Town of New Haven
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
New Haven Town Office
Monday, August 12, 2024
Meeting Minutes

[Approved by unanimous voice vote at September 9, 2024 PC meeting.]

Planning Commission (PC) Members Present: Co-chairs Kathy Cahill and Rob Litch, Maggie
Eaton (in person); Megan Ooms, Benj Putnam, and Bev Landon (remote).

Staff Present:
Peggy Connor, Zoning Administrator & Minutes

Visitors Present:
Amanda Froeschle (remote)

I. Call to Order:
Kathy Cahill called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.

1. Adjustments to Agenda
None.

2. Visitors’ Business
Amanda Froeschle who recently moved to East Street joined the meeting remotely to learn
more about the current work of New Haven’s Planning Commission.

II. Zoning Administrator Report
ZA Peggy Connor noted that the new draft of the Town Plan incorporates changes to date by
the Planning Commission as well as new language for Chapters 1-5 for review by PC members.

lll. Continue Work on Town Plan Update:
» Review Draft Language for Chapters 1-5: Population, Local Economy,
Utilities & Facilities, Transportation, Natural Resources

PC members agreed to the following changes/additions/corrections:

v' Page 4 Over-Arching Goals and Policies: ADD: 6. Continue raising awareness within
the community on what individuals might do to reduce their carbon footprints (i.e.,
purchase energy-efficient appliances, consider an electric or hybrid vehicle, reduce
food waste, walk more/drive less, etc.)

v Page 4 Over-Arching Goals and Policies: ADD 7. The goal of the Energy Plan is to
comply with the Vermont State mandate to reduce greenhouse gas pollution by 80%
compared to 1990 levels by 2050. The Plan seeks to achieve this goal by specifying
how to both reduce the use of fossil fuels and expand the production of local
renewable energy. By adopting this Plan, in accordance with Vermont requirements,
New Haven acquired substantial deference in the approval of renewable energy
developments within its borders.

v Page 9 Employment: 2" paragraph to read: “According to the 2020 U.S. Census,
approximately 77.1% of wage earners work within Addison County, while
approximately 22.7% commute outside the county. An estimated 57% of workers
commute between 10 and 20 minutes to work, 9% commute less than 10 minutes,
and 33.7% commute more than 25 minutes from home.”

v" Page 11 New Haven Town-Owned Properties table: delete “0” under “Location” (i.e.,
Plank Road, Main Street, etc.)

v Page 14 Recreation, 3" paragraph, last sentence to read: “The western half of the
trail has been well maintained by the Dubois Brothers of Addison. Access to the old
cemetery is via this route. The eastern half of the trail has not been maintained.”
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v' Page 16 typo, Line 8: Should read “year-round.”

v' Page 19 last paragraph to read: “Due to the high cost of road maintenance, the Town

actively discourages any unnecessary and/or unsafe new curb cuts in order to

minimize safety problems which additional access points may cause.”

Page 20 Rail Transportation: substitute image with that of New Haven Depot

Page 21: Kathy Cahilll to draft language on New Haven’s portion of the Triangle Bike

Loop

v Page 22 Natural Areas: Kathy Cabhill to identify the “six areas” listed as “significant
natural communities” by the Vermont Dept. of Fish & Wildlife

v Page 22 Natural Areas, 2" paragraph: ADD link to Habitat Map on Vt. Dept. of Fish

& Wildlife website

Page 22 Waterways and Wetlands 4): ADD link to New Haven River Watch

Page 23 Goals: typo, 2" line under Policies: should read “Creek”

AN

AN

» Review Updated Maps/Graphs from ACRPC (Carissa Finnerty)

Kathy Cahill noted that Carissa’s internship with Addison County Regional Planning
Commission (ACRPC) ended on August 9"; however, another AmeriCorps volunteer will be
on board soon to continue updating the Town Plan’s maps and graphs.

v

e Soils Map
e Graphs re: Households, Housing Units, Population, Income,
Education, Employment

o Check Accuracy of “Housing Structure Types” Figures

o Review Updated U.S. Census Figures in Chapter Two “Employment”
PC members agreed that the Soils Map provided by Carissa needs clarification; i.e.,
define “local,” “prime,” and “state agricultural soils;” legibly show street names, and
specify “Cultivated Land.”

Add sources for graphs: “U.S. Census” and “American Community Services.”

Add two different sets of data for Vital Statistics and Population as current numbers do
not match; suggest 3 graphs: Population, Voter Population, Births & Deaths

“School Enrollment” graph should include number of New Haven students, reflecting
numbers cited under 1.2 Education.

Delete “Median Income Sale Price with Necessary vs. True Income” graph

IV. Approve PC Meeting Minutes for July 8, 2024
Correction under Energy Committee Update, paragraph 3; should read: “The state’s ultimate
goal is to cut greenhouse gas pollution levels to 80% below 1990 levels by 2050.” Maggie Eaton
moved to approve meeting minutes for July 8, 2024 as amended; Kathy Cahill seconded.
MOTION PASSED 5 in favor, 0 opposed, and 1 abstaining (Benj Putnam). MOTION PASSED.

V.

Adjourn

Maggie Eaton moved to adjourn; Benj Putnam seconded. MOTION PASSED 6 in favor, O
opposed. MOTION PASSED. Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Peggy Connor, Zoning Administrator



