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Town of New Haven Selectboard Meeting
7:00 pm

Tuesday, February 19, 2019
Town Offices

Selectboard: Chair, Steve Dupoise (via SKYPE), Vice Chair, Kathy Barrett, Taborri
Bruhl, John Roleau, Jim Walsh, Treasurer, Barb Torian and Clerk, Pam Kingman

Visitors: Road Foreman, Tim Rich, Don Johnston, Bruce Many, Eric Boise, Bev Landon
Janet Wiseman and Jeff Everest

**Adjustments to the Agenda: EV Charging Station / Town Hall Drainage

ROAD REPORT given by Tim Rich
1. Road Update:

• Salt deliveries are coming in stages.

• Tim asked for patience. They are having such an issue with pot holes
it needs to dry out a bit so they can fix them. All the freezing and
thawing is the worst for paved roads. Both ends of River Road in
particular are very bad.

2. Equipment Update:
• The backhoe has been bought up to Beauregard’s. They found a mouse

nest and some grounding issues on the landing gear.
• Culvert Thawer - The crew found a Honn dealership in Burlington that

can get a new core for the main heating element for approximately $2100.
This will be a cheaper fix than renting one from Huestis Farm Supply in
Bridport, which is smaller than they would like.

3. PACIF grant for safety equipment: Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve
the PACIF Grant for safety equipment for the road crew, and to authorize Kathy
Barrett to sign on behalf of the Selectboard. Jim Walsh amended the motion to
include the quote for category 3 items in the grant. Taborri agreed with
amendment. Motion seconded by John Roleau. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0
no

4. Annual Financial Plan for Town Highways: Kathy Barrett made a motion to
approve the Annual Financial Plan for Town Highways, seconded by Taborri
Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

5. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the Agreement with Addison County
Regional Planning to assist the Town with road erosion; and to authorize Kathy
Barrett to sign on behalf of the Selectboard. Motion seconded by John Roleau
Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no



2

6. State Aid to Town Highways for 2019 / 2020 proposed money changes: Jim
Walsh said as an FYI he read the Feds are cutting back on the amount given for
State aid. He said they may cut as much as 7%, resulting in an $8400 cut this
year if it’s approved.

7. Town Gravel Pit located in Bristol was the topic of discussion, whether it has
ever been surveyed and estimating how much product is left in the pit. Jim
Walsh has spoken to people in Bristol that have a lot of knowledge of the pit.
Eric Boise said there are at least 15 -20 years left in our pit; they found a few
years back Bristol was beginning to encroach on our pit, but that was halted. Eric
added according to McCullough Crushing we can get one more spot on the floor
of the pit, and then we will have to move north; where there is a 70’ face and it’s
350 yards to Bristol. All agree this is an asset to our town. Bruce Many said we
need to start making gravel for our dirt roads because so many of them are down
to the base. The Board would like to have it surveyed and have someone
calculate how much product is left in there

VISITORS BUSNESS:
1. Donald Johnston update on the Harpur Crewe survey:

• Don Johnston said he has a lot of information on the town pit, and is
willing to donate time to survey it. He can also calculate how much
material is in the pit.

• Town Garage Survey: He is currently waiting for Attorney Hill to meet
with the Palmers attorney re: right of ways. Once these ROW are
agreed upon, Don will add them to the survey, and have it recorded.

• Town Green: He found monuments north of the store. The widths of
Town Hill Road and South St were in question. Don found a survey
from 200 years ago that shows a 99’ right of way runs the length of
Town Hill Road and cuts diagonally across the village green and up
North Street. But the road was never built on the town green. Don
handed out copies of the Beers atlas that shows the village green right
where it is for the past 130 or so years. Don will set mag nails in the
pavement as markers.

• Harpur Crewe lot: Don has not been able to locate it yet, but he’s not
giving up. It is not in the location that the tax map shows it to be. He
followed the Choquettes’ deeds back to the 1800’s, there were 13
separate parcels all of which were surveyed, and all of them fit with the
Choquettes’ lines. His survey also depicts a boundary line adjustment
between McKinley / Choquette and Mitchell that doesn’t quite follow the
surveyed lines. His next step is to deed search farther back through
Schaefer’s (now owned by Newton) and the Mitchells deeds.



3

Jim Walsh asked about the width of the North / South HWY, and
produced a document about the Supreme Court ruling on the HWY in
1998. Don said he went by the survey of the HWY that was done by
LaRose Surveys, for the Town.
Taborri Bruhl said the Board agreed to pay Don $5,000 for these 3
surveys, and they would like to have him continue with the other town
owned lands for another $5,000. The Board thanked Don for his work.

2. Janet Wiseman came in to discuss the relocation of the Saturday trash and
Recycling. She had forwarded an email to the Selectboard after seeing the post
on Front Porch Forum that on March 2, 2019 it was going to move to the Town
Office / Library parking lot. The Selectboard members were sympathetic to
Janet’s email, and said she made some good points. The Road Crew had come
to the Board at the last meeting asking them to consider moving it because it can
be so chaotic at the current location; especially if they have a storm to contend
with on a Saturday morning. They are concerned it is a safety issue. The Board
agreed it could be moved, so Pam Kingman spoke with R & L Rubbish and they
said they had no problems moving to the Town Office parking lot. She posted it
on Front Porch Forum thinking this was what the Board wanted. Apparently it
was not, the Board has decided to postpone moving the trash and recycling for
now. Jim Walsh made a motion to leave the trash and recycling at the Town
garage, seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no
Pam apologized to the Board; she thought she was doing what they had wanted
her to do. There was no ill intent. She will call R & L, post it on FPF and remove
the sign from current location.

3. Jeff Everest asked to have Main Street patrolled more often for speed. There is
no longer a spot on Main St. for the Sheriff to sit and patrol; he has offered his
driveway to them on multiple occasions. John Roleau said the newly elected
Sheriff told him he plans to increase their presence in town. John also inquired
about a radar sign, which is currently broken. John has discussed conducting
traffic studies through ACRPC with the Sheriff’s Dept. Jim Walsh thought the
town could get radar from AOT, and place them on Town land, just off the State’s
right of way.

NEW BUSINESS:
1. March meeting schedule: Special Meeting on March 12 and regular meeting on

March 19.
2. Town Meeting preparation - none
3. Creation and implantation of Town Policies: Jim Walsh added this to the

agenda because of the recent posting in the Town Newsletter about how much
sand is available to residents and because there was no motion made in regards
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to moving recycling. The Board doesn’t mind how much sand is taken for
driveways as long as it is for personal use, and not for a business.

4. Liquor Licenses:
• Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve the liquor license for Global

Montello Group Corp. d/b/a Jiffy Mart. Motion seconded by Taborri Bruhl.
Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

• Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the liquor license for RHJA, LLC
d/b/a The Village Green Market. Motion seconded by Kathy Barrett. Vote
taken by roll call 4 yes / 1 abstention (Roleau)

5. Town Hall kitchen grease trap had to be replaced. Written in the Town
/School agreement, is to be covered by the Town. To ensure the grease trap is
cleaned out on a regular basis, John Roleau will be the point person to schedule
maintenance.

TOWN OFFICES:
1. Town Hall Application(s) - none

ONGOING:
1. Town Hall Emergency exit lights - defer
2. Conservation Reserve Fund guidelines-Attorney Hill has reviewed it, as

have the Planning Commission and Conservation Committee. Only one sentence
was struck from the last version. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the
Conservation Reserve Fund after being amended. Taborri amended his motion
to include the word “Policy” to the title. Motion seconded by Kathy Barrett. Vote
taken by roll call 4 yes / 1 no (Walsh) Jim Walsh said he supports the majority of
the Policy, but he has a problem with the town owning and selling land.
Taborri will email a clean copy to Pam Kingman, and the Board can come in and
sign it.

ADJUSTMENTS TO AGENDA:
1. EV Charging Station: Taborri Bruhl has been working with Jim Northrup on the

grant for the charging station. Northrup feels this is a sure thing for New Haven.
The Park n Ride will pay 10%; and the grant will pay 90%; there will still be the
grant writing fees for Northrup. Taborri estimated approximately 3-5 days for
grant writing, this may go slightly over budget. The Town will have to pay for all
upfront and get reimbursed from the grant.
Kathy Barrett made a motion to move forward with Jim Northrup doing the grant
writing for the EV charging station at $50.00 per hour. Motion seconded by
Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no
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2. Drainage around Town Hall: Jim Walsh has spoken to Patrick Reen at MAUSD.
Jim supplied Reen with an invoice from when the School paved between the
school and the town hall. (Water leaking into the town hall was never an issue
until this was paved.) Reen agreed to have MAUSD pay for half of the fix to
prevent ongoing leak. Jim Walsh made a motion to have John Roleau be the
point person to work with Howard Mansfield and Patrick Reen at MAUSD for a
50/50 match to fix the leak. Motion seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll
call 5 yes / 0 no

3. Zoning Administrator: Kathy Barrett has spoken with Katie Raycroft-Meyer
about continuing to help out as ZA to work with the Planning Commission; Katie
declined the offer. Steve Dupoise has spoken with Dave Wetmore to see if he
would help the town until Katie’s replacement can be found. Dave has agreed to
help. Kathy Barrett made a motion to appoint Dave Wetmore as acting Zoning
Administrator at $25.00 per hour, seconded by Steve Dupoise. Vote taken by roll
call 5 yes / Ono

MINUTES:
1. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the minutes from 2/5/19, seconded by

Kathy Barrett. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

FINANCIAL:
1. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 2/16/19, in

the amount of $4,552.86, seconded by Kathy Barrett. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes
/ 0 no

2. Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 2/9/19, in
the amount of $5,248.91, seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes
/ 0 no

3. Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve the pay orders for the week ending
2/19/19, in the amount of $38,488.54, seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by
roll call 5 yes / 0 no

4. Kathy Barrett made a motion acknowledging receipt of the budget status report
for the general fund and road fund budgets and the bank Statements. Motion
seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

MISC. CORRESPONDENCE:
1. Addison County Sheriff’s Activity logs
2. Acknowledgement letter form AOT re: truck route

Adjourn: 9:02pm
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Respectfully submitted:
Pam Kingman
Approved on 1,3- 1 f

'/ Vice Chair, Kathy Barrett
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Chair, Steve Dupoise
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