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Town of New Haven
PLANNING COMMISSION
New Haven Town Office
Monday, August 8, 2022
Meeting Minutes

[August 8, 2022 meeting minutes unanimously approved at August 22, 2022 Planning
Commission meeting.]

Planning Commission Members present in person and via remote:
Co-chairs Kathy Cahill and Rob Litch, Bev Landon, Benj Putnam, Maggie Eaton
Absent: Betsy Taylor, Megan Ooms

Visitors:
New Haven resident Amanda Bodelle joined remotely

Staff Present:
Peggy Connor, Zoning Administrator & Minutes

I. Call to Order:
Co-chair Kathy Cabhill called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.

1. Adjustments to Agenda
None.

2. Visitors’ Business
None.

Il. Energy Committee Update — Maggie
With the passage of the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) in 2021, Vermont received $2.7 billion in
aid, offering the state an unprecedented opportunity to strengthen Vermont’'s economy and
communities. Maggie co-chaired a committee meeting with selectboard member Taborri Bruhl to
gather community input on ways to allocate the $509,668.88 in ARPA funds awarded to the Town of
New Haven, and has compiled a list of those suggestions on the Town’s website under “Helpful
Links”: https://www.newhavenvt.com/index.asp?Type=B DIR&SEC={82475A9A-F8A2-49BF-BEQ7-
423AF58C77D4} The Energy Committee has suggested the Town purchase the Junction empty lot,
use Brownfields funds for clean-up, and use ARPA funds for affordable housing with solar and EV
chargers. The Selectboard, Energy Committee and one town resident suggest funding of Maple
Broadband to extend internet access to remote areas.

Once complete, the ad hoc committee will submit the list to the Selectboard which will select the top
five to be further researched by the ad hoc committee to ensure funding qualifications are met.

Also, New Haven residents are encouraged to participate in the Transportation Survey beginning
September 1st to receive $50 in “Bristol Bucks.” The survey will help determine what kind of
transportation residents typically use and to share their thoughts on more sustainable transportation.

[Il. CONTINUED BUSINESS: Unified Bylaws DRAFT
1. Approve Zoning District Map and Road Class Map

Following review of the most current version of the Zoning District Map provided by Addison County
Regional Planning Commission (ACRPC), PC members agreed to invite the new ACRPC senior
planner to an upcoming meeting to further discuss changes to include: restoring shading for the RA-2
and RA-5 zoning districts, defining symbols in the legend, re-establishing untraveled roads, and
adjusting colored strips to scale. Benj Putnam suggested that the Road Class Map duplicate that of
the Vermont Agency of Transportation: https://vtrans.vermont.gov/content/planning/maps/town-
maps/highway-maps



https://www.newhavenvt.com/index.asp?Type=B_DIR&SEC=%7b82475A9A-F8A2-49BF-BE07-423AF58C77D4%7d
https://www.newhavenvt.com/index.asp?Type=B_DIR&SEC=%7b82475A9A-F8A2-49BF-BE07-423AF58C77D4%7d
https://vtrans.vermont.gov/content/planning/maps/town-maps/highway-maps
https://vtrans.vermont.gov/content/planning/maps/town-maps/highway-maps
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2. Betsy Taylor: further review and action re: Section 335, #7
Deferred.

3. Rob Litch: approve draft language re: Section 527 (Rob Litch)
Following discussion, all agreed to the following language:

» Section 527: Abandonment of Structures to read as follows:
“Within 9 months after a permanent or temporary structure has been destroyed, demolished,
or abandoned, all structural materials shall be removed from the site, or stored in an
appropriate manner. The site thus remaining shall be covered over or filled to the normal
grade and seeded to prevent erosion.”

» Add “carport” to Section 326 Exemptions

» Benj Putnam to provide definition of “abandonment”

4. Maggie Eaton: consider draft language for Section 533A EV Charging Stations
Maggie forwarded draft language on electric vehicle charging equipment to the Town Fire Chief for
input on safety measures and is awaiting response.

5. Continue Review on page 25, Section 551: Affordable Housing (Kathy Cabhill)
Following discussion, it was agreed to table review of Section 551: Affordable Housing, and consider
together with Sections 1000-2006-A (Benj Putnam) at the commission’s next meeting.

6. Bev Landon: Sections 900-933

Deferred
7. Benj Putnam: Sections 1000-1006-A
Deferred
8. Megan Ooms: Sections 1100-1322
Deferred
9. Maggie Eaton: Sections 1323-136 + Article XIV Definitions
Deferred

IV. Approval of PC Meeting Minutes for July 11, 2022
Bev Landon moved to approve meeting minutes for July 11, 2022; Maggie Eaton seconded. Motion
carried with 4 in favor (B. Putnam, K. Cabhill, R. Litch, B. Landon), 1 abstained (M. Eaton) and 0
opposed. SO VOTED. MINUTES APPROVED AS PRESENTED.

Adjournment
Bev Landon moved to adjourn; Rob Litch seconded. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 5-0. (K.
Cahill, R. Litch, M. Eaton, B. Landon, B. Putnam). Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

The PC will hold a special meeting on Monday, August 22, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Offices to
continue review of the Unified Bylaws Draft and proposed Zoning Map.

Respectfully submitted,
Peggy Connor



