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[Planning Commission members approved the February 14, 2022 meeting minutes in a vote of
4-0 at their March 14, 2022 meeting.]

Town of New Haven
PLANNING COMMISSION
New Haven Town Office
Monday, February 14, 2022
Meeting Minutes

Planning Commission Members Present via Remote:
Co-chairs Benj Putnam (left meeting at 7:50) and Rob Litch; Maggie Eaton, Bev Landon, Kathy Cahill
Absent: Pat Palmer

Visitors:
Remote: Amanda Bodell; Selectboard and DRB member Kathy Barrett, UVM intern Andrew Plumb,
John Muzzuchi

Staff Present:
Remote: Peggy Connor, Zoning Administrator & Minutes

I. Call to Order:
Co-chair Benj Putnam called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

1. Adjustments to Agenda
None.

2. Visitors’ Business
None

Il. ZA Update
ZA Peggy Connor reported on the virtual workshop hosted by Addison County Regional Planning
Commission (ACRPC) on wastewater treatment planning. Keynote speaker, J.B. Hinds of Birchline
Planning focused on the challenges and options for developing small-scale wastewater systems for
communities and offered examples of Vermont towns that have achieved successful wastewater
solutions. Vermont’s Clean Water State Revolving Fund program provides funding for projects, and
the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources is preparing funding criteria to distribute American Rescue
Plan Act (ARPA) funds for infrastructure programs. Recent technological advancements in small-
scale wastewater treatment, changes in permitting, and innovations in the way wastewater
treatment systems can be managed now offer new solutions that can also be more cost effective:
file:///C:/Users/zoning/Desktop/Wastewater%20Solutions. pdf

lll. Energy Committee Update — Maggie Eaton
a. Enhanced Energy Plan — ACRPC approval

Maggie Eaton reported that ACRPC has formally approved New Haven’s Enhanced Energy Plan, now
posted on the Town’s website. The regional planning commission’s approval is the last step in
obtaining official recognition by the State. As a result, New Haven now has an affirmative
“Determination of Energy Compliance,” which gives the Town “substantial deference” before the
Public Utilities Commission’s Section 248 permitting processes for energy development projects. Next
steps will be to execute on the Energy Plan with focus on energy conservation and reducing
consumption of non-renewable energy.

b. Discussion: Summary of Best Practices in Electric Vehicle Ordinances:
https://www.betterenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/GP1_EV_Ordinance_Summary web.pdf
Prior to the meeting, Maggie Eaton shared the above link to a “Summary of Best Practices in Electric
Vehicle Ordinances” as a reference to cities and towns seeking to develop Electric Vehicle (EV)
zoning standards or development regulations. Maggie offered to draft a basic bylaw for consideration



file:///C:/Users/zoning/Desktop/Wastewater%20Solutions.pdf
https://www.betterenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/GPI_EV_Ordinance_Summary_web.pdf
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by the Planning Commission to include where EV charging stations may be permitted and the types of
charging stations contingent on charging speed (i.e., Levels 1 and 2 are typically allowed in all zones
while Level 3 stations are restricted to specific zoning districts).

IV. Grant Opportunities
a. AARP Community Challenge

The American Association of Retired Persons (AARP) Community Challenge provides small grants to
fund quick-action projects that can help communities become more livable for people of all ages. This
year, applications will be accepted for projects to improve public spaces, housing, transportation, and
civic engagement, and pursue innovative ideas that support people age 50 or older. Maggie Eaton
has proposed to the Selectboard that the Town apply for grant monies to make the relocated train
depot ADA accessible. Maggie has contacted architect Florian Oberhuber who worked with the Town
to relocate the train depot, and he has agreed to help apply for the grant. The grant application
deadline is March 27, 2022.
Benj Putnam moved to support the AARP grant application; Bev Landon seconded. MOTION
PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOICE VOTE 5-0 (B. Putnam, R. Litch, M. Eaton, K. Cahill, B.
Landon)

b. Better Places program
The Better Places program is a non-competitive, community matching grant program that provides
one-on-one project coaching, local fundraising support, and two-to-one matching grants ranging from
$5,000-%$40,000 to advance community-led placemaking efforts that create, revitalize, or activate
public spaces. Applications are accepted on a rolling basis while funding is available. Following
discussion, it was decided to table the Better Places grant opportunity, which requires applicants to
utilize the online crowdfunding system to raise not less than 33% of matching funds.

c. Multi-Unit Dwelling Electric Vehicle Charging Grant Program
Relating to the EV ordinance discussion, the Multi-Unit Dwelling Electric Vehicle Charging Grant
program provides up to $1 million in grants to install electric vehicle charging solutions for convenient
and affordable home charging at multi-unit housing locations. Grants up to $80,000 per site, $300,000
per applicant will be awarded, with priority for grant awards given to affordable housing. The deadline
to apply is April 1, 2022.

Vermont Natural Resources Council (VNRC) Small Grants for Smart Growth
Kathy Cahill has applied for a grant through Small Grants for Smart Growth to fund a community-wide
survey seeking residents’ thoughts on how best to utilize the train depot now located next to the Town
Offices at 78 North Street. Kathy will present the proposed questionnaire to the Selectboard at this
week’s meeting. With the $200 funding earmarked for incentives, ten $20 gift certificates from the
Village Green Market will be purchased for a drawing of survey participants. The survey will be made
available to voters at Town Meeting on February 28", and at the polls on March 1%,

V. UVM Local Democracy Towns Internship Program
As a participating student in UVM’s Local Democracy Towns Internship Program, Andrew Plumb
introduced himself as a senior majoring in Political Science with a minor in Geography. His time
commitment to the Town will be 6-8 hours/week for the spring semester, which would be mostly
remote but with in-person meetings 1-3 times/week. Kathy Cabhill invited Andrew to join her at the
survey table on Town Meeting Day, and Maggie Eaton suggested that both the Energy Committee
and Conservation Commission could use Andrew’s help -- the former with a Transportation Survey,
and the latter to identify overlay districts. Andrew will reach out to Conservation Commission member
Susan Smiley, and Maggie Eaton of the Energy Committee, and report back to the Planning
Commission at its next regular meeting on March 14™.
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Town of New Haven
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VI. Continued Business: Review of Public Comments and Other Work on Draft Unified
Bylaws
PC members reviewed the matrix of issues to be resolved included in the January 10" PC meeting
minutes:

» Tiny Homes: Kathy Cabhill provided the statutory definition of “tiny home” as “a structure
intended for year-round occupancy that: a) contains facilities for sleeping, eating, cooking and
sanitation; b) is constructed on either a permanent foundation or on a trailer or semi-trailer as
those terms a4re defined pursuant to 23 VSA 84(40)d; and c) has not more than 400 square
feet of floor area, excluding any lofts.” House Bill 347 proposes that tiny houses shall be
subject to the same requirements as other types of single-family dwellings for purposes of
building codes, zoning, and taxation and shall be subject to the same requirements as mobile
homes for purposes of tiny house parks and the sale and transfer of tiny houses. Rob Litch
suggested adding the following language to the definition from the proposed House bill: “All
codes and rules adopted by the Commissioner that apply to owner-occupied single-family
residences shall apply to tiny houses.”

> Retail cannabis: Article 11 to be put before voters on Town Meeting Day: “Shall the voters of
the Town of New Haven permit the operation of cannabis retailers and integrated licensees
within the Town of New Haven, pursuant to 7 VSA8863(a)(1)?”

» Affordable Housing: The Waltham zoning regulations define “affordable housing” as
“Housing that is either 1) purchased by its inhabitants whose gross annual household income
does not exceed 130% of the county median income...and the total annual cost of the
housing, including principal, interest, taxes, insurance and fees is not more than 30% of the
household’s gross income; or 2) rented by its inhabitants whose gross annual household
income does not exceed 130% of the county median income...”

Rob Litch pointed out that if the median income of an Addison County resident is $31,536 and
30% of that amount allows for $9460/year or $788/month for housing, the average resident
would have little left for heat, insurance, utilities, water/sewer. It was suggested that the ZA
reach out to ACRPC Community Planner Katie Raycroft-Meyer for further clarification.

Maggie Eaton suggested density housing is key to affordability, especially in the town center.
She added that zoning bylaws that require large minimum lot sizes, two acres and higher,
increase the cost of housing and discourage developers from building smaller, less expensive
units on these lots.

» Events: What conditions trigger Town regulations (i.e., hours of operation beyond normal
business hours, number of people, parking, etc.)? Bev Landon suggested sending a
guestionnaire to local business owners (Thornapple Farms, Porky’s, Tourterelle’s) for their
feedback.

VII.Approval of PC Meeting Minutes for January 10, 2022
Maggie Eaton moved to approve meeting minutes for January 10, 2022; Kathy Cabhill seconded.
MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOICE VOTE 4-0 (R. Litch, M. Eaton, K. Cahill, B. Landon)

Other Business

ZA Peggy Connor asked PC members to consider meeting twice a month on a temporary basis to
continue their work on drafting the Unified Bylaws, with agendas strictly focusing on a specific area
(i.e., special split lot regulations, affordable housing, density zoning, etc.) Rob Litch suggested
reaching out to all PC members regarding their availability.
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160 VIIl.  Adjournment
161  Maggie Eaton moved to adjourn; Kathy Cahill seconded. MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOICE
162 VOTE 4-0 (R. Litch, M. Eaton, K. Cabhill, B. Landon)
163  Meeting adjourned at 8:36 p.m.

164

165 The Planning Commission’s next regular meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 14, 2022, at 7:00
166 p.m.

167

168  Respectfully submitted,

169  Peggy Connor

170

171

172

173  Benj Putnam Rob Litch
174

175

176

177

178  Maggie Eaton Kathy Cahill
179

180

181

182

183  Bev Landon




