New Haven Planning Commission Meeting August 8, 2016
New Haven Town Office

PC Members: Rob Litch, Chair, Benjamin (Benj) Putnam, V.Chair, Francie Caccavo, Dan Monger
and Pat Palmer Absent: PC Staff: Dave Wetmore

Visitors: John Madden

Rob called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. Dave Wetmore took minutes. The agenda was posted.

I.

II.

Adjustments to Agenda:
1. Adjustments- Rob raised the concern about the 2 PC member vacancies that have existed

for some time. If PC members have any possible membership suggestions please ask them
and bring their names to the PC. We can suggest/offer names for Selectboard
consideration. PC agreed to place a notice on Front Porch Forum and Town Newsletter
announcing PC vacancy seeking 2 Board members. It was noted that by statute that PC
members don’t even have to be residents of the Town. Dan suggested doing the same for
the PC Clerk vacancy as well. All agreed.

. Visitors’ Business: John Madden- Provided the PC with 2-information packets, John did

not have enough and will email Dave a copy of each.

PC BUSINESS

. Town Plan update—
The Town Plan has been handed off to the Selectboard. Dave has been working to accurately add
the North South Highway to the Town Plan maps. Based on Selectboard minutes they have asked
Cindy Hill to review and make comments.

Clerk note- It was learned after the meeting that the Selectboard is planning to meet w/
Cindy on August 20 to work on the Town Plan.

. Bylaw update-
Dave noted that the PC has made proposed revisions to the Bylaws (dated 10/2/2015). He has
partially reviewed this most recent version and some but not all of Francie’s edits are included.
Dave also outlined specific areas that need work or at least PC consideration/review. These
include;

¢ Highway Commercial- a lot of work has been done on this section. Just need to review

again
e Site Plan review- criteria/review standards need work
e Signs- pretty complete as drafted

e Expansion of Agricultural Farm business opportunities- Francie took some time to
assemble a draft for PC review. PC discussed that this could be an additional section
titled “Farm Businesses” like present sections 504 A and B (home occupations and home
businesses). Farm businesses should be allowed to have a more expansive business use as
long as they comply as an acceptable agricultural practice and the business use is
secondary and/or centered on the agricultural enterprise. Regardless, concerns related to

1



New Haven Planning Commission Meeting August 8, 2016
New Haven Town Office

II1.

Iv.

noise, traffic, parking, public safety and wastewater need to be addressed as part of the
review by the DRB.

Certification of Occupancy (CO) requirements. Dave expressed frustration on the poor
rates of compliance regarding CO’s. Currently all land development requires a CO before
use. Also CO provision requires compliance with energy building standards.

Home businesses- Dave suggests that the provision for adaptive reuse of a historic
building should be expanded to include other structures that have been in place for many
years, such as existing barn structures. As currently drafted “former agricultural
structures” has been added.

Non-conformities- Dave suggested that this section is weak and needs some more work.
Abandonment and discontinuance-

Accessory dwellings- Dave expressed that 30% is limiting and he suggests 750 square
feet or 30%, whichever is greater.

Exterior lighting- This is addressed in the Highway Commercial district. Should this be
included in the Industrial and Neighborhood Commercial districts as well? Should there
be a lighting standard that all land development must comply with?

Flood Hazard district- Presently the FEMA Flood Hazard Area and the Flood Hazard
district do not mirror each other. Need to look at this. Dave suggests asking Tim Bouton
for assistance.

3. Energy updates-

Anbaric 45 day was received last month. John exploring and is very concerned about the
health effects of EMF. John has written to National Institute of Health for assistance. Dan
noted that we have had electricity for over 100 years and if was serious health effects
from EMF it should be well documented.

VT Gas project is ongoing. John noted that it is not a done deal as far as he is concerned.
John is very concerned about safety of natural gas. VT brand is in jeopardy.

Russell Farm GLC Solar- CPG has been issued and New Haven has appealed.

4. PC Clerk- No action

REVIEW OF MINUTES
1. 7/11/2016- Benj moved as drafted, Pat 2nds.7/11/2016 minutes approved 5-yes, 0-no

CORRESPONDENCE-

State Government Day- September 9, 2016

Proposed Addison Town Plan

“Supporting and Managing Rural Enterprises” presented by NOFA
Proposed Monkton Unified Bylaw amendments.
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V. OTHER - NEXT MEETING- September 12, 2016- regular PC meeting

VI. ADJ OURNMENT’-"F}?ncie moved to adjourn at 9:00 PM, Dan 2nds. Approved, 5 yes, 0 no.
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