
Town of New Haven 1 
PLANNING COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETING 2 

New Haven Town Office 3 
Monday, December 12, 2022 4 

Meeting Minutes 5 
 6 

[Approved by unanimous voice vote at February 13, 2023 Planning Commission meeting.] 7 
 8 
 9 

Planning Commission (PC) Members present in person:  10 
Co-chair Kathy Cahill, Benj Putnam, Maggie Eaton 11 
Remote: Bev Landon 12 
Absent:  Rob Litch, Megan Ooms 13 
 14 
Visitors: 15 
Amanda Bodell 16 
 17 
Staff Present:  18 
Peggy Connor, Zoning Administrator & Minutes 19 
 20 

I. Call to Order:  21 
Kathy Cahill called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. 22 
 23 

1. Adjustments to Agenda 24 
None. 25 
 26 

2. Visitors’ Business 27 
None. 28 
 29 

II. Zoning Administrator’s Report 30 
Peggy received an email from Corey Parent who oversees the UVM Local Democracy Internship 31 
program. Corey requested an evaluation of the work Evan McManus completed during the fall 32 
semester, and asked if the Planning Commission would be interested in working with another intern 33 
for the spring semester beginning in February.  34 
 35 

III. Update re: Work with UVM intern Evan McManus – Maggie Eaton 36 
Maggie advised that Evan tallied results from the 100+/- responses received from the Transportation 37 
Survey, and suggested the new intern complete the work on the correlations. Maggie added that 38 
because the data included in the Energy Plan is based on 2017, new data also needs to be re-39 
populated into the plan.  40 
 41 

IV. CONTINUED BUSINESS: Review Unified Bylaws Draft: 42 
 43 

1. Maggie Eaton: re: proposed language for EV Charging Stations 44 
Following discussion, Planning Commission members agreed to the following changes to the 45 
proposed language regarding EV charging stations posted on the Town’s website at 46 
https://www.newhavenvt.com/: 47 
 48 

➢ A.: Add Neighborhood Commercial zoning district 49 
➢ C.4.: Substitute “Zoning Administrator” for “Building Inspector” 50 
➢ D.1. “Delete “[are there local codes?]” (There are none.) 51 
➢ Add definition of “EV Charging Stations” to Article XIV: “Electric vehicle charging station 52 

means an electrical component assembly or cluster of component assemblies designed 53 
specifically to charge batteries within electric vehicles. To qualify as an electric vehicle 54 
charging station, the charging station must meet or exceed any applicable standards, codes, 55 
and regulations.” 56 

https://www.newhavenvt.com/
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➢ Delete Section 533A in Unified Bylaws Draft 57 
➢ Add Section 630:  “EV Charging Stations” to include proposed language 58 

 59 
Kathy Cahill moved to approve the proposed language on EV charging stations for inclusion in the 60 
Unified Bylaws, Section 630, with noted changes; Benj Putnam seconded. Motion carried by 61 
unanimous voice vote 4-0 (K. Cahill, B. Putnam, B. Landon, M. Eaton) MOTION PASSED. 62 
 63 

2. Maggie Eaton: Proposed Language to Define “Air Strips and Helipads” and 64 
“Agriculture” 65 

PC members had concluded at a previous meeting that Air Strips and Helipads are not allowed in the 66 
Town of New Haven. Following discussion, members agreed to the following definition of 67 
“Agriculture:” 68 

“Agriculture is defined by the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets and 69 
includes: the cultivation or other use of land for growing food, fiber, Christmas trees, 70 
maple sap, or horticulture, viticulture, and orchard crops; the raising, feeding, or 71 
management of livestock, poultry, fish, or bees; the operation of greenhouses; the 72 
production of maple syrup; the on-site storage, preparation and sale of agricultural 73 
products principally produced on the farm; the on-site production of fuel or power from 74 
agricultural products or wastes produced on the farm; or the raising, feeding, or 75 
management of four or more horses owned or boarded by the farmer, including 76 
training, showing, and providing instruction and lessons in riding, training, and the 77 
management of horses. All types of agriculture must adhere to Required Agricultural 78 
Practices (RAPS) as defined by the Vermont Agency of Agriculture Food and Markets 79 
and which are required management strategies that reduce the impact of agricultural 80 
activities on water quality.” 81 

Maggie Eaton moved to approve the proposed language to define “Agriculture” to be included in 82 
Article XIV Definitions of the Unified Bylaws; Bev Landon seconded. Motion carried by unanimous 83 
voice vote 4-0 (K. Cahill, B. Putnam, B. Landon, M. Eaton) MOTION PASSED. 84 
 85 

3. Benj Putnam: Review Sections 1000-1006A 86 
Deferred 87 
 88 

4. Continue Review of Article XIV Definitions (beginning with “Community Facility” 89 
page 64) 90 

Following discussion, PC members agreed to the following changes in Article XIV Definitions: 91 
 92 

➢ Delete: “Community Facility” definition 93 
➢ Delete: “Community Sewage Disposal System” definition 94 
➢ Delete: “Community Water Supply System” definition 95 
➢ Replace: “Comprehensive Plan” with “Town Plan” in Article XIV and throughout document 96 
➢ Redefine “Commuter Parking Lot” to read: “Commuter Parking Lot (Section 1004): An area 97 

where motor vehicles may be parked for commuter purposes for a period of time not to exceed 98 
48 hours.” 99 

➢ Correction: “Conditional Use” definition to read “(Section 329)” 100 
➢ Delete: “Construction Drawings” definition 101 
➢ Delete” “Development” definition (appears under “Land Development”) 102 
➢ Delete “Drive-In Facility” definition 103 
➢ Redefine “Dwelling Unit” to read: ”Building or part thereof used as living quarters for one 104 

family.” 105 
➢ Re-order definitions for “Dwelling one-,” “Two-“, “Three,” and “Multi-family” 106 
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➢ Re-define “Family Child Care Facility” to read” Child Care Facility (Section 1001): A home or 107 
facility where the owner or operator provides childcare.” 108 

➢ Under “Permitted Uses” in zoning districts: Substitute “Family Child Care Facility” with “Child 109 
Care Facility” 110 

➢ Redefine “Food Trucks” to read: “A movable vehicle where food is prepared and sold.” 111 
➢ “Gasoline or Motor Vehicle Service Station (Section 533)”: Delete last sentence: “This 112 

definition includes private, for-profit electric vehicle charging stations.” 113 
➢ Delete “Government Facility” definition 114 
➢ Redefine “Group Home” to read: “Group Home (Section 1000): A state-licensed or registered 115 

community care home serving not more than 8 persons who have a disability.” 116 
➢ Delete “Inn” definition 117 
➢ Add: “Lodging Establishment” to Article XIV and define as: “A building or group of buildings 118 

used for the purpose of providing overnight lodging facilities to the general public for 119 
compensation, with or without meals. Does not include tourist home.” 120 

➢ Delete: “Motel” definition 121 
➢ Redefine “Home Business” to read: “In accordance with the requirements of Section 521b of 122 

these regulations, a conditional accessory use of residential property for business purposes by 123 
a resident of that property.” 124 

➢ Redefine ‘Home Occupation” to read: “In accordance with the requirements of Section 521a of 125 
these regulations, a permitted accessory use of residential property for business purposes by 126 
a resident of that property.” 127 

➢ Correction to “Open Space” definition: “Land not occupied by structures….” 128 
 129 

NEXT STEPS: 130 
✓ Benj to provide legal definition for “Easement” 131 
✓ Benj to redefine “Manufacturing” and/or “Industry” 132 
✓ Stand-alone agenda item for January: Define “Events”  133 
✓ Continue Review of Article XIV Definitions, beginning with: “Interested Person” (p. 67) 134 

 135 
V. Approve PC Meeting Minutes for November 28, 2022 136 

Maggie Eaton moved to approve Planning Commission meeting minutes for November 28, 2022; 137 
Kathy Cahill seconded. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote 4-0. (K. Cahill, B. Putnam, B. Landon, 138 
M. Eaton) MOTION PASSED. 139 
 140 

VI. Adjourn 141 
Maggie Eaton moved to adjourn; Benj Putnam seconded. Motion passed unanimously by voice vote 142 
4-0. (K. Cahill, B. Putnam, B. Landon, M. Eaton) MOTION PASSED. 143 
 144 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 145 
 146 
The Planning Commission will hold its next meeting on Monday, January 9, 2023. 147 
 148 
Respectfully submitted, 149 
Peggy Connor 150 


