Town of New Haven Planning Commission
Energy Committee Meeting
Friday, December 20, 2019
New Haven VT Town Office
DRAFT MINUTES

Energy Committee Members Present: Larry Meier, Pam Marsh, Maggie Eaton
Members Absent: Gary Sundstrom

Zoning Administrator: Aaron Brown

Visitors: Planning Commissioner Bev Landon

I. Meeting Commenced: 5:40 PM
1. Adjustments to the Agenda: none
2. Visitors’ Business: none

II. Discussion of draft energy plan

Maggie gave an overview of how the plan was initially generated (from data and
maps and an outline format from the State and ACRPC and --noted in red in the
draft—the writing specific to New Haven). She reported on the recent research and
drafting work on this preliminary draft. She continues to seek meetings with people
familiar with New Haven'’s history on the prior energy plan and with people who
possess subject matter expertise. Maggie has edited the draft plan to incorporate
what she has learned from the research. Maggie has asked for meetings with the
Conservation Commission and the DRB to introduce the draft plan and seek input.
She will then request to be added to the agenda of the Selectboard to make a report
based on these meetings. She has also requested to be added to the 2020 Town
Meeting to make an informational report.

Maggie will also be meeting again with the ACRPC to clarify questions about some of
the material and data in the draft (including data in Tables 8 and 11). She will also
seek an online version of the maps that can be enlarged so that the legends can better
be read. The history of the early development of commercial sized solar projects was
discussed and the committee agreed to pursue the question with ACRPC about
whether New Haven’s renewable generation targets (which were created based on
generation as of 1/1/17) can take into account the fact that New Haven had such a
large amount of preexisting solar energy generation.

Maggie has also communicated with VELCO about how much energy their emergency
control center will consume since this use may have the effect of making it more
difficult to meet energy use reduction targets specified in the plan. Maggie reported
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that a VELCO representative had informed her that this energy use information was
not yet available and Maggie will follow-up. Larry Meier suggested that we also seek
a dispensation from the assignment to New Haven of energy use from the VELCO
plant and/or that the energy use be spread across all towns and not just New Haven
since the VELCO plant is intended to provide a state-wide service.

Aaron reported to the committee that a vote by the Selectboard requires the energy
committee to send an updated plan draft each month to the Selectboard. Aaron
agreed to be the recipient of these drafts, that drafts should be sent even if no
changes had been made, and Maggie agreed to list any changes with the monthly
drafts.

Maggie then identified some major questions that need addressing in the draft:

1. the extent to which and how the plan adds information to the maps and/or the
wording of the plan identifying areas where placement of renewable energy
equipment should be restricted or preferred. The maps generated by the State are a
broad overview that were never intended to be accurate on the scale of each town.
Aaron suggested that some areas of public interest be identified as being protected
from energy project development and to define these. The committee members
agreed that adding New Haven specific data would be pursued. To begin this project,
Maggie will meet with the Conservation Commission and ask for their input about
where these areas existed in New Haven.

2. the impact of preexisting solar generation on New Haven'’s assigned targets (see
above)

3. the impact of VELCO’s use of energy on New Haven'’s energy reduction targets (see
above)

4. questions about the amount of energy generated by the Beldens Falls hydropower
station need reconciling and Maggie will follow-up with committee member Gary
Sundstrom on that matter.

Maggie then asked for comments about the language and material in the existing
draft.

The committee agreed to the following edits:

--To emphasize that New Haven became a leader in the generation of solar energy in
the State

--To add to the introduction that the plan is meant to address the concerns
previously expressed in the past about the siting of renewable energy projects
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--To add that the rapid build out of solar came at a time of the Green Line and the gas
pipeline that, in addition to the VELCO lines, were all coming through New Haven.
--To attribute the quote from the Addison Independent

--To add to the definitions the terms kW and nameplate capacity

--To add that heat pumps be used for hot water

Discussion on other elements of the plan:

--the committee agreed with the requirement in the draft that any renewable energy
installation contain an agricultural or other mixed use

--Bev commented that the plan seemed to benefit the “haves” and not the “have nots”
since low income people cannot afford to install energy saving equipment. The lists
of resources included in the draft for low to no interest loans, rebates, and financial
incentives were reviewed and Maggie agreed that these will be emphasized in the
draft.

-- Bev also wanted the committee to keep in mind that Green Mountain Power was a
monopoly.

--Bev identified an error in the draft in information supplied by ACRPC about the
highest elevation in New Haven and the location of that high point. Maggie agreed to
research the matter. Bev expressed concern that more errors were likely in the draft
and agreed to send in any that she found. Maggie thanked her for this contribution.

Maggie will continue to update the draft with the matters identified at the meeting
plus information gained from further research, to correct any inconsistencies, and to
make clarifications. She will continue to post updated drafts with the Town.

IV. Adjourn

Maggie moved to adjourn the meeting. Larry seconded the motion. All members
voted in favor of the motion. There being no other matters to discuss, the meeting
was adjourned at 6:50 PM.
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Respectfully Submitted,

Maggie Eaton
Approved on
Maggie Eaton Larry Meier
[abstain]
Pam Marsh Gary Sundstrom
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