from 733 in 2010. These housing 
numbers, compared to population, demonstrate that family sizes have become smaller. 
Fewer people are living in more housing units. The vacancy rate per total housing units was 
6.0% in 2010, and 6.4% in 2020. 

According to Town zoning permit  data, 76 homes were built  in New Haven between 2010 
and 2020. Census data shows that 81.3% of residents own their own homes. Of the 18.7% who 
rent, the 2022 American Community Survey shows that the median gross rent in New Haven is 
$1,232, which is higher than the county average of $1,153. Broken down, these numbers show 
32.1% of renters pay between $500 and $999/month, 62.4% pay between $1,000 and $1,499, 
and 5.6% of renters pay over $1,500/month. 
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GOAL 1: 
To protect New (ÁÖÅÎȭÓ scenic, rural  and agricultural  character while supporting a 
diverse range of housing options and business opportunities. 
OBJECTIVE A: 
Strengthen the traditional pattern of small, densely settled enclaves, surrounded by large 
ÁÒÅÁÓ ÏÆ ÆÁÒÍ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒÅÓÔÌÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ 4Ï×ÎȭÓ ÒÕÒÁÌ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÉÎÔÁÉÎ 
an adequate base of working  lands. 
OBJECTIVE B: 
Promote sustainable development, reinforcing traditional  land use patterns and 
Town development policies, maximizing energy efficiency and conservation through 
weatherization of existing structures and appropriate siting and design of new 
structures. 
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OBJECTIVE C: 
Maintain the Town Community Center (also referred to as the Town Offices) that 
includes the Town offices and library,  and the Town Green as the hub of community 
life and promote the development of a strong Town Center. 

GOAL 2: 
Encourage housing that supports a diverse population, allowing those who choose to 
do so to live in New Haven throughout their  lives, while maintaining the 4Ï×ÎȭÓ 
rural character. 
OBJECTIVE A: 
Allow development of senior and affordable housing, particularly  in proximity  to the 
Village Center, Junction and major travel corridors  where residents will  have more 
convenient access to services and transportation. 
OBJECTIVE B: 
Cooperate with  and support efforts to provide affordable and senior housing for 
Town residents. 

GOAL 3: 
Look to our surrounding towns as planning collaborators and stewards of our shared 
natural resources. 
OBJECTIVE A: 
Working with adjoining towns to develop recreational corridors for enjoyment of the  
ÒÅÇÉÏÎȭÓ ÁÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÌÁÎÄÓÃÁÐÅ ɉÉȢÅȢ 4ÒÉÁÎÇÌÅ "ÉËÅ ,ÏÏÐȟ 4ÒÁÉÌ !ÒÏÕÎÄ  
Middlebury [TAM]).  
OBJECTIVE B: 
Work with neighboring towns, organizations, and state agencies to develop 
sustainable energy resources in the region and coordinate energy planning initiatives. 
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CHAPTER TWO: LOCAL ECONOMY 
New (ÁÖÅÎȭÓ family farms and agriculture-related businesses contribute to the local and 
regional economy, define the ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ character and preserve the 4Ï×ÎȭÓ cultural 
heritage. Farming operations active in New Haven include dairy, Christmas trees, poultry, 
beef, sheep, pigs (with  year-round meat products available from home businesses and local 
markets), fruit  and vegetable farms, pick-your-own berry farms, roadside stands, vineyards, 
and horse stables. 

The Addison County Fair and Field Days is a popular yearly event each August, drawing 
locals and visitors to celebrate the wide variety of agricultural  endeavors, animal exhibits 

and competitions. 

The 2017 4Ï×Î 0ÌÁÎ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÅÄ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÄÅÓÉÒÅ ÆÏÒ 
increased support for local small and home-based 
businesses, now reflected in the New Haven Zoning 
and Subdivision Regulations adopted April 2024 [see 
Section 423, p. 24 Home Occupations, and 
Section 610, pp. 30-31 Home Businesses]. 
 

The total land area in New Haven is 26,576 acres, of 

which 7% (1,949 

acres) is considered 

prime agricultural soil; 58% (15,381 acres) is classified by the 

USDA as soils of statewide or agricultural importance; and 

35% (9,253 acres) is non-agricultural  soil. 

To sustain agricultural  use beyond this generation, the 
Town discourages or precludes development in areas with 
the best agricultural land. The Town also encourages 
diversified agricultural and agriculture-related business 
uses of smaller parcels, including farmstands and local 
food production. [See Town of New Haven Zoning and Subdivision Regulations adopted 
April  2024, Section 531, p. 29 Roadside Agriculture Stands] 

Density-based zoning provides a means for permitting  flexible development to maintain 
open land for farming, environmental protection and scenic viewsheds. 

2.1 EMPLOYMENT 

In New Haven, the 2020 U.S. Census showed that 53.4% of workers were employed by a 
private company, 19.4% reported being self-employed, and 27% were non-profit/ 
government workers. New (ÁÖÅÎȭÓ Zoning and Subdivision Regulations support home 
occupations and businesses as a tool to increase economic development within the Town. 
These small businesses, along with  agricultural -related businesses, increase employment 
opportunities  within  the Town, and decrease the need for long commutes. 

           Photo Courtesy of Kim Callahan 
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According to the 2020 U.S. Census, approximately 77.1% of wage earners work  within 
Addison County, while an estimated 22.7% commute outside the county. Approximately 
57% of workers commute between 10 and 20 minutes to work, 9% commute less than 10 
minutes, and 33.7% commute more than 25 minutes. 
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2.2 INCOME 
Even before the sharp increase in housing prices during and after the Covid pandemic, 2020 
census data shows that 58.9% of houses in New Haven cost over $300,000. The median 
income of New Haven residents is $92,396. The percentage of residents earning less than 
$100,000 in household income per year is 53.7%, which means that well over half of the 
housing stock is unaffordable (based on the general rule of thumb that no more than one- 
third  or 33.3% of ÏÎÅȭÓ income should be spent on housing). 

A shortage of affordable housing is not unique to New Haven; it  is a statewide issue; 
however, the lack of municipal sewer and water in New Haven means the cost of purchasing 
enough acreage to permit  a drilled  well and a septic system often pushes both single-family 
homes and multi -dwelling units beyond the reach of most people. Grants routinely  become 
available for large infrastructure  projects, such as water and sewer systems, but the 
secondary issue is where to build these systems. 

GOAL 1: 
To foster a diverse economy by accommodating small businesses, clean light 
industries, and agri-business. 
OBJECTIVE A: 
Support  residents who choose to work  from home or operate home-based 
businesses to the extent that such activities are of a scale and impact that is 
compatible with surrounding land uses. 
OBJECTIVE B: 
Encourage residents working  from home or operating home-based businesses to 
reuse existing accessory buildings for their  operations. 
OBJECTIVE C: 
Guide new small businesses to appropriate locations, particularly  currently  vacant or 
under-utilized commercial or industrial  buildings or sites. 
OBJECTIVE D: 
Ensure availability  of local childcare by being receptive to childcare proposals as 
home occupations and/or  conditional uses for larger facilities. 
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CHAPTER THREE: UTILITIES & FACILITIES 
PLAN 

3.1 TOWN LANDS 
The Town of New Haven owns numerous parcels of land. Except for the Town Gravel Pit 
(located in Bristol), all are located within  Town boundaries. Town-owned parcels total 
approximately 34.47 acres and range in size from a 7.4-acre lot in the Town Hill  Swamp to a 
.2-acre gore lot off River Road. 

                           TOWN-OWNED PROPERTIES IN NEW HAVEN 

PARCEL # MAP # ACRES LOCATION 
0060 #1 2.10  Plank Road 

0208 #5 0.72  Main Street 
0222 #15  4.45 Town Office,Town Hall, Depot  North Street 

0232 #6  1.9 (Town Shed)  Main Street 

0249   0.46  Main Street 

0280 #15  0.9 (Town Green)  Main Street 

0281-100 #15  0.33  Main Street 

0390 #7  3.40 (old A. Johnson)  northwesterly off Vt. Rt. 17 

0435 #9  1.70  Cove Road 

0476 #8  5.4 (swamp)  Town Hill Swamp 

0528 #8  7.4 (swamp)  Town Hill Swamp 

0552 #9  0.20 (vacant land)  River Road 

0714 #13  5.1 (Demers Park)  River Road 

0765 #13  0.41 (vacant land)  River Road 

3.2 STRUCTURES 

TOWN 
The Town owns four major structures: 1) the Town Hall; 2) the Town Community Center; 3) the 
Town Shed/Fire Department complex; and 4) the Train Depot, relocated from New Haven 
Junction in January 2022. 

The Town Hall, on North Street, houses the school cafeteria on the ground floor and a combination 
gymnasium and meeting space on the second floor. 

The Town Shed/Fire Department, off Main Street, consists of a large, fully  enclosed garage, 
divided into separate spaces for the Road and Fire Departments, as well as a separate, three-
sided, multi-bay shed to house road equipment and supplies. 
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LIBRARIES 
The New Haven Community Library  is 
housed in the New Haven Community 
Center. Beeman Elementary School 
maintains its own school library  in the 
school building. 

The New Haven Community Library, 
established in 1901, provides free 
resources, programming, and services 
available for everyone in the town. All 
offerings are developed in response to 
the needs and interests of the community and continuously re-evaluated. 

The library is 977 square feet and houses a collection of books, DVDs, audio books, computers 
for public use, a free seed library, used books for sale by donation, museum passes, puzzles, 
games, toys, and activity kits. Digital resources are also a major pÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÂÒÁÒÙȭÓ ÏÆÆÅÒÉÎÇÓȟ 
including free e-books, audio books, film, and show streaming. There is a children's section, 
drop-in art table, a meeting area for community groups, and spaces for individuals to work or 
access education. Other services include free Wi-Fi, a volunteer program, printing, copying, and 
technical assistance. The library  is also a hub for bringing people together, including those facing 
social isolation. 

Programming offerings include everything from weekly gleaned produce giveaways (with  HOPE) 
and Summer Meal Kits for Kids (with MAUSD), to magic shows, summer reading programs, 
special topics book clubs, a monthly book club, concerts, tree giveaways, varied educational 
programming, pot-luck cookbook club, crafting events, author presentations, visits from Beeman 
and the ELP program, displays from the New Haven Historical Society and a local preschool, free 
book giveaways, live animal visits, crafts at local events, story walks, and more. 

A board of five elected trustees govern the library, which is currently open 23 hours a week. The 
Library  Director, Ruth Shattuck Bernstein, oversees day-to-day operations. A separate non-profit 
organization, the Friends of New Haven Community Library group promotes the library and 
raises supplemental funds. 

The library collection, programs, services, and facility will continue to grow and evolve to meet 
the needs of the community. However, the emphasis on life-long learning and creativity, free and 
equitable access, information and resources, and community-building will remain.  

 

3.3 OTHER PUBLIC SITES 

RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS 
Within the Town of New Haven are three church buildings. The Congregational Church of New 
Haven, Vermont, Inc. is located south of the Village Green at 91 Town Hill  Road in the center of 
Town. The Union Church of New Haven Mills is located in an historic church building on East 
Street and is used seasonally for services and social events in the summer months. The New 
Haven United Reform Church is located at 1660 Ethan Allen Highway north of the New Haven 
River.

Photo Courtesy of Kim Callahan 
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POST OFFICE 
The New Haven Post Office is located at 73 Main Street near the New Haven Junction. The Town 
supports this local post office, which is convenient not only for New Haven residents and 
businesses, but also for travelers and 
commuters along the Route 7 corridor. 
Like many rural  post offices, this facility 
is privately owned and leased to the US 
Postal Service. 

FIRE HOUSE 
The New Haven fire station is owned by 
the Town and located at 1839 Main Street. 
The Town purchased land to house a new fire station in September 2024. The property  is located 

on Route 17 not far from the village and purchased from the 
Vermont Electric Power Company (VELCO). New Haven residents 
voted on Town Meeting Day in 2023 to spend up to $70,000 of 
the 4Ï×ÎȭÓ American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds to purchase 
the 5-acre parcel. The Town has found a wastewater treatment 
spot for the fire station on a nearby property and secured an 
easement to access it, which will help the Fire 

Department in securing funding to build a new station. 

STATE POLICE BARRACKS 
The New Haven State Police Barracks, located at 2490 Ethan 
Allen Highway, includes a meeting room that can be used 
by community organizations. 

3.4 RECREATION 
The Town is served by a Park Committee that is responsible 
for oversight of the Town Green and DeMers Park on River 
Road. The Town Green contains picnic tables, benches and a 
gazebo (with  electric 
power).  
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DeMers Park provides residents with  river  access, numerous sand and gravel beaches, and 
swimming holes that change with seasonal floods. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beeman Elementary School grounds and the area behind the Community Center include several 
play structures, an outdoor basketball court and a soccer/baseball field. These are often used by 
Townspeople during non-school hours and allow for the existence of a soccer league.  
 
The Town Hall is host to many extra-curricular activities, 
including fund-raising events for local organizations, 

meeting space and 
informal basketball 
play. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Courtesy of Kim Callahan 
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New Haven has one legal trail 
(formerly a Class 4 Road), which 
Connects Route 17 near Addison 
County Field Days site with Pearson 
Road. The trail runs generally east- 
west and is approximately a mile 
long. The western half of the trail 
has been maintained by Dubois 
Brothers in Addison. The eastern 
Half of the trail has not been 
maintained. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The trail  is open to pedestrian, bicycle and equestrian use, and to snowmobiles when snow cover 
allows. The views from the elevated midpoint are quite beautiful and encompass the rolling hills 
around the scenic Field Days valley, providing a popular spot for picnics. 
 

.Å× (ÁÖÅÎȭÓ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÄÉÒÔ ÒÏÁÄÓȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌÌÙ ÓÌÏ× ÔÒÁÆÆÉÃ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÎÙ ÓÃÅÎÉÃ ÖÉÅ×Óȟ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ 
ample opportunity  for recreational walking, running and horseback riding. The Town maintains 
sidewalks in a limited portion of the Village Center and adjacent to the Village District, allowing 
safer pedestrian passage between the Town Green, adjacent to the general store, the Beeman 
School, playground, ball fields, and the Town Offices and Library. 
Hunting and fishing also play an important  role in the recreational, cultural, and economic 
environment of the Town. The Town has an ordinance precluding firearms discharge in the 
Village District. 
Hunting is otherwise common throughout the Town on unposted open lands. Hunters in 
Vermont must first complete a hunter safety course prior to obtaining seasonal hunting licenses. 
Information on course availability can be obtained from the Vermont Department of Fish and 
Wildlife:  Home | Vermont Fish & Wildlife  Department (vtfishandwildlife.com)  

The New Haven River is a crown jewel of Vermont trout fisheries. Originating on Breadloaf 
Mountain in Ripton, the river descends steeply through Lincoln and Bristol. The grade levels out 
through New Haven, where it  is joined by Notch Brook and the Muddy Branch. Fishing conditions 
are quite diverse, including pockets, riffles, log jams, slow meanders and deep pools. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

https://vtfishandwildlife.com/
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4ÈÅ Ȱ$ÏÇ 4ÅÁÍȱ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÖÅÒ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ 2ÏÕÔÅ χ ÁÎÄ the Otter Creek is heavily stocked, features strong 
hatches, and has a series of waterfalls making this a popular area to fish. The New Haven River Anglers 
Association is a local non-profit that provides information and events regarding local fishing. 

 

3.5 PUBLIC UTILITIES AND SERVICES 
As of 2024 the Town provides no Town-owned utilities.  Town-provided services are limited  to 
recycling, schools, road maintenance, library and support for emergency services. 

WASTEWATER 
Septic disposal is the responsibility  of individual  homeowners. 

WATER SUPPLY 
Most residences in Town are serviced by private water supplies in the form of deep-drilled  wells. 
Some community members utilize springs as their water source. The school is served by a well. 
4ÈÅ Ȱ4Ï×Î 7ÅÌÌȟȱ ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÊÕÎÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ -ÁÉÎ 3ÔÒÅÅÔ ÁÎÄ 4Ï×Î (ÉÌÌ 2ÏÁÄȟ ÉÓ ÁÃÃÅÓÓÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 
fire department, but provides an insufficient water supply for firefighting. Water supply for 
firefighting purposes is drawn from surface water, ponds and streams. For the past 20+ years, 
the fire department, with  assistance from state and federal grants, has installed dry hydrants at 
the most commonly used water supply locations. These dry 
 hydrants allow for more dependable access to water sources 
year-round. Increased residential and commercial growth 
in the future will  increase the need for water to fight fires, 
while increased electrical generation facilities in the Town 
 increases fire risk and hazards to firefighters. 

EMERGENCY SERVICES 
Fire coverage within the Town is provided by the independent New Haven Volunteer Fire 
Department, Inc., which provides for additional expanded capacity through a mutual aid 
agreement with  other county fire departments. The Town and the Fire Department have a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) setting out the 4Ï×ÎȭÓ support for the Department. The 
Fire Department includes a First Response Unit, which obtains emergency medical service (EMS) 
transport  support from Vergennes, Middlebury or Bristol. Law enforcement is provided by the Vermont 
State Police, and the Addison County Sheriff Department provides routine traffic enforcement under 
contract to the Town. New Haven is committed to reducing known hazards through mitigation of those 
hazards through cost-effective solutions. The Town has adopted an All-Hazards Mitigation  Plan, which 
identifies known hazards and proposes projects that will mitigate some of the effects of those hazards 
ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 4Ï×ÎȭÓ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓȡ 1 (vt.gov) 

HEALTH SERVICES 
New Haven residents have access to a variety of healthcare services and providers in the neighboring 
towns of Middlebury, Vergennes, and Bristol. A local organization, Mountain Health Center and 
Dentistry, was formed to improve access to health and dental care in the area and provide primary care,  
with an emphasis on preventive services and management of chronic disease. The Open Door Clinic, a 
facility in Middlebury providing free medical care for uninsured and under-insured adults, is also 
accessible to New Haven residents. Improved access to healthcare services is increasingly important 
given the higher percentages of older residents currently living in Town and expected to be living here 
for future years. 

 

https://anrweb.vt.gov/PubDocs/DEC/FoF/Production/PDFs/LocalHazardMitigationPlan_New%20Haven_Uploaded_2021_07_16_at_2_42_01PM.pdf
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SOLID WASTE 
For residents of New Haven, solid waste management services are provided by the 
Addison County Solid Waste Management District  (ACSWMD) located at 1223 Route 7 
South in Middlebury for solid waste disposal. However, the District  Transfer Station does 
not accept residential trash by the bag or residential recycling, leaving residents with  two 
waste/recycling disposal options: 1 )  Contract with  a licensed hauler for curbside pickup; or 
2 ) Visit their  municipal drop-off location where a designated hauler receives the waste 
material for a per-bag fee. 

In September of 
2024, ACSWD 
constructed a 
satellite 
residential transfer 
station on 65 
Campground Road 
in New Haven, 
close to Route 7. 
As of this writing, 
the facility is 
meant for 
residential 
recycling, bagged 
trash, leaf and yard 
debris, and food 
scraps. Large loads, 
bulky wastes and 
special wastes 
should be directed 
to the District 
Transfer Station in 
Middlebury.  
 

  

 

              UTILITIES 
New Haven residents are within  the Vermont Gas and Green Mountain Power electric 
serviced area. Energy generation and transmission facilities are described in the Enhanced 
Energy Plan, page 46. The Town is served by several telephone, cable, and internet  service 
companies. Landline phone service is provided by Consolidated Communications (f/k/a  
Fairpoint)  or Waitsfield Champlain Valley Telecom. Internet/television  cable service 
providers include Xfinity, Comcast, Maple Broadband, and Waitsfield Champlain Valley 
Telecom. Free Wi-Fi is available at the Town Library. 

GOAL 1: 
To manage the rate of industrial,  commercial and residential growth in accordance 
with  the capacity of the Town to provide services (i.e., fire, road maintenance, 
trash/recycling, school). 
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OBJECTIVE A: 
Ensure rate/size of growth is commensurate with  small village and rural  character of 
the Town, and zoning regulations are tailored to appropriate rate of growth. 
OBJECTIVE B: 
Monitor  level of services in Town and build appropriate capacity as needed. 

GOAL 2: 
To protect and strengthen New Haven Village as a civic and historic center for the 
Town. 
OBJECTIVE A: 
Maintain state Village Center designation for New Haven Village. 
OBJECTIVE B: 
Explore opportunities  to enhance vitality  of the Village Center. 
OBJECTIVE C: 
Continue to explore opportunities to enhance the vitality of the Village Center through State 
Designation process. 
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CHAPTER FOUR: TRANSPORTATION 
The Town of New Haven currently  contains the following  transportation  resources: 
ü 7.7 miles of federally designated highway (Route 7) 
ü 7.2 miles of state highway (Route 17) 
ü 17.67 miles of Class 2 town highways 
ü 31.23 miles of Class 3 town highways 
ü 1.14 miles of Class 4 town highways 
ü 1.12 miles of legal trails 
ü 7.4 miles of private roads 
ü 7.5 miles of state-owned railroad bed with  2 sidings 

4.1 VEHICULAR TRANSPORTATION 

STATE HIGHWAYS 
Two state-maintained highways travel through New Haven: U.S. Route 7 (Ethan Allen 
Highway), the major north-south highway in western Vermont; and VT Route 17, an east- 
west highway that travels from the state line at Lake Champlain over the Green Mountains 
to its junction with  Route 100 in Waitsfield. The two highways cross at New 
Haven Junction, and Route 17 passes through the Village Center. 

TOWN HIGHWAYS 

It  is the 4Ï×ÎȭÓ policy to maintain all Town-owned Class 2 and 3 highways on a year-round 
basis. New Haven maintains nearly 50 miles of public roads, 36 of which are paved and 14 
of which are gravel. 

Due to the high cost of road maintenance, the Town actively discourages any increase in the 
total mileage of Town-maintained roads. The Town also desires to limit  unnecessary 
and/or  unsafe curb cuts in order to minimize safety problems which additional access 
points may cause. 
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Because the paving of gravel roads affects the 4Ï×ÎȭÓ rural  character and raises concerns of 
costs, safety and future maintenance, any new paving of existing gravel roads should be 
undertaken only after reasonable review of those concerns. New paving, in any case, should 
be preceded by upgrading of the roadbed to standards, which will  match anticipated 
increases in weight, speed, and traffic. 

PRIVATE ROADS 
It is likely that any new roads built in Town in the future will be private. The Town requires 
private roads accessing development to meet state recommended standards for their  projected 
traffic load, and may require additional conditions through the  
subdivision, Planned Unit Development (PUD) or Conditional Use  
process. This protects future residents served by the private road  
and reduces the potential need for the Town to take responsibility 
for failed private infrastructure. Current E-911 standards require 
naming and numbering all new roads that access more than two 
residences. All new private roads and private driveways shall be 
constructed in a manner that allows for safe access by emergency service vehicles. 

4.2 RAIL TRANSPORTATION 
Vermont Railway services the Town of New Haven on state-owned tracks. This service is 
limited  to a single 7.5-mile line with  2 siding facilities, one at New 
Haven Junction and the other at the Pike Industries plant on 
Campground Road. Amtrak passenger service began in Addison 
County on July 29, 2022, between NYC Penn Station and Burlington, 
with stops in Middlebury and Vergennes. 

 

4.3 PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 
New Haven residents may connect to carpools, vanpools and local buses at the Park and Ride located 
behind the Town Offices where there are 32 parking spaces and two more for EV charging. Information 
about ride-ÓÈÁÒÉÎÇ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȡ www.connectingcommuters.org. Information 
about public transportation services may be found on Tri-6ÁÌÌÅÙ 4ÒÁÎÓÉÔȭÓ ɉ464ȭÓɊ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȡ 
www.trivalleytransit.org  or by calling (802) 388-2287. Tri-Valley provides two modes of public 
transportation for New Haven: 
ü Tri -Town Shuttle Buses connect the general public from the Park and Ride behind the Town 

Offices to destinations in Bristol, Vergennes and Middlebury. This shuttle can drop riders off at 
the Middlebury Amtrak station by request. Tri-Valley Transit also operates Commuter Express 
buses to Burlington which travel along the Route 7 corridor, but there is currently no permitted 
stop in the New Haven junction area for access. 

ü Dial-a-Ride programs offer additional transportation options to residents 
who need to access healthcare and critical services but have no 
transportation and cannot access buses. This service focuses on older 
adults, persons with disabilities, and low-income families and individuals. 
Depending on eligibility, Dial-a-Ride may be free or subsidized. These 
door-to-ÄÏÏÒ ÒÉÄÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÙÐÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÉÎ ÕÎÍÁÒËÅÄ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒ ÄÒÉÖÅÒÓȭ 
cars or on TVT wheelchair accessible buses when necessary. 

Photo Courtesy of Kim Callahan 

http://www.connectingcommuters.org/
http://www.trivalleytransit.org/
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4.4 BICYCLE TRAVEL, WALKING AND 
HORSEBACK RIDING 
Bicycling is a popular activity  in New Haven, particularly  on 
ÔÈÅ 4Ï×ÎȭÓ ÓÃÅÎÉÃ ÂÁÃË ÒÏÁÄÓȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ 
benefits and energy savings to New (ÁÖÅÎȭÓ residents, and also 
an opportunity  to attract tourists and visitors to the Town. The 
Town will provide and encourage bicycling and bicycle safety 
by working with federal, state, and private funding sources to 
make our roads safer and more bicycle-friendly  whenever such 
opportunities arise. The Triangle Bike Loop (TBL) is a bike  

route connecting the Towns of Middlebury, Vergennes, Bristol and New Haven. The route also 
passes through portions of the Towns of Weybridge, Waltham and Ferrisburgh. The TBL uses 
South, Munger, East and North Streets; Halpin, Sawyer, Plank and Pearson Roads in New Haven. 
Signs at intersections instruct cyclists which way to turn  for the destined town. For maps and 
route updates online, go to: Walk- Bike Council of Addison County (walkbikeaddison.org) 

GOAL 1.: 
Promote energy- and cost-efficient transportation  systems that meet the needs of 
Town residents and businesses. 
OBJECTIVE A: 
Be selective when increasing Class 3 Town highway mileage due to the high cost of 
road maintenance. Ensure that there is a cost benefit to the Town and its 
residents. 
OBJECTIVE B: 
Maintain and promote road quality: Precede any new paving with  roadbed upgrades 
to standards that will  match anticipated increases in weight, speed and traffic, and 
require any new private roads to meet roadway standards. 
OBJECTIVE C: 
Limit  new curb cuts on public roads to minimize safety problems. 
OBJECTIVE D: 
Support continued use of the existing rail  system in Town and recognize the 
importance of both rail  bed and sidings in its operation. 
OBJECTIVE E: 
Encourage that the State ensure all rail-highway junctures be properly marked and 
maintained to limit their dangers, while retaining the current system of ground- level 
crossings. 
OBJECTIVE F: 
Promote and encourage use of public transportation and carpooling by maintaining 
and creating designated park & ride sites and electric vehicle charging stations at 
appropriate locations. 
OBJECTIVE G: 
Support and expand opportunities for pedestrian, bike and equine use of roads and 
trails  to encourage healthy lifestyles and energy-efficient transportation. 
OBJECTIVE H: 
The Town will participate in and encourage increased public transportation options, 
including bus, rail and ride-sharing, as such opportunities arise. 

Photo Courtesy of Kim Callahan 

https://www.walkbikeaddison.org/
https://www.walkbikeaddison.org/
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CHAPTER FIVE: NATURAL RESOURCES 
5.1 NATURAL AREAS 
The Vermont Department of Fish & Wildlife  has identified  the following six examples of 
ȰÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔ natural ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȱ in New Haven: 

1. Red maple northern  white cedar swamp 
2. Red maple black ash seepage swamp 
3. Mesic clay plain forest 
4. Northern white cedar swamp 
5. Wet cay plain forest 
6. Mesic maple ash hickory oak forest 
More information can be found in the book entitled, 
Ȱ7ÅÔÌÁÎÄȟ 7ÏÏÄÌÁÎÄȟ 7ÉÌÄÌÁÎÄȡ ! 'ÕÉÄÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
.ÁÔÕÒÁÌ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÆ 6ÅÒÍÏÎÔȱ ÂÙ %ÌÉÚÁÂÅÔÈ (Ȣ 
Thompson and Eric R. Sorenson, and on line by 
visiting: 
https://anrmaps.vemront.gov/websites/anra5/  

Photo Courtesy of Kim Callahan 
 

A portion  of Otter Creek Gorge Preserve has potential as an important  ecological reserve, 
since the Middlebury Area Land Trust (MALT), Middlebury College, and the University of 
Vermont already have significant holdings in the gorge area. It  is i n  the 4Ï×ÎȭÓ long-term 
interest to ensure that all these areas are protected from development. 

There are several deer wintering  areas mapped by the State Fish & Wildlife  Department; 
the largest is along the New Haven River between River Road and Munger Street. The next 
largest surrounds the wetland on the East Branch of Little  Otter Creek. To maintain healthy 
deer populations, development should not occur within  these areas. 

https://geodata.vermont.gov/datasets/VTANR::deer-wintering -areas/about 

5.2 WATERWAYS AND WETLANDS 
SURFACE WATERS 
New (ÁÖÅÎȭÓ major surface waters form four watersheds: 

1) Otter Creek (flows 4.5 miles through Town) 
2) New Haven River (6.0 miles) 
3) West Branch Little  Otter Creek (4.1 miles) 
4) East Branch Little  Otter Creek (3.8 miles) 

The New Haven River is considered one of 6ÅÒÍÏÎÔȭÓ finest rivers for 
fishing, whitewater  kayaking, and swimming. The river  is 58 miles 
long and flows through the towns of Lincoln, Bristol, and New Haven 
before entering Otter Creek. The New Haven watershed is 
approximately 113 square miles. Water quality monitoring  has been 
conducted by the New Haven River Watch since 1993 and has a good 
record of meeting Vermont water quality standards with few 
exceptions. https://www.lewiscreek.org/acrwc  

The Town recognizes the importance of natural ecosystems to the character and economy 
of the area and encourages the protection of wildlife  habitats, particularly  fisheries and 
deer yards. 

https://anrmaps.vemront.gov/websites/anra5/
https://www.lewiscreek.org/acrwc
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The forests of New Haven are projected to become increasingly important for landscape 

resilience in the face of climate change and already support great biodiversity and several rare or 

endangered species. Forest fragmentation is one of the most significanÔ ÔÈÒÅÁÔÓ ÔÏ 6ÅÒÍÏÎÔȭÓ 

natural heritage, so maintaining large habitat blocks and connections between blocks is one of the 

best ways to ensure conservation of forest-reliant species. 
 

The Town of New Haven contains several large areas of contiguous forestland that have 

ÂÅÅÎ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÉÅÄ ÁÓ Ȱ(ÉÇÈÅÓÔ 0ÒÉÏÒÉÔÙȱ ÁÎÄ Ȱ0ÒÉÏÒÉÔÙȱ &ÏÒÅÓÔ "ÌÏÃËÓ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÒÁÎÇÅ ÏÆ ÅÃÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ ÁÎÄ 

ownership characteristics described below. Forest Blocks and Connectivity Blocks were 

identified through Vermont Conservation Design by the VT Agency of Natural Resources. 

 

Definitions  
 

Forest Block  ɀ a contiguous area of forest in any stage of succession, not currently developed for 

other uses. These areas can include recreational trails, wetlands, and agricultural and silvicultural 

uses currently exempt from municipal land use regulations. 
 

Connectivity Block  ɀ a selection of habitat blocks that create a connected network of forest 

across Vermont and into adjacent states and provinces. They include the largest forests that serve 

as core habitat, as well as sometimes smaller connecting blocks. Connectivity Blocks are the 

network of forest blocks that together provide terrestrial connectivity at the regional scale, 

between all Vermont biophysical regions, and to adjacent states and Québec. 
 

Forest Fragmentation  ɀ the division or conversion of a forest block by land development other 

than by a recreational trail or use exempt from municipal land use regulation. 
 

Highest Priority Forest Blocks  

4ÈÅÓÅ ÂÌÏÃËÓ ÁÒÅ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÉÅÄ ÁÓ ȰÈÉÇÈÅÓÔ ÐÒÉÏÒÉÔÙȱ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÚÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÏÎÔÉÇÕÏÕÓ 
interior forest land. These are the largest forest blocks, from all biophysical regions, and provide 
the foundation for interior forest habitats and associated ecological functions. The highest 
priority areas are those that are critical for maintaining an ecologically functional landscape. In 
New Haven, the highest priority blocks identified by the Vermont Conservation Design include 
the following: 
 

Bristol Block : Located primarily in the adjacent town of Bristol, VT, the Bristol Block extends into 
the northeast corner of New Haven along North Street and Plank Road. The Bristol Block 
comprises 2,427 acres. The Block contains several vernal pools, numerous wetlands, and large 
areas of core habitat. The Block also contains patches of the significant natural community Dry 
Oak-Hickory-Hophornbeam Forest.  
 

Buck Mountain Block : The Buck Mountain Block covers 2,091 acres along the western edge of 
New Haven. The block is bounded to the south and east by Otter Creek Highway, to the West by 
Hallock Road, and extends into Waltham to the North. The Block contains areas of the Mesic 
Maple-Ash-Hickory-Oak Forest, a State Identified Significant Natural Community. The Block also 
contains several areas of wetlands and provides habitat for several rare and threatened species.  
 

Muddy Branch Block : The Muddy Branch Block covers 1,753 acres in the southwestern corner  
of New Haven. The Block is bounded to the north by River Road, to the west by Halpin Road, to 
the south by Halpin Covered Bridge Road, and to the east by Munger Street. The Block contains 
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large areas of Mesic Clayplain Forest, which is identified by the State of Vermont as a Significant 
Natural Community. The Muddy Branch River flows through this block and provides important 
riparian connectivity. 
 

New Haven Mills Block : The New Haven Mills Block covers 1,929 acres. The Block is bounded to 
the north by Main Street, to the west by South Street, to the south by River Road, and to the east 
by East Street. This Block contains several vernal pools, numerous wetlands, and areas of deer 
wintering habitat. This Block is also designated as a Highest Priority Geologic Diversity Block.  
 

Priority Forest Blocks  

These forest blocks are also important resources, but there is more flexibility for conserving the 
ecological integrity of these areas. However, their protection remains critical for maintaining 
species habitat and ecological function. In New Haven, the priority blocks identified by the 
Vermont Conservation Design include the following: 
 

Cedar Swamp Block: This priority block comprises 574 acres and contains a large number of 
wetlands. The area includes two significant natural communities: a Northern White Cedar Swamp 
and patches of Mesic Clayplain Forest.  
 

Cobble Block: This priority block comprises 790 acres, including the Cobble. This Block provides 
habitat to state and federally protected endangered species. This Block contains several Class Two 
wetlands.  
 

Ethan Allen Block: This priority block comprises 381 acres. This Block contains significant areas 
of Class Two wetlands.  
 

Field Days Road Block: This priority block comprises 728 acres that run through and along 
agricultural fields in the southeast corner of New Haven. This Block contains several Class Two 
wetlands.  
Halpin Road Block: This priority block comprises 607 acre that stretch south into Middlebury. 
This Block contains almost 10% Class Two wetlands.  
 

Lime Kiln Block: The Lime Kiln Block is 466 acres and is dominated by Class Two wetlands. The 
block extends north into Monkton. This block contains habitat for State and Federally protected 
endangered species.  
 
Little Otter Creek Block: The Little Otter Creek Block runs along the eastern boundary of New 
Haven. The Block is 719 acres and contains deer wintering areas, rare and endangered species, 
and several wetlands. The Block provides important riparian connectivity between New Haven 
and Bristol.  
 

Mud Creek Block: The Mud Creek Block, located along the western boundary of New Haven, is 
249 acres. This area is a highest priority Geologic Diversity Block. The area also contains several 
streams and wetlands that provide riparian connectivity between New Haven and Waltham.  
 

New Haven River Block: The New Haven River Block is 334 acres. This Block includes sections 
of the New Haven River as well as several associated wetland complexes. This block also provides 
habitat for rare and uncommon species.  
 

Otter Creek South Block: The Otter Creek South Block is located along the southwestern edge of 
New Haven. The 1,124 acre block extends north into Waltham, west into Weybridge, and south 
into Middlebury. This Block contains habitat for several rare and endangered species.  
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Quarry Road Block: The Quarry Road Block covers 549 acres in the northern section of New 
Haven. This Block contains numerous wetlands and several rare species. This Block also provides 
north-south riparian connectivity through New Haven.  
 

Southwick Block: The 869-acre Southwick Block is dominated by wetlands. This area provides 
habitat for several rare and endangered species. This Block also provides riparian connectivity 
through the center of New Haven.  
 

Connectivity Blocks  
 

Connectivity blocks are the forests, riparian areas, and surface waters that provide terrestrial 
connectivity at the regional scale, between all Vermont biophysical regions, and to adjacent 
states and Québec. It is important to protect and enhance the margins of these habitat 
connectors, especially where they intersect other habitat and forest blocks, by maintaining 
natural stream buffers and shrub and tree cover and by limiting development in these areas of 
connectivity. These areas provide cover and shelter for animal species moving between larger 
habitats and are critical for maintaining viable populations. 
 

In New Haven, blocks have been identified as highest priority and priority connectivity blocks. 
These areas provide cover and shelter for animal species moving between larger habitats and are 
critical for maintaining viable populations and functional ecosystems. The highest priority blocks 
are the Buck Mountain Block and the Bristol Block. The priority blocks include the Lime Kiln Block 
and the following blocks:  
 

Fiddlehead Block: The 124 acres of the Fiddlehead Block provide connectivity among blocks in 
Waltham and Ferrisburgh. The Block contains several Class Two wetlands.  
 

Hidden Meadows Block: The Hidden Meadows Block is 28 acres. This Block provides 
connectivity between east-west connectivity between New Haven and Waltham. This Block 
contains a Class Two wetland.  
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GOAL 1: 
Encourage efforts to improve the quality of water in Otter Creek, the New Haven 
River and Little Otter Creek. 
OBJECTIVE A: 
Endorse the efforts of the New Haven River Watch to expand its monitoring  and to 
work  with  local communities and residents to improve water quality. 
OBJECTIVE B: 
Improve and protect water quality and aquatic habitat in the 4Ï×ÎȭÓ watersheds, 
waterways and wetlands by limiting development near these important natural 
resources. 

GOAL 2: 
To protect the natural, cultural, historic and aesthetic resources which create the 
4Ï×ÎȭÓ unique character and sense of identity.  
OBJECTIVE A: 
The maintenance and enhancement of shoreline or stream bank vegetation is the 
simplest and most effective means of protecting water quality. Buffers from stream 
banks, wetlands, and other bodies of water should be maintained in accordance with 
state and federal laws and regulations. 
OBJECTIVE B: 
Maintain the natural appearance of ridges and steep slopes by restricting  development 
that degrades scenic and environmental quality. 
OBJECTIVE C: 
Site future land development below ridgelines and require design that precludes new 
structures from being visible against the skyline from public vantage points. 
OBJECTIVE D: 
Identify  and limit  or preclude adverse development impacts on ecologically sensitive and 
significant natural areas and maintain high environmental quality. 
OBJECTIVE E: 
Support the efforts of landowners, land trusts and other parties to permanently protect 
ecologically sensitive and significant natural and scenic areas through voluntary 
conservation easements or purchase of land for conservation purposes. 
OBJECTIVE F: 
Guide development away from mapped deer yards, and other significant habitat areas or 
travel corridors including habitat for state or federally identified species of significance, 
threatened species or endangered species such as the bobolinks and the Indiana bat, in 
order to maintain healthy wildlife populations, which are an important element of the 
4Ï×ÎȭÓ rural  character. 
OBJECTIVE G: 
2ÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÁÕÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 4Ï×ÎȭÓ ÐÁÓÔÏÒÁÌ ÌÁÎÄÓÃÁÐÅ ÉÓ Á ÒÅÓÕÌÔ ÏÆ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ 
farming, and support continued agricultural  use, efforts to conserve land, preservation of 
historic buildings and careful siting of new development within scenic viewsheds. 
OBJECTIVE I: 
Site and design future land development to prevent or preclude forest fragmentation, 
environmental degradation and habitat destruction. 
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CHAPTER SIX: LAND USE 
6.1 LAND USE AND RURAL CHARACTER 
 

The Town of New Haven has created a Future Land Use map largely based upon the types of land use 
ÁÒÅÁÓ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ !ÄÄÉÓÏÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙ 2ÅÇÉÏÎÁÌ 0ÌÁÎ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÁÄÏÐÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÁÌÌ 6ÅÒÍÏÎÔȭÓ ÒÅÇÉÏÎÁÌ 
planning commissions under Act 181 of 2024 to provide consistency in definitions of types of planning 
ÁÒÅÁÓȢ .Å× (ÁÖÅÎȭÓ &ÕÔÕÒÅ ,ÁÎÄ 5ÓÅ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÐ ÉÓ ÉÎÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÃÏÍÐÁÔÉÂÌÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÇÉÏÎÁÌ 
0ÌÁÎȢ (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ .Å× (ÁÖÅÎ ÃÏÍÂÉÎÅÄ ÔÈÅ 6ÉÌÌÁÇÅ #ÅÎÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ 6ÉÌÌÁÇÅ !ÒÅÁ ÉÎÔÏ ÏÎÅ Ȱ6ÉÌÌÁÇÅ ,ÁÎÄ 5ÓÅ 
0ÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ !ÒÅÁȱ ÁÎÄ combined the Rural General and Rural Ag/Forestry areas depicted in the Regional 
Plan into one Rural Land Use Planning Area. New Haven believes one unified Village  land use planning 
area makes sense. Further, it believes one Rural  land use planning area, which encompasses a 
significant portion of town, better represents its intertwined rural residential opportunities and 
×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÌÁÎÄÓÃÁÐÅȢ .Å× (ÁÖÅÎȭÓ &ÕÔÕÒÅ ,ÁÎÄ 5ÓÅ 0ÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ !ÒÅÁÓȟ ÁÓ ÄÅÐÉÃÔÅÄ ÏÎ ÉÔÓ &ÕÔÕÒÅ ,ÁÎÄ 5ÓÅ 
map, include the following: 
 
Village : The New Haven VÉÌÌÁÇÅ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÁÒÅÁ ÓÕÒÒÏÕÎÄÓ .Å× (ÁÖÅÎȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ ÖÉÌÌÁÇÅ ÃÅÎÔÅÒȢ )Ô ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ 
the traditional mix of residential, civic, religious, commercial, and mixed-use buildings. The core area 
generally lies along North and South Streets, wraps around the New Haven Green, and is served by a 
ÓÍÁÌÌ ÅØÉÓÔÉÎÇ ÓÉÄÅ×ÁÌË ÎÅÔ×ÏÒËȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÁÒÅÁ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ ÔÈÅ Ȱ6ÉÌÌÁÇÅ #ÅÎÔÅÒȱ ÁÓ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 
Agency of Commerce and Community Development, which New Haven originally secured in 2005 and is 
intended as the business and civic center of New Haven. New Haven desires to see commercial and civic 
activity within the area grow. Accordingly, this Future Land Use Plan calls for encouraging small-scale, 
mixed use, commercial growth and civic activity within an expanded village planning area. The Village 
planning area extends from the historic village center, creating additional opportunities for all types of 
housing development.  According to the housing targets recently released by the Addison County 
Regional Planning Commission, the median 2030 target for the Town of New Haven is 88 new housing 
units to be built over a five-year period starting in 2025. Ideally, 60% of those housing units are targeted 
ÔÏ ÂÅ ÂÕÉÌÔ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ .Å× (ÁÖÅÎȭÓ Village planning area.  For New Haven to reach this goal it would 
need to construct 52 new housing units within this planning area, an average of 10 housing units per 
year. Given the area's lack of existing municipal water or sewer systems, this housing target will be 
difficul t to achieve. The expanded Village planning area, however, will provide increased physical 
acreage and siting possibilities needed to work towards achieving the 2030 target. The Village planning 
area constitutes the priority area for all types of new housing units to be developed, adding to the 
ÖÉÂÒÁÎÃÙ ÏÆ .Å× (ÁÖÅÎȭÓ ÅØÉÓÔÉÎÇ ÖÉÌÌÁÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ×ÎȢ 
 
Enterprise ȡ .Å× (ÁÖÅÎȭÓ %ÎÔÅÒÐÒÉÓÅ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÁÒÅÁÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÈÉÇÈ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ 
employment. These planning areas include existing industrial operations (Phoenix Feeds), areas of 
natural resource extraction (Pike Quarry), and other commercial uses that involve large land areas. Most 
Enterprise planning areas are not adjacent to the village but are generally located along the rail corridor 
and/or Route 7, the major freight transportation and electrical networks within the Addison region. 
They are zoned to support mixed commercial and industrial uses. They are less likely to include areas 
for new housing because of their proximity to a major truck route (Route 7) and the existing 
Commercial/Industrial uses.  Retail uses should be very limited in the Enterprise areas. 
 
Rural : A significant majority of the land in New Haven falls into the Rural planning area. This planning 
ÁÒÅÁ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ .Å× (ÁÖÅÎȭÓ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÌÁÎÄÓÃÁÐÅ ÁÎÄ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ 
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and features. It allows for low-density residential development and some limited commercial 
development that is compatible with productive lands and natural areas. This planning area includes 
significant open land, active farmland and forest blocks, but lacks public water and wastewater 
infrastructure. Protected natural resources identified in the Rural planning area should be field verified 
and delineated prior to any development activity. This planning area provides critical wildlife habitat, 
outdoor recreation opportunities, flood storage, aquifer recharge, and scenic resources, contributing 
ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔÌÙ ÔÏ .Å× (ÁÖÅÎȭÓ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ×ÅÌÌ-being and quality of life. Development in this area should be 
carefully managed to provide rural housing opportunities, promote the working landscape and rural 
economy and protect the agricultural and forest resource value. 
 
Forestȡ .Å× (ÁÖÅÎȭÓ &ÏÒÅÓÔ ÌÁÎÄ ÕÓÅ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÁÒÅÁ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÎÓÉÔÉÖÅ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ 
based upon existing Agency of Natural Resources mapping and data for wetlands, highest priority forest 
blocks and habitat connectors, wildlife habitat, and other conservation purposes. Rural housing, 
agriculture, forestry, and recreational uses are allowed but should be sited to mitigate or avoid negative 
impacts on the resources noted above.  
 
The Town of New Haven Zoning and Subdivision Regulations, adopted in April 2024, serve as 
the primary regulatory tool for implementing the vision of the Town Plan. The Zoning 
Districts -ÁÐ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 4Ï×ÎȭÓ :ÏÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ 3ÕÂÄÉÖÉÓÉÏÎ 2ÅÇÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ  ÉÓ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 
regional Land Use Map and the zoning districts represent Land Use areas.  
Planning and Zoning - Official Website of New Haven, Vermont  
 
Photo Courtesy of Kim Callahan: 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.newhavenvt.com/index.asp?SEC=26CF424E-1395-4A43-A0B8-2ED1AB2B767D
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