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Town of New Haven
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
New Haven Town Office
Monday, April 14, 2025
Meeting Minutes

[Approved by unanimous voice vote at June 9, 2025 PC meeting.]

Planning Commission (PC) Members Present: Kathy Cahill, Rob Litch, Maggie Eaton, Benj
Putnam (in person);and Bev Landon (remote, until 7:20 p.m.)

Staff Present:

Peggy Connor, Zoning Administrator & Minutes

Visitors Present:
Addison County Regional Planning Commission (ACRPC) Emergency Management Planner
Andrew L'Roe (remote)

. Call to Order
Kathy Cahill called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

1.

Adjustments to Agenda

» Add: Energy Committee Report (Maggie Eaton)

2. Visitors’ Business

None.

Energy Committee Report (Maggie Eaton)

The Municipal Planning Grant to be used for hiring an engineer to provide a
budget for energy efficiency options for the train depot was submitted March 315t
Building Communities Grant Programs may be another funding option for the
depot; however, there are restrictions to consider, including a town match and
use of the depot for cultural events. Steve Dupoise will also weigh in.

A public meeting on the Vergennes Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL)
Study was recently held to identify definitive options to reduce the impacts of thru
truck traffic on Route 22A in downtown Vergennes. The PEL Study began in
2021 and is nearing its conclusion. The two options now being considered, and a
third put on hold include:

1) Northbound truck traffic would leave VT 22A at the western end of Prospect
Cemetery before crossing Panton Road just to the west of the Otter Creek
Mobile Home Park. A new bridge over Otter Creek would take truck traffic
onto state-owned land, where the new roadway would turn to the east,
crossing Botsford Road and the Potash Brook ravine before rejoining VT 22A
just north of the Vergennes Police Station. Southbound truck traffic would
reverse the route.

2) Northbound truck traffic would leave VT 22A at the Bailey Farm in Panton
and head north across farmland and Panton Road before crossing Otter
Creek on a new bridge onto state-owned land and following the same route
as the alternative above. Southbound truck traffic would reverse the route.

3) Northbound truck traffic would leave VT 22A at Addison Four Corners, turning
eastward to traverse the 7.5 miles along VT 17 at New Haven Junction, and
then head north. Southbound traffic would follow VT 22A through downtown
Vergennes as usual.

A New Haven resident has decided to delay participating in the Weatherization
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59 Repayment Assistance Program (WRAP) while the Energy Committee
60 researches other options with Neighborhood Works of Western Vermont, a
61 community development non-profit located in West Rutland serving Addison,
62 Rutland, and Bennington Counties.
63
gésl Il. Zoning Administrator’s Report
66 ZA Peggy Connor shared highlights from the Federal Emergency Management Agency
67 (FEMA) Work Map webinar on April 8". The FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) that
68 are used to designate the 100-year floodplain regulated by municipalities are based on
69 paper maps that date back to the 1980s. FEMA and USGS have been working on updating
70 these maps for approximately five years and are nearing completion. The Town will work
71 with Addison County Regional Planning Commission (ACRPC) to ensure that the proposed
72 maps accurately reflect New Haven’s Flood Hazard District.
73
74 lll. Review Working Drafts of FEMA Flood Maps
75 Addison County Regional Planning Commission (ACRPC) Emergency Management Planner
76 Andrew L'Roe joined the meeting remotely to review the work map showing Proposed
77 Hazard Areas, compared to New Haven’s existing Flood Hazard District Map, as well as the
78 14 panels maps on the USGS Sharepoint site. Upon further review, Planning Commission
79 members are asked to send any questions or comments to FEMA by May 16". Andrew will
80 keep the Planning Commission informed of any updates on the process and provide
81 additional maps upon request.
82
83 IV. Approve Planning Commission Meeting Minutes for February 10, 2025
84 » Correction on Line 11: delete Rob Litch’s name from those listed as present.
85
86 Maggie Eaton moved to approve February 10, 2025 meeting minutes as amended; Kathy
87 Cahill seconded. Motion carried with 4 members in favor (M. Eaton, K. Cahill, B. Putnam, B.
88 Landon), 0 opposed and 1 abstaining (R. Litch). MOTION PASSED.
89
90 Approve PC Meeting Minutes for March 11, 2025
91 Rob Litch moved to approve March 11, 2025 meeting minutes as presented; Kathy Cahill
92 seconded. Motion carried with 3 members in favor (R. Litch, K. Cahill, M. Eaton), 0 opposed,
93 and 2 abstaining (B. Putnam, B. Landon)
94
95 Proposal to Selectboard to Reduce Number of Positions on Planning Commission
96 Noting that “a quorum” is calculated by counting the number of total positions on a board or
97 committee, regardless of any vacancies or recusals, PC members agreed to propose that
98 the Selectboard reduce the number of positions on the Planning Commission from 7 to 5.
99 Ensuring a quorum is achieved each month to take formal action and make decisions is
100 more likely if the Planning Commission consists of 5 members versus 7.
101
102 V. Adjourn
103 Benj Putnam moved to adjourn; Kathy Cahill seconded. Motion carried with 3 members in
104 favor (M. Eaton, K. Cahill, R. Litch) and 0 opposed. MOTION PASSED.
105
106 Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
107
108 Respectfully submitted,
109 Peggy Connor



