New Haven Planning Commission Meeting June 13, 2016
New Haven Town Office

PC Members: Rob Litch, Chair, Benjamin (Benj) Putnam, V.Chair, Francie Caccavo, Dan Monger, and Pat
Palmer Absent: PC Staff: Dave Wetmore

Visitors: Bridgett Kipp and John Madden
Rob called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. Dave Wetmore took minutes. The agenda was posted.

1. Adjustments to Agenda:
1. Adjustments- none
2. Visitors’ Business:
John Madden- Provided the PC with information packet.

II. PC BUSINESS

1. Town Plan -
Benj- explained that Cindy provided an opinion regarding the adoption process. The PC has the ability to make
substantial changes before sending draft Town Plan to Selectboard without holding another public hearing.

Review Benj’s proposed amendments-
Benj’s amendments seek to address public comments made at June 1, Planning Commission hearing. They
include;

Page 12, right-hand column, last paragraph of “Recreation” section. Replace this paragraph with the following:
In addition to these existing facilities, the town should encourage maintaining existing trails and creating new
ones for activities such as snowmobiling, biking, hiking, horseback riding, and cross-country skiing.

Page 14, right-hand column, first full paragraph, beginning “It is likely...”. Replace this paragraph with the

following: This changes the “due consideration” to “maximum weight”
It is likely that there will be further expansion within the VELCO transmission corridor from New Haven to
Williston at a future time, as well as possible further development of the VGS system and other not-yet-
foreseen projects. The town’s experience with recent projects has led to the following specific standard to be
required of any utilities or energy developers to limit and mitigate impacts on the town’s health, safety and
scenic character. The town expressly intends these standards to reflect the position of the town be given the
maximum weight and consideration possible in any proceeding before the Vermont Public Service Board
(PSB) or other regulatory agencies or courts.

John- commented that the Town has party status with all PSB applications.

Page 14, right-hand column, “Noise” paragraph. Replace this paragraph with the following:
Noise. Strict noise limits must be imposed on any substations, converter stations, natural gas gate stations,
generating plants, and other energy infrastructure to avoid adverse impacts on the town and its residents. To
comply with this standard, noise levels at the property line for a project cannot exceed 45 decibels between 8
a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through Friday and 40 decibels at all other times.

Dan- noted that this closely aligns with Towns consultant baseline.

Page 17, left-hand column, under “Transportation”. Change Class 3 mileage to 31.3 miles; change Class 4
mileage to 1.1. [These are from 2015 state highway map].
PC- add reference to “class 4 roads and trails 2.3 miles and 6.9 miles of private roads

Page 18, upper left-hand corner, paragraph beginning “As New Haven continues to grow ...”. Replace this
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paragraph with the following:
Under Vermont’s Act 178 of 2006, certain abandoned highways, known as “unidentified corridors,” were
automatically discontinued as of July 1, 2015. Going forward, the town should take care to ensure that any
remaining public roads, rights-of-way, or trails still in existence are preserved for uses such as hiking,
horseback riding, and snowmobiling, unless there is a compelling reason for their discontinuance.
PC-edits make this section more precise and address in part Doug’s points. PC does not believe that this
would require landowners to maintain the ROW, but preserves town access.

Page 18, right-hand column. Immediately above the heading “Energy Conservation & Generation,” insert the

following new section:
Bicycle Transportation.
Bicycling is a popular activity in New Haven, particularly on the town’s scenic back roads. This activity
provides health benefits and energy savings to New Haven’s residents, and also provides an opportunity to
attract tourists and visitors to the town. The town should take steps to promote and encourage bicycling and
bicycle safety, including working with state, federal, and private funding sources to make our roads safer and
more bicycle-friendly.

John- strongly supports this.

Page 19, first paragraph under “Energy Plant Siting Standards”. Add the following sentence at the end of the
paragraph:
For purposes of these standards, “energy plant,” “energy generation plant,” and “energy project” refer to any
facility that generates energy, such as, but not limited to, wind turbines, solar panels, hydroelectric facilities,
and fossil-fuel based or other conventional energy generation projects.
Page 27, left-hand column, paragraph beginning “The town endorses the efforts ...”. Add the following sentence
at the end of the paragraph:
Buffers from stream banks, wetlands, and other bodies of water should be maintained in accordance with state
and federal laws and regulations.
Page 27, left-hand column, paragraph beginning “Appropriate buffer width ...”. Delete this paragraph altogether.
Francie moved Benj’s edits as discussed and amended. Pat 2nds, approved S-yes 0-no
Review of Doug Tolles comments and points. Doug’s comments attached to these minutes

Page 1-PC observed that housing does continue to increase and agreed to leave as drafted.

Page 2, goal 2, obj. B -PC observed that ACCT is a viable organization that could assist with the objective. Agreed
to leave as drafted.

Page 4, goal 7, obj. B- PC agreed to leave as drafted.
Page 4, goal 7, obj. C- PC agreed edit as follows; “Support appropriate” development. ..
Page 4, goal 7, obj. E- PC agreed to leave as drafted.
Page 4, goal 7, obj. F- PC agreed to leave as drafted.

Page 5, goal 8, obj. G- PC agreed to edit as follows; “Support the pedestrian, bike and equine use of Class 4 roads
and legal trails to encourage healthy life styles™.
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Pages 7 and 8- PC agreed to edit heading as follows “Housing Afferdability Trends. Strike 1% and 2" paragraph.

3" haragra h, edit 1¥ sentence as follows; “Town should consider futther options .7 4" paragra h, last sentence
paragrap p paragrap
edit as follows; “... housing development. ineludis dpeslls

Page 11- “Town Land” edit “The town’s land holdings consist e£13 rate-pi of properties, ...”.

Page 12- PC agreed to edit left column 5® paragraph 2" sentence as follows; “Mount Abe Union School is located
in Bristol”. Right column, 1* paragraph; “1999, the nrew United Reform Church...”.

Page 12- second column, “Recreation” 3™ paragraph- replace with Benj’s edits above.

Page 13- second column, “Health Services”, 1* paragraph edit as follows; “A local organization, Mtn. Health
Center and Dentistry, was formed to improve access to health and dental care in the area and can provide primary
care ...”.

Page 14- See PC edits above suggested by Benj.

Pages 16, 22, 23, 24, 25 and 30- All maps shall include the North South Highway.

Page 17- “Transportation”- Change Class 3 mileage to 31.3, private roads, 6.9 miles and combine class 4 and
trails, 2.3 miles.

Page 18- See PC edits above suggested by Benj.
Page 19- Relative to Doug’s suggestions, the PC agreed to leave as currently drafted.

Page 20- Relative to Doug’s suggestions, the PC felt that it is unrealistic to think that the projects would have no
impact and agreed to leave as currently drafted.

Page 21- Relative to Doug’s suggestions, the PC agreed to leave as currently drafted.

Page 27- Relative to Doug’s suggestions, the PC agreed to leave as currently drafted. See agreed edits to this
section above.

Page 27- Comment related to buffers, right column, 3 paragraph- PC agreed to following; “A 25-50-f buffer
may “will” increase stream bank stability ...”.

Page 28- Relative to Doug’s suggestions, the PC agreed to leave as currently drafted. This may need to be done,
but it will be time consuming and costly.

Page 34- 1" paragraph, 2™ sentence edit as follows; “... exception of agricultural uses and appropriately sized ...”.

Based on PC review, Francie moved to approve all edits agreed to tonight, Pat 2nds. Motion carries S-yes
and 0-no.

2. Bylaw update- No action.

3. Energy updates- Anbaric 45 day notice has been received. Dan stated that he had a conversation with
Rob Naramor who is working on the Anbaric right-of-way.
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4. PC Clerk- No action

II1. REVIEW OF MINUTES

1. 5/9/2016- Pat moved as presented, 2" Benj. Approved 5-yes, 0-no
2. 6/1/2016- Public hearing- Benjamin moved as presented, Francie 2nds, approved 5-yes and 0-no.
3. 6/1/2016- Special meeting- Francie moved as corrected, Pat 2nds, approved 5-yes and 0-no

Iv. CORRESPONDENCE- PC reviewed:
* VTRANS letter regarding Anbaric project
® Anbaric 45 day notice

V. OTHER - NEXT MEETING-
6/16 — 6/22- Susan Smiley is attending an Agro-tourism workshop. She had extended this information to
PC members.

PC — reminded Dave that Jim Walsh had requested to see the parcel map overlaid on the Planning Areas
land use map.

VI. ADJOURNMENT

Pat moved to adjourn at 9:05 PM, Francie 2nds. Approved, 5 yes, 0 no.
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