Town of New Haven Special Selectboard Meeting
7:00 pm
Tuesday, April 7, 2020
Town Offices

** This meeting was held via GoToMeeting due to Covid-19 concerns. **

Selectboard: Chair, Steve Dupoise, Vice Chair, Kathy Barrett, Taborri Bruhl, John
Roleau, and Jim Walsh

Town Administrator / ZA: Aaron Brown

Visitors: None

Steve Dupoise called the meeting to order at 7:05.

VISITORS BUSNESS:
No visitors attended the meeting.

TOWN ADMINISTRATORS REPORT:
1. COVID-19 Response:

Aaron Brown reported that the Town Offices remain closed and will follow VT
Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for guidance
on when to re-open to the public. Staff are coming in individually as needed for essential
tasks, keeping one another aware of their office use, and sanitizing workspaces. Staff
now have remote server access.

Brown reported the DRB meeting April 6 posed some challenges as there were two
detailed commercial site plans to review. He said he will more strongly encourage
remote meeting attendees to download materials before the meeting and to have them
on their desktop. Kathy Barrett agreed to that approach.

Brown said he is thinking about longer-term implications for office operations. The
original goal to reopen the office was April 16, but that is not going to occur. Tabbori
Bruhl agreed. Brown said he is not currently concerned with a major work backlog, but
staff should be prepared to intake more vital records requests, title searches, etc. than
normal when the office re-opens. Staff are still checking mail, keeping payroll going, and
taking zoning and driveway applications. Dog licenses are extended.



Brown asked if anyone has seen any major burning activity. He reminded the group that
Fire Warden Dave Heisler put out a no-burn order. The group reported no major activity.
John Roleau said he was recently asked for clarification about small fire pits, and the
group affirmed that those are not covered under the fire ordinance.

Brown reported the FEMA reimbursement request for the Halloween flood was
extended to May, but staff are mostly finished with it. He expects the request to be up to
approximately $20,000.

Steve Dupoise said that Governor Scott released a COVID disaster declaration today.
Brown said that would definitely cover the town for the operation of emergency
response, but he would have to investigate what else it covers. He is not certain if it will
cover lost staff time.

2. Road Update:

Brown said the crew has nearly finished road grading with traffic volumes being so low.
He has advised them to follow the mask and social distancing guidance from the state.
Road Foreman Tim Rich expressed concerns to Brown about the availability of masks,
and Brown encouraged him to check with the fire department. First responders received
a shipment of personal protective equipment (PPEs) early on.

The Town has been in touch with Ashley Bishop, our regional VTrans district engineer,
about the Beaver Brook culvert replacement. She expressed flexibility with the project
schedule should it change.

3. Town Buildings: No updates

4. AUTHORIZATIONS:

1. Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve the pay orders for the week ending
4/06/20 in the amount of $19,384.27, seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Jim Walsh said
that he and Brown have exchanged emails about the bill for the grease trap at
Town Hall. Walsh asked Brown to investigate the agreement over septic
maintenance that was made with the school district due. Walsh is concerned
about releasing too much grease into the shared mound system. Brown agreed
to research the topic. Vote taken by roll call. 5 yes / 0 no

2. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 03/28/20, in
the amount of $ 4772.97, seconded by Kathy Barrett. Vote taken by roll call. 5
yes /0 no



3. Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 04/04/20, in
the amount of $ 4104.81, seconded by Tabbori Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call. 5
yes /0 no

4. Barrett asked if the “existing structures” section on page two needs more details.
Brown agreed to look into that issue. Barrett made a motion to approve applying
for a Class Il highways grant, seconded by Roleau. Vote 5 yes / 0 no.

5. The Red Cross has requested to move the date of its blood drive to May 9.
Dupoise acknowledged that the Board already approved the event and the fee
waiver. Brown said he thought they more recently moved the date to May 23.
Bruhl said he thought he saw the same. The Board agreed to allow the Red
Cross to hold its blood drive at whatever date it needs Town Hall.

6. Dupoise discussed the Sherman driveway access permit at 630 East Street.
Brown explained it's an existing agricultural access on land that was recently
subdivided. The Sherman brothers want the option to build the lot into a
residential property in the future, but don’t have immediate plans. Motion to
approve the Sherman driveway access at 630 East Street was made by Taborri
Bruhl and seconded by Jim Walsh. Vote taken by roll call. 5 yes / 0 no

7. Bruhl made a motion to approve the Selectboard meeting minutes dated March
24, 2020. Seconded by Barrett. Vote taken by roll call. 4 yes / 1 abstention
(Walsh)

5. Appointments:

The Board agreed to forego appointments to town offices until a further date. Most
volunteers have agreed to continue in their current roles.

6. Executive Session:

Bruhl moved to go into executive session to discuss a contract negotiation related to
a proposed VELCO backup control center to ensure the Town’s interest are met.
Dupoise seconded. Vote taken by roll call. 5 yes / 0 no.

Barrett moved to exit executive session. Bruhl seconded. Vote taken by roll call. 5
yes / 0 no. Barrett motioned to authorize Walsh and Dupoise to continue to work with

VELCO on negotiations.. Bruhl seconded. 5 yes / 0 no

7. Other Business:

Barrett mentioned correspondence from Town Assessor Spencer Potter, which
states that the Grand List does not need to be filed until August, which makes it



difficult to determine the educational tax rate. Dupoise said the Town should
encourage Potter to complete the Grand List as close to the original date as
possible. Dupoise encouraged that the town consider implications for its tax due
date, work according to health guidelines, and complete the Grand List as soon as
possible.

Barrett motioned to adjourn. Bruh! seconded. Vote taken by roll call. 5 yes / 0 no.

Adjourn: 8:00 pm
Respectfully submitted:
Aaron Brown

Approved on: Y- 2i-20
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