Town of New Haven Selectboard Meeting
7:00 pm
Tuesday, August 4, 2020
Town Offices

*%

** Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, this meeting was held via GoToMeeting

Selectboard: Chair, Steve Dupoise, Vice Chair, Kathy Barrett, Taborri Bruhl, John
Roleau and Jim Walsh

Town Administrator / ZA: Aaron Brown

Treasurer, Danielle Cummings

Selectboard Assistant: Pam Kingman

Visitors: Dog Warden, Wayne Marcelle and Marcia Dupoise

ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA: Letter from Attorney Hill to Alice and Jeffrey New
re: driveway access

VISITORS BUSNESS:
Dog Ordinance Discussion: Attorney Hill has updated the Dog Ordinance to be

more compliant with new State guidelines and adjust it to some of the “real life”
experiences our Dog Warden has been through. Wayne Marcelle weighed in on
some of the newer additions in the new ordinance, such as the definition of a vicious
dog and a potentially vicious dog. Also discussed the definition of a working farm
dog / disturbing the peace and a licensed kennel. The Board asked Wayne to submit
his questions and suggestions to Steve Dupoise, Aaron Brown or Pam Kingman,
and they will forward to attorney Hill.

Wayne added he has reviewed the video provided by Nancy Myrick, and there is
absolutely nothing on it. He is concerned that the video shows nothing, yet 4
different people have had issues with their dogs. There have been no incidents since
the last one. The Board discussed asking the people who have had issues, to keep
an eye out to be sure the dogs are enclosed in the kennel. Wayne has driven by
and has not seen the dogs outside or in the kennel.

Wayne asked Taborri Bruhl if he had a chance to look into the Roth dogs excessive
barking on Munger Street. Taborri admittedly forgot to about it, but will look into the

matter.



Fall Roadside Mowing: The Board recently approved the purchase of a roadside
mower, now the issue is how to approach the matter with David Miner who was hired
to do two mowing’s in the summer and fall. There were several complaints about the
summer mowing, that it was just not a job well done. The Board accepted Miner's
bid for two mowings; there is no signed contract. There is concern from some that
the bid was accepted, and now we going to renege on the second mowing. Aaron
Brown will contact Miner and tell him we have recently purchased a roadside mower,
and gauge his reaction.

TOWN ADMINISTRATORS REPORT given by Aaron Brown:
1. COVID-19 Response — Pam Kingman has been very busy with absentee ballots;
otherwise not much has changed.
2. Road Update:
» Beaver Brook project: Hutchins is ahead of schedule; they recently

completed the arch and removed the old gravel. No dry hydrant work
yet; but they are ahead of schedule.

Twitchell Hill Road Culvert replacement: The old cement culvert
had started to separate, creating a sink hole. There were pieces of
plastic culvert fashioned to the each end of the culvert. All of this has
been removed and replaced with a new culvert. Aaron said at budget
time we lumped culverts and guardrails together. He feels the need
for guardrails on Twitchell Hill Road far outweighs the need for them
on LeDuc Road.

Traffic Ordinance Recommendations: Aaron has been working on
updating the Traffic Ordinance with Road Foreman, Tim Rich’s input.
They agree signage is one topic that needs attention, stop signs in
particular. The crew recently added yield signs to the end of Sargent
Cross Rd and on the East St. Extension. These new signs need to be
included in the updated ordinance. The yield sign at the end of
Campground Road as you enter Pearson Road was also discussed.
It will remain a yield sign. Aaron will have a clean copy of the
proposed Traffic Ordinance for approval at the next Selectboard
meeting.

3. Town Buildings and Land:

No bids on either the dehumidification system in the Town Hall or the
Town Hall entry. Aaron said White Oak Construction is willing to
discuss re-writing their bid to remove re-doing the decking on the front
porch. Aaron is frustrated, he has spoken to numerous businesses
who say they want to have a site visit, but don’t show up. Steve



Dupoise said he is willing to reach out to some businesses re:
dehumidification system.

AUTHORIZATIONS:

1.

2,

Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 7/25/20, in
the amount of $4,668.95, seconded by Kathy Barrett Vote by roll call 5 yes /0 no
Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 8/1/20, in
the amount of $4,189.02, seconded by Taborri Bruhl Vote by roll call 5 yes / 0 no
Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the pay orders for the week ending
8/4/20, in the amount of $256,939.90, seconded by Kathy Barrett Vote by roll
call 5 yes /0 no

Zoning fee Waiver for the United Way of Addison County Temporary signage
at New Haven Junction. The United Way would like to put up a large “Stuff the
Bus” banner. Aaron would like to waive the $40.00 fee.

Taborri Bruhl made a motion to waive the zoning fee for the United Ways “Stuff
the Bus” banner. Motion seconded by John Roleau. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes /
0 no

Beaver Brook Requisition Request # 2 — This Requisition is reflected in the
Pay Order in the amount of $216,132.08.

Municipal Roads Grants-In-Aid Program: Taborri Bruhl made a motion to have
Aaron Brown pursue this grant opportunity, with Larry Buck’s help. Motion
seconded by Jim Walsh Vote by roll call 5 yes / 0 no Aaron Brown said Larry
Buck is eager to get started on this grant application, he is inclined to go for the
smaller projects to start with.

Municipal Roads Grants-in-Aid Equipment Opportunity: ACRPC is offering
this grant opportunity for the purchase of equipment. Road Foreman, Tim Rich
has indicated a compact roller as his first choice and a mulcher as the second
choice. The Town will be reimbursed up to 80% of the purchase. Aaron asked for
John Rouleau’s help with this grant.

Set Tax Rate: Kathy Barrett made a motion to set the Municipal Tax Rate at
$0.5067, seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote by roll call 5 yes / 0 no Discuss the
school tax rate so high, and the $300k payment to the school last year. Also
discussed being mindful at budget time in determining paving projects.
Homestead Declaration late filing penalty: Jim Walsh made a motion to set
the penalty for filing a late Homestead Declaration at 1%, due to the high tax
rate, COVID and unemployment. The motion fails due to a lack of a second.

The Board discussed the penalty, it has been set at 3% for many years, and this
year people had an extra two months to file their Homestead Declaration.



Treasurer, Danielle Cummings explained, the reason for setting the penalty is to
stop people from filing nonresidential over residential to get a lower tax rate.
Kathy Barrett made a motion to set the penalty for filing a late Homestead
Declaration at 3%. Motion seconded by Taborri Bruhl Vote by roll call 4 yes / 1 no
(Walsh)
10.Riverside Cemetery Fence - Two companies provided vinyl fence samples:
o Bishop Fence — Total cost $11,780.00
e Middlebury Fence — Total cost $22,657.00
The Board discussed how durable the vinyl fencing is as it is not a true
composite material. Steve Dupoise said he has this product at his house and it
has held up very well to weed whacking and mowing over many years.
Taborri Bruhl made a motion to hire Bishop Fence for $11,780.00 to replace the
Riverside Cemetery Fence. Motion seconded by John Roleau. Vote by roll call 4
yes / 1 no (Barrett) Barrett feels it will not hold up to the snow plowing. Aaron
Brown mentioned Bishops requested a 50% deposit.
11.Town Hall Application: Steve Dupoise made a motion to deny the request to
use the gym for Martell funeral family gathering. Because of the number of
attendees and the Governors Order on gatherings. Motion seconded by Kathy
Barrett Vote by roll call 5 yes / 0 no
12.Change of vote request for July 21, 2020 pay order by Jim Walsh: Jim Walsh
made a motion to request his change in vote from the last Pay Order from yes to
no. The motion fails for a lack of a second. Kathy Barrett requested Jim read the
motion from the minutes of July 21, 2020. Aaron Brown read the motion aloud.
Jim would not explain why he wanted to change his vote, and other Board
members were concerned that this would set precedence for future votes.
13.Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the minutes from 7/14/20, seconded by
Kathy Barrett Vote by roll call 5 yes / 0 no
14. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the minutes from 7/21/20, seconded by
Kathy Barrett Vote by roll call 5 yes /0 no

OTHER BUSINESS:

1. John Roleau reached out to the salesman at Champlain Valley Equipment in
regards to the parts for the second mower head that were needed to repair the
recently purchased brush mower. John said he was very pleasant about it, they
have ordered the necessary parts for the head, with no expense to the Town.

ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA:
1. Letter to Alice and Jeffrey New re: Driveway access — Steve Dupoise had
forwarded a letter drafted by Town Attorney Hill in regards to the New's “driveway
access”. Pam Kingman commented it should read “selectboard meeting” and not



“public hearing”. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to have Attorney Hill mail the letter
to the News, with the edit mentioned above. Motion seconded by Kathy Barrett.
Vote by roll call 5 yes/0 no

Adjourn: 8:39 pm
Respectfully submitted:
Pam Kingman
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