Town of New Haven Selectboard Meeting
7:00 pm
Tuesday, August 18, 2020
Town Offices

** Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, this meeting was held via GoToMeeting**

Selectboard: Chair Steve Dupoise, Vice Chair Kathy Barrett, Taborri Bruhl, John Roleau
Member Absent: Jim Walsh
Town Administrator / ZA: Aaron Brown

Visitors: Vicki Boise and Abigail Diehl-Noble

ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA: Addition of Riverside Cemetery Fence deposit to
the pay order for the amount of $6,780.

TRASH ON VILLAGE GREEN: Aaron Brown reported that the Town has received

some complaints about trash accumulating on the Town Green gazebo. Town Treasurer
Danielle Cummings (not present) suggested moving to a “pack-in/pack-out” policy.
Tabbori Bruhl said that policy could invite a litter problem. The Selectboard encouraged
Brown to change from a will-call trash pick up to a regular pick up during busier months.

TOWN ADMINISTRATORS REPORT given by Aaron Brown:

1. COVID-19 Response — In-person voting was relatively light this year due to
COVID and a high percentage of absentee ballots. The Town received 200
reusable masks, and Brown and the Fire Department will work to distribute them
to residents. Kathy Barrett and Brown had communicated by email about
reimbursable COVID expenses. Brown said the state might reimburse the cost of
plexiglass screenings for polling places. The state directly shipped hand sanitizer
and masks. Barrett said that any absentee ballot postage expenses should also
be covered.

Discussions diverged from the agenda. Steve Dupoise announced that VELCO received
a certificate of public good for its back-up operations center and the Town could expect
a payment to cover legal and consulting fees and to add to the Conservation Fund this

fall.



2. Road Update:

e Beaver Brook project: Quaker Village Road has the new arch
culvert, the road has been paved, a new dry hydrant is in place, the
old gravel “beach” is gone, and guardrails are installed. The only task
left is to hydroseed the site. FEMA officials in Texas will review the
request for paving reimbursement. A site visit with FEMA several
weeks ago was positive.

e Road Crew Evaluations: Brown and Road Foreman Tim Rich came
to an agreement about the employee evaluation process. Brown
asked if any Selectboard members wished to be involved in the
review process. The Selectboard instructed Brown to conduct the
evaluations.

e Barrett asked about a blasting bill for Plank Road and where that
project occurred. Brown responded that it occurred on the eastern
section of the road. Dupoise asked whether the Town wants to move
forward with the bridge replacement on Plank Road. John Roleau
said that, if the Town does, it needs to engage an engineer to update
previous studies.

3. Town Buildings and Land:

e Chuck’s, which works on the Town Office geothermal system, placed
a bid on two cold climate heat pumps for the basement of Town Hall
for a total of $13,627. The Selectboard agreed to continue seeking
more price proposals.

e Brown is working with Bishop Fencing of Bristol on the schedule to
replace the fencing at Riverside Cemetery. Taborri Bruhl urged Brown
to discuss fence height and mowing with George Crane.

e Dupoise asked if there were other items to address. Brown said some
people have expressed concern about the safety of the picnic tables
on the Town Green, and one of the two wooden bleachers at the ball
field needs to be taken down. The Road Crew can remove both. John
Roleau agreed to look into purchasing picnic tables from local boy
scouts.

AUTHORIZATIONS:

1.

Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 08/08/2020,
in the amount of $5,074.29. Seconded by John Roleau. Vote by roll call: 4 yes /0
no.

Roleau made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 8/15/20, in the
amount of $4,335.47. Seconded by Barrett. Vote by roll call: 4 yes / 0 no.



3. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the pay orders for 8/18/2020, in the
amount of $59,372.08. Seconded by Kathy Barrett. Vote by roll call: 4 yes / 0 no.

4. Steve Dupoise made a motion to approve the Riverside Cemetery fence deposit
of $6,780 to Bishop Fencing. Bruhl seconded. Vote by roll call: 4 yes / 0 no.

5. Barrett made a motion to accept July financial statements. Steve Dupoise
seconded. Vote by roli call: 4 yes / 0 no.

VISITORS BUSINESS:

Vicki Boise and Abigail Diehl-Noble presented Halloween 2020 plans, including the
following announcement:

«x+6t" Annual New Haven Town Wide Halloween Event***

Save the date - October 23rd & 24th.

Halloween is NOT cancelled! Due to Covid 19 guidelines, we will not be decorating
inside the church this year. Instead, we invite you to decorate your front yard, driveway,
porch, or business along with us for the community to enjoy a drive-by Halloween
experience. If you don’t have an outdoor space, but want to participate, we have space
available to offer, just contact us. We hope that you and your neighbors will join us in
the spirit of fun this year.

We will be sharing a map of places in town that are decorated for drive by viewing. If
you have questions or want to get on the map, please contact the New Haven Events
Committee at newhaveneventsvt@gmail.com or reach out to Sara Smith - (802)-877-
3080 or Vicki Boise - (802)989-1334.

AUTHORIZATIONS CONTINUED

6. Driveway Access Permit — Tim Boutin and Barbara Torian at 181 South
Street. Vote taken by roll call: 3 yes / 0 no / 1 abstain (Barrett).

7. Vermont Gas System Request to Work in the Right of Way at 73 South
Street — Motion made by Bruhl. Seconded by Barrett. Vote taken by roll call: 4
yes / 0 no.

8. Town Hall Dehumidification: Brown presented a proposal from Chuck’s to
install two 24,000 BTU Mitsubishi heat pumps with one condenser and required
piping for $13,627. Bruhl expressed concern about the cost being too high.
Dupoise said he spoke with Climate Systems Inc. about a solution with a built-in
humidistat, but the company seemed busy. Barrett asked if the proposal from
Chuck’s includes rebates, and Brown responded no. Bruhl said some 24,000
BTU units cost only $1,500 before installation. Dupoise suggested that the need
for dehumidifying the space is nearly at a close for the season, and Bruhl
suggested the group continue to explore options. Barrett motioned to table the



discussion of a heat pump purchase. Bruhl seconded. Vote by roll call: 4 yes / 0
no. Dupoise and Brown will continue to research options.

9. Fire Warden Appointment: Barrett motioned to recommend Dean Gilmore as
Fire Warden to the State of Vermont. Bruhl seconded. Vote by roll call: 4 yes /0
no.

10.Dog Ordinance: Bruhl made a motion to table the discussion of the Dog
Ordinance. Seconded by Barrett. Vote by roll call: 4 yes / 0 no.

11. Traffic Ordinance: Road commissioner Aaron Brown presented an updated
traffic ordinance to present for a town vote. Bruhl motioned to approve the new
traffic ordinance. Barrett seconded. Vote by roll call: 4 yes / 0 no.

12.Request of Volunteer Funds — Pam Kingman recommended that the
Selectboard contribute $100 in volunteer recognition funds to Tim Bouton for
supplying materials for and building plexiglass barriers for the August primary.
Dupoise made a motion to approve the use of volunteer funds. Barrett seconded.
Vote by roll call 4 yes / 0 no.

13. Dupoise made a motion to approve the minutes from 08/04/2020. Seconded by
Bruhl. Vote by roll call 4 yes / 0 no

Adjourn: 8:06 pm

Respectfully submitted:

Aaron Brown, Town Administrator
Approved on 1= =20
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