New Haven Planning Commission Meeting URlGﬂNAL April 13, 2015

New Haven Town Office

PC Members: Francie Caccavo, Co-Chair, Rob Litch, Co-chair; Pat Palmer, Benjamin Putnam, Peter
Rothschild, and Jim Walsh
Absent: Angie Dunbar PC Staff: Dave Wetmore

Visitors: Steve and Marcia Dupoise, Doug Tolles, Cindy Hill (Town Attorney) and Nathan Vanda’l (Green Peaks
Solar)

Francie called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. Dave Wetmore took minutes. The agenda was posted.

L 1. Adjustments to Agenda: Francie asked to reverse Town Bylaws and Town Plan review order
2. Visitors’ Business: none

IL. PC BUSINESS
1. Bylaw/Town Plan amendments

SSE II updates and PC recommendation to PSB

Both the recommendation of PC and pre-filed testimony regarding Senior Solar Energy II LLC (SSEII) was sent to
PC last week in preparation for PC discussion tonight.

Francie- asked where did this come from? Cindy Hill responded that she had prepared the recommendation of the
PC as a courtesy for the PC as directed by the Selectboard. Cindy then explained the process to intercede in the
PSB review of SSEII PC and Selectboard have separate status. 21 day filing deadline is looming and it is due
Wednesday. On behalf of the Selectboard, Doug Tolles is filing pre-filed testimony. Jim Walsh also filed pre-filed
testimony in NMP-5978 as a New Haven citizen and not as Selectboard or PC member. As of the PC meeting
Doug’s and Jim’s testimony has been signed and notarized, but they had not been submitted. Cindy will submit
tomorrow along with the rest of the filing on behalf of the Town including the “recommendation of the PC” (if
approved). Cindy reviewed the draft “recommendation of the PC” and specifically the highlighted points of non-
compliance w/Town Plan.

Francie- asked does the PC want to file this recommendation? Francie expressed that she is not comfortable with
the section regarding fragmentation of agricultural soils on page #2. Benj agreed and also cited his concern
regarding the projects across Rte. 7.

Jim moved to sign “Recommendation of PC” as drafted, Peter 2nds.

Discussion — Cindy spoke to the inclusion of projects on the west side of Rte. 7. Specifically that Dog Team Solar
LLC, and Green Haven Solar 1 and 2 are both owned by Peter Norris Jr.. SSEII is not owned by Peter Norris Jr,
but the land is. Based on recent changes to the ownership of the similar solar projects, there is little confidence
who is responsible for these projects long term. Benj noted that the Dog Team Solar project is out of site. Peter
stated that that it is his opinion that this point is not germane to this motion.

Francie moved to amend the motion by striking the agricultural reference paragraph, Peter 2nds. PC
approved amendment 5-yes, 0-no, Jim abstained

Discussion of motion as amended- Benj does not want this motion to include the solar projects across Rte. 7. PC
discussed the term “close proximity” as used in State Law. Francie suggests a statement that the project exceeds
the 500 kW State maximum for a net metered project. Jim called the question (main motion as amended).
Cindy edited the document titled “Recommendation of the Planning Commission...” Francie reviewed and
PC voted 5-yes, 0-no, Francie abstained
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Nathan Vandaal- Green Peaks Solar update- Green Peaks is preparing pre-filed testimony. Nathan shared siting
imagery, before and after development. These are the most impactful view sheds. The work was completed by T.J.
Boyle. The project is 1.23 miles away from Field Days and Rte 17. Screening is being discussed with consultants,
but Nathan stated that distance mitigates the negative impacts of the solar arrays. Steve Dupoise suggests that
screening could mitigate the glare factor, even when observed from a distance. Jim asked if Nathan had any
discussions with Myrick or DeVoe? Not at this point. The DeVoe’s have expressed opposition to the project.

Town Plan amendments- Francie began review of the Town Plan draft dated 4/5/2015.
Page 16- “Energy Facility Siting Standard”

9#1-last sentence- edit to read “achieve proportionality within the states energy ...”
9#3- strike last sentence

Page 17- Lighting
Francie -asked if this is necessary? OK as drafted

Page 18-
9#2- Francie questions the phrase “joint and several”? Benj indicated that the liability and responsibility could be
assumed by all the developers and ownership parties.

Page 19- Siting Requirements

#2-PC discussed whether setbacks should apply to public as well as private roads. PC concluded that this should
state “All free-standing solar projects greater than 15kW output must be setback from public roads and private
roads (serving 3 or more homes) and property lines ...”

Last bullet, last sentence- edit “where it will be more visible...”

Jim- voiced concern that there are using examples of 2.2 kW projects. If this size is not allowed then the example
should be removed.

Page 21- Adverse impacts will be assumed to exist when-

Benj suggests that the percentages are too restrictive. Peter feels these will avoid negative impacts from poorly
sited projects. These percentages seek to protect the neighbors. PC agrees to amend as follows;

1* bullet- change to 20%

2" bullet- Ok as drafted

3" bullet- change to 30%

Rob- Stated that most people agree that their solar project (Misty Knoll) is well sited but these siting standards
would not allow their project to be developed. PC discussed that it is not the percentage of the view shed but the
scale and perspective of the project from the abutting vantage points. Distance and topography influence the
impact of a solar project. Francie asked if the travel speed negates impacts? Pat supports the percentage of total
view. Nathan suggests that the standard needs to be clear and measurable. PC agrees to revisit next meeting

9#5- Strike last sentence. Paragraph should end after January 1, 2010.
Page 22-

9#2- PC discussed at length the appropriate size of solar projects. Peter suggests that the total acres should be 20
acres. Jim does not support that amount of acres. Peter noted that this needs to be decided. Nathan described

standard and speed programs. 2.2 mW is the most efficient and cost effective. 2.2 can easily be sited on 20 acres
but with setbacks, etc. the parcel size will be required to be 27 acres or more. Peter noted that limiting the size to
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10 acres will effectively limit the Solar project size to 500 kW net-metered. Peter suggests that the PSB will be
more inclined to support the most efficient and effective setups. Benj supports projects that 20 acres. PC
concluded that they would support developed solar projects that cover 20 acres or less and not consider
power output/size.

Jim- asked how do we argue for projects 20 acres in size when the Town just voted to spend §$ to intercede in
anything over 300kW? Members felt that the Town voted to support was the Town Plan as currently adopted. If
the Town feels that if 20 acres is too excessive they will vote the Town Plan amendment down. If they vote to
support the amendment then the motivation to intercede would not be supported.

Peter agreed to make the edits as discussed and agreed to tonight. Members felt that they will meet on 4/27/2015 to
review. Peter will send to members once the edits are complete.

Town Zoning Bylaw amendments- No action, will consider next meeting.

Waivers- No action, will consider next meeting.
Board Clerk replacement- No action, will consider next meeting.

ITI. REVIEW OF MINUTES
1. March 9,2015- Pat moved to approve the minutes of March 9, 2015 as drafted, Peter 2nds. Approved
5-yes, 0-no and Francie abstained.
2. March 23, 2015- Pat moved to approve the minutes of March 23, 2015 as drafted, Benj 2nds.
Approved 6-yes and 0-no
Pat left at 9:15 PM

IV. CORRESPONDENCE
PC reviewed:

a. Village Center Designation renewal- update

b. Addison Independent editorial

c. 7-Days article “communities demand more say on solar projects”

d. PC communications to Selectboard, Legislators, Katie Pickens and other PC
c.

V. OTHER - NEXT MEETING
Next meeting of the PC is scheduled for April 27, 2015.

VL ADJOURNMENT
Rob moved to adjourn at 9:20 PM, Benj 2nds. Approved, 5 yes, 0 no.

Approved on: "“ \)-S' \ \""
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