
 

PLANNING COMMISSION DRAFT MINUTES 7/8/19 

Town of New Haven Planning Commission Meeting 

7:00 pm, Monday, July 8, 2019 

New Haven VT Town Office 

DRAFT MINUTES 

 

Planning Commission Members Present: Rob Litch, Chair; Benjamin (Benj) Putnam, Co-

Chair; Bev Landon; Dan Monger; Pat Palmer; and Maggie Eaton  

Visitors: Selectboard Vice Chair Kathy Barrett, Amanda Bodell, Jeff Glassberg, Jay Jipner, 

John Mazzuchi (on behalf of Jay Jipner) 

 

I. Meeting Commenced: 7:00 PM 

1. Adjustments to the Agenda:  none 

2. Visitors’ Business:  none 

 

II. New/Old Business 

1. Zoning Administrator/Town Administrator position update 

Postponed until Aaron Brown begins work as the new zoning administrator 

2. Discussion of responsibilities of new zoning administrator 

Members decided to keep the ZA report as a regular agenda item and that the ZA 

report would include a list of the permits under consideration. It was noted that up 

to 50 permits are processed per year. Further, the new ZA will be asked the extent to 

which he would like to contribute to revisions in the Town zoning regulations.  

3. Town Plan update 

a. Maggie reported that she had been meeting or speaking with members of the 

Selectboard and the community about the history of the past work to create a 

Town energy plan. She hoped to have a first rough draft of an enhanced 

energy plan by the end of next month.  This draft will be based on a template 

that ACRPC had used for the plans being prepared by other towns in the 

County. Questions under consideration include whether the hydroelectric 

plant at Belden Falls and the transmission lines could be upgraded to produce 

and transmit more renewable energy.  Maggie proposed also that New Haven 

seek a determination by the Department of Public Service that renewable 

energy from the solar projects that went operational in New Haven prior to 

January 1, 2017 be taken into consideration in the calculated energy targets 

assigned to the Town. Bev moved and Pat seconded a motion that Maggie 

make that request to the DPS with the Town attorney. The motion was 

approved unanimously. The possibilities of installing methane digesters in 

New Haven were discussed. 

b. Maggie requested that the PC members consider how any changes in the 

Town Plan or zoning regulations impact energy use. 
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4. Energy Updates/Discussions/Reviews – Solar, Vermont Gas 

The PC will add a report on the progress of the Anbaric project to the Energy Updates 

section of the regular agenda. 

5. Report on workshops and educational events 

Maggie reported on her attendance at a three day workshop by Vermont Coverts. 

This organization trains individuals on forest management for wildlife, which 

includes proper timbering and management of invasives, wildlife corridors, riparian 

and vernal pool areas, and bird habitat. This information will be useful for 

understanding how placement of energy projects would impact natural resources.  

6. Report on Addison County Regional Planning activities 

No reports. 

7. Update on Zoning Regulations Revisions 

No updates at this time. 

8. Follow-up discussion of proposed Zoning Bylaw amendment regarding the RA-

2 (and RA-5)/RA-10 interface; Zoning map discussion 

Rob raised the question about the zoning map as the guiding device and whether that 

decision can be reversed. The members agreed that this question should be referred 

to the Town attorney. The PC affirmed its commitment to consider further input on 

density zoning offered by visitors Glassberg and Bodell. Visitor Mazzuchi requested 

and was provided a photo copy of the marked up version of the current zoning map. 

9. Other 

The notice from Waltham about a public hearing on their proposed revised town 

plan that had been received that day was discussed.  It was decided that, if any of the 

revisions impacted New Haven, the Town could send comments about those 

revisions once the plan had been approved by Waltham and submitted to Regional 

Planning. 

III. The following prior meeting minutes were unanimously approved: 

June 10, 2019 (moved by Bev, seconded by Pat) 

 

IV.  Adjourn 

Bev moved to adjourn the meeting. Pat seconded the motion. All members voted in favor of 

the motion. Their being no other matters to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Maggie Eaton 

Approved on _____________ 

 

 



 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION DRAFT MINUTES 7/8/19 3 

________________________________      _______________________________  

Rob Litch    Benj Putnam 

 

 

 

________________________________      _______________________________ 

Beverly Landon   Pat Palmer 

 

 

 

________________________________       _______________________________  

Dan Monger    Maggie Eaton  


