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Town of New Haven
PLANNING COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETING
New Haven Town Office
Monday, April 15, 2024
Meeting Minutes

[Approved by unanimous voice vote at May 13, 2024 PC meeting.]

Planning Commission (PC) Members Present: Co-chairs Kathy Cahill and Rob Litch, Maggie

Eaton (in person), Benj Putnam (remote).

ABSENT: Megan Ooms, Bev Landon

Staff Present:
Peggy Connor, Zoning Administrator & Minutes

Visitors Present:
Dan Mallach, architect with Dubois & King; Matthew Arancio, VTRANS regional planning
coordinator (remote)

I. Call to Order:
Kathy Cahill called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.

1. Adjustments to Agenda
None.

2. Visitors’ Business
None.

Il. Continue Review of Recommended Updates to Town Plan;
» Review Required Elements and Proposed Goals for Each Section

12 Elements Required by Statute 24 V.S.A. 84382:

1. A statement of the Town’s objectives, policies, and programs to guide
future growth.

2. Aland use plan consisting of a map and statement of present and
prospective land uses.

3. A transportation plan, consisting of a map and statement of present and
prospective transportation and circulation facilities.

4. A utility and facility plan, consisting of a map and statement of present
and prospective community facilities and public utilities.

5. A statement of policies on the preservation of rare and irreplaceable
natural areas, scenic and historical features and resources.

6. An educational facilities plan consisting of a map and statement of
present and projected uses, and the local public school system.

7. A recommended program for the implementation of the objectives of the
development plan.

8. A statement indicating how the plan relates to development trends.

9. An Energy Plan.

10. A housing element with a recommended program for addressing
affordable housing.
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Town of New Haven
Special Planning Commission Meeting
April 15, 2024

11. An economic development element describing present economic
conditions.
12. A flood resilience plan.

Kathy Cahill reviewed additional suggested changes to pages 4-14 of the current Town Plan,
posted on the Town website (https://www.newhavenvt.com/) to include:

» Introduction rewrite

» 1.1 Our People and Community:
Policy: Support local small farmers
Goal: Encourage residents to shop locally...
Action: Work with bike tour groups to include New Haven farm markets on
routes....
Policy: Protect New Haven'’s natural resources and valued agricultural scenic
character from the challenges posed by undesirable fragmentation and climate
change.
Goal: Reduce agriculture runoff into streams, creeks and rivers in New Haven.
Action: Encourage residents to file anonymous complaints about farm field
erosion when they see it with the USDA/NRCS Middlebury office and the State
VT Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets.

» Updated Census data

» Transportation:
Policy: Support mass transit options to connect New Haven with the broader
community.
Goal: Increase awareness of free bus service offered by Tri-Valley Transit.
Action: Print brochures with bus schedules, and the fact that it is free, and make
available at town office, library, Village Green Market, etc.

» 1.2 Our Physical Place — Housing
Policy: Encourage modernization of existing housing to prolong its utility in an
attractive and energy-efficient manner...
Action: Make or obtain copies of this publication and have a combined kick-off
event with the library, and historical society...
Goal: Create interest in New Haven’s architectural heritage...

Benj Putnam pointed out that the Town Plan is about a vision for the Town, and realistic ways to
accomplish that vision. Because the Town cannot regulate farm run-off, for example, the
Planning Commission must focus on those topics within their scope.

Kathy Cahill suggested modeling New Haven'’s updated town plan after the Town of Braintree’s,
which was adopted September 2023.

Maggie Eaton suggested the following goals:
» Transportation:
Goal: Comply with Vermont goals to decrease greenhouse gases.
» Housing:
Goal: Increase density housing to preserve open space, conserve land for farms,
forests, and natural habitats
» Natural Resources:
Goal: Maintain rural and agricultural nature of New Haven.
Benj Putnam added:
Goal: Minimize forest fragmentation and preserve habitat.
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Town of New Haven
Special Planning Commission Meeting
April 15, 2024

Rob Litch suggested:
Goal: Maintain/preserve good quality agricultural soil within the town.

PC members agreed to the following changes:

» Eliminate “Traffic Counts”
» Page 40 under “Vehicular Transportation” to read: “US Route 7” and “VT Route 17”

The following maps will be updated:
» Transportation Map (from VTrans)
» Highway Map (VTrans)

NEXT STEPS:
Adopt similar format to Braintree’s town plan: https://braintreevt.qov/draft-revised-town-
plan-05-18-2023/

e Match existing Goals and Objectives (pp. 8-13) and Recommended Actions (pp.
77-80) with each of the 7 Sections below, and determine relevance to updated
Town Plan.

1) Population and Housing (Kathy)

2) Local Economy and Economic Development (Rob)
3) Utility and Facilities Plan (Kathy)

4) Education Facilities Plan

5) Transportation (Maggie)

6) Natural Resources (Benj)

7) Land use Plan

e Consider changing names of sections (i.e., “Population and Housing” to
“Population and Housing Data,” to include recent census data)

¢ Determine whether the following maps and tables should be included:
p. 17 — Age Distribution of People
p. 18 — Types of Households
pp. 19-20 — Demographic Profile
. 21 — Geographic Mobility of Residents
. 22 — Educational Attainment
. 27 — Agricultural Soils Map
28 — Classes of Workers
29 — Employment Percentage by Industry
30 — Median Earnings for Full-time Year-round Workers by Sex
31 — Proportion of Households with Various Income Sources
. 31 — Poverty Rates
32 — Town-Owned Lands
. 40 - VTRANS Map of New Haven Roads
. 41 — VTRANS Traffic Counts
. 42 — VTRANS Transportation and Facilities Map
. 45 — VTRANS Habitat Map
. 46 — VTRANS Watersheds Map
. 49 — VTRANS Wetlands and Flood Hazards Map
. 66 — VTRANS Land Use Planning Areas Map

COOTTTOOTTTOTTTT
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lll. Discussion: Recommendations to Selectboard for ACRPC Alternate
Kathy Cahill volunteered to serve as the town’s alternate to the Addison County Regional
Planning Commission. PC members voiced their support and recommended that the
Selectboard appoint Kathy Cabhill to the ACRPC as an alternate.

IV. PC Terms Ending in 2024

Planning Commission members whose term expires in 2024 include Bev Landon, Maggie
Eaton, and Kathy Cahill. Maggie and Kathy will send a letter of interest to Town Clerk Pam
Kingman to be considered by the Selectboard for re-appointment.

V. Approve PC Meeting Minutes for March 11, 2024
Benj Putnam moved to approve meeting minutes for March 11, 2024; Maggie Eaton
seconded. Motion passed unanimously 4-0 (K. Cabhill, R. Litch, B. Putnam, M. Eaton)

VI. Results of PEL Study Land Use Visioning Workshops: Dan Mallach of Dubois &
King

VTRANS regional planning coordinator Matthew Arancio joined Dan Mallach remotely to

address any comments or questions from Planning Commission members following their

review of the Vergennes Planning and Environment Linkages Study (available online at:

https://vtrans.vermont.gov/planning/VergennesPEL

Dan explained that information continues to be gathered which engineers re-score based on

criteria. One or two recommendations, together with a no-build option, will likely be the result

of the study; however, nothing is off the table at this point.

VII. Adjourn

Kathy Cahill moved to adjourn; Maggie Eaton seconded. MOTION PASSED
UNANIMOUSLY 3-0 (K. Cahill, R. Litch, M. Eaton) [Benj Putnam left meeting at 8:16 p.m.].
Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

The Planning Commission will hold its next meeting on Monday, May 13" at 7:00 p.m. at the

Town Offices.

Respectfully submitted,
Peggy Connor, Zoning Administrator
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