New Haven Planning Commission Meeting September 14, 2015
New Haven Town Office

PC Members:
Present - Dan Monger, Benj Putnam, Pat Palmer , Peter Rothschild, Francie Caccavo, Angie Dunbar
Absent: Rob Litch

PC Staff: Dave Wetmore, Pam Laroche, Secretary

Visitors: John Madden

Benj called the meeting to order at 7:00PM, acting as Chair in Rob’s absence.
Pam Laroche took minutes. The agenda was posted.

1. Adjustments to the agenda: None
2. Welcome Pam Laroche — New PC Secretary

3. Visitors Business: John Madden distributed two handouts to everyone present: 1)“The ACORN
Guide to Local Food & Farms” and 2) A two page photocopy of different newspaper articles; “Solar
sprawl set to erase no-billboards tourism appeal”, “New Haven board says ‘no’ to solar”, “Protect

”

Scenic Roadscapes”, “Tourism seen worth $1.7 billion in Vermont.”
Planning Commission Business — New/Old Business

1. Remarks from 9/2/2015 meeting with Selectboard, Cindy Hill and Adam Lougee: Selectboard
will work to draft and adopt interim bylaws based on Act 56. PC will resume work to update
and amend Town Plan which expires in March 2016. There was agreement that more public
input should be sought before drafting Town Plan. SB and Cindy suggested the use of
surveys and public forums to satisfy the requirements of the statute. Peter expressed that
he made a business of on-line data surveys, and he is concerned about how easy it is for
special groups to bias the results.

2. Discussion ldeas for involving/seeking public involvement in Town Plan Amendment.

a. Community survey distributed through the monthly Newsletter. PC will try to have this
prepared and ready for distribution in November Newsletter. Peter offered to assemble
the survey. PC members will send suggested survey questions to Peter. Peter will
prepare the survey for review at October meeting. Benj noted that the October meeting
is scheduled for Columbus Day. PC agreed to meet on October 5. Dave will arrange
meeting space and make notifications.

b. Public forum/workshop was discussed. PC agreed to conduct on Saturday October 17,
9AM to 12PM. Francie will check with a facilitator she knows from Shelburne. Dave
suggested that this needs to be really structured to get any value out of it. It can’t just
be a meeting that is open to public comment. Possible focus topics included, scenic
viewshed, solar/energy, commercial development. Dave should contact Suzy to see if
Town Hall is available. PC members need to participate.



c. Angie agreed to draft a notice for the October Newsletter outlining Planning
Commissions “plan of work” regarding Town Plan amendments.

d. PCdiscussed financial support for this work. Dave looked at the Town Report and stated
that there is $5000 in 2015 budget year for Planning Commission for consultant.

3. Energy updates/discussions/reviews ~ PC briefly discussed proposed solar projects under
review, and the presentation by Anbaric. Green Lantern has notified the Town that the solar
array at Phoenix Feeds has been withdrawn and that New Haven GLC plans at Russell’s has
been amended.

1. Review of minutes:
a. August 10, 2015 — Motion to approve by Benj, seconded by Pat, 4. Yes, 2 absent, all
approved.

July 13, 2015 ~ No action, quorum not present. Approve next meeting
June 8, 2015- Motion to approve by Francie, seconded by Angie, 6 yes, 1 absent, all
approved.

v. Correspondence — PC Reviewed:

a. Dan Monger e-mail 8/13/2015 in re Pam Laroche

b. 1. Walsh comments of PC minutes of 8/10

¢. E-mail to PCin re Town Plan amendment process

d. 8/24/2015 - Ferrisburgh Town Plan Amendment

e. Green Lantern Group, in re Phoenix Feeds Solar, 8/26/2015

f.  Green Lantern Group, in re Russell Property Solar revised site plan

g. J. Walsh forwarding Bolton announcement 9/10/2015

h. J. Madden “The ACORN Guide to Local Food & Farms”

I. J. Madden copies of newspaper articles re: Solar/no-billboard tourism appeal

V. OTHER — Next Meeting
The next meeting is Monday October 5, 2015 (2nd Monday is Columbus Day) possibly at the Town Hall. This
meeting’s agenda will be mainly to prepare the Public Forum and to finalize the Public Survey.

VL. ADJOURNMENT
Angie moved to adjourn at 8:35PM, Peter seconded. Approved 6 yes, 1 absent, o no.
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