Town of New Haven Selectboard Meeting
7:00 pm
Tuesday, February 21, 2023
Town Offices

Selectboard: Chair, John Roleau, Vice Chair, Bruce Many, Kathy Barrett and Steve
Dupoise (via zoom)

Selectboard Assistant: Pam Kingman

Absent: Taborri Bruhl

Visitors: Haley Pero (via Zoom) and Dean Gilmore

ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA: Jerry Currier resignation / Haley Pero

VISITORS BUSNESS:

1.

2.

Mary Simons from NEAT TV here to inquire about the New Havens’ ARPA
Funds — Had to cancel due to iliness.

Haley Pero from Bernie Sanders office here to discuss upcoming available
grants. She understands our 2 main projects right now are the Train Depot and
possibly a new Fire Station. John Roleau gave Haley a review of both the Train
Depot and Fire Station. Haley explained there are “big pots” of Federal Funding
coming into the State; but when small towns can't access it, it doesn’t do much
good in Senator Sanders view. She works with Senator Sanders through his
outreach program. She mentioned State grants for the Depot might be available
from Historic Preservation grants through the Parks Service, Save Americas
Treasures Grant and one named after a Vermonter and Preservation Trust of
America is a great group to work with. Steve Dupoise asked Haley to share this
information with him, and said we are looking for approximately half a million
dollars to finish the Depot; and any little bit will help. He would like to see the
Depot finished by the end of the year. John mentioned Steve's term is up on the
Selectboard, however, Steve would like to stay on to see the Depot completed.
Steve has been the point person on this project from the very start and has done
an excellent job. Haley mentioned Northern Borders grants, and the Selectboard
agreed they are very familiar with them, and they have already helped us out.
Haley said the ones she mentioned are the best for the Depot.

For the Fire Station grants, she recommends going to the USDA Rural
Development Community Facilities, which is a loan and grant program. After she



looked it up on the USDA website, we would probably only qualify for loans and
not grants due to the median income of New Haven. She said they tend to fund
the most rural communities and the lowest income communities. They do offer
attractive loan programs. There were 2 Bills in the Senate last year, which don't
have a good source of Federal funding, however if they do come around again,
she is sure Senator Sanders will back them. Haley also mentioned FEMA
offering grants through Building Resource in Communities especially since the
Fire Station will house the emergency shelter. They normally offer grants to
prevent flooding, but knows they are working on expanding. However, she said it
could be challenging to apply for it. Lastly there are 2 programs for energy
efficiency money coming to the State. This could be used for HVAC in the Train
Depot or Fire Station and applied for as a block grant. ARPA money is also being
used for this funding. Also, for the Train Depot, Earmarks have continued for
nonprofits / municipalities, etc. who can apply, and say it is a really big
community need, and it can be added to the Federal budget. Haley said she had
hoped to have better information for us, but it is food for thought. The Board
thanked her for coming and her input.

Dean Gilmore said the emphasis needs to be on the emergency shelter for the
new fire station with these new Congressional earmarks. He understands there is
up to one million dollars available per project.

Dean recently spoke with Beth Ekroos, she said the Maddens are waiting to see
if the Article to purchase the lot is approved at Town Meeting.

ADJUSTMENTS TO AGENDA:
1. Jerry Currier resignation: Kathy Barrett made a motion to accept with regret
the letter of resignation from Jerry Currier effective March 2, 2023 and thank him
for his service over the years. Motion seconded by Bruce Many. Vote by roll call

4vyes/0no
UPDATES ON:
1. Roads:

¢ All the roads have been posted as of today.

e VELCO has asked for permission to use roads due to the recent posting,
permission was granted.

e Dirt roads are fuli of ruts due to the frost coming out of the roads.

2. Town Buildings and Land:

e Town Hall: There has only been one company who said they will bid on
the 2 projects: Town Hall front porch and the ADA accessibility.

e Train Depot update given by Steve Dupoise: Messiers still has a
couple steel pieces to pick up. He is currently waiting for Case Street Redi



Mix to come and pour the basement floor. Grant writer, Jim Northup has
recently gotten sick, therefore the grant writing is on hold for the time
being.

e Steve recently spoke with the Rep from VELCO, and they are looking
forward to the Town’s purchase of the property for the Fire Station.
VELCO is currently working on a draft Purchase and Sale Agreement,
which will include the reimbursement of legal costs to VELCO. This is
provided the voters approve the sale. Discuss the lots in front of the new
VELCO sub station and where the wastewater will go. Pam Kingman will
look for the wastewater permit and the DRB written decision on the
subdivision.

AUTHORIZATIONS:

1.

Steve Dupoise made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 2/11/23, in
the amount of $4,998.13, seconded by Kathy Barrett. Vote by roll call 3 yes / 1
abstention (Many)

Steve Dupoise made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 2/18/23, in
the amount of $4,999.47, seconded by Kathy Barrett. Vote by roll call 3 yes / 1
abstention (Many)

Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve the pay orders for the week ending
2/21/23, in the amount of $37,623.00, seconded by Bruce Many. Vote by roll call
4yes/0no

Kathy Barret made a motion to acknowledge receipt of the January financials and
Bank Statements. Motion seconded by Bruce Many. Vote by roll call 4 yes / 0 no
Constable Appointment: Kathy Barrett made a motion to appoint Wayne
Marcelle as Constable for 2023, seconded by Steve Dupoise. Vote by roll call 4
yes /0 no

Liquor & Tobacco Licenses: 1) John Roleau made a motion to approve the
Second-Class Liquor License for R.L. Vallee. The Town fee of $70.00 has been
received. Motion seconded by Kathy Barrett. Vote by roll call 4 yes / 0 no

2) John Roleau made a motion to approve the Tobacco License for R.L. Vallee.
Motion seconded by Bruce Many. Vote by roll call 4 yes /0 no

3) John Roleau made a motion to approve the Second-Class Liquor License for
the Global Montello Group a/k/a Jiffy Mart #443. The Town fee of $70.00 has
been received. Motion seconded by Steve Dupoise. Vote by roll call 4 yes/ 0 no
4) John Roleau made a motion to approve the Tobacco License for the Global
Montello Group a/k/a Jiffy Mart #443. Motion seconded by Bruce Many. Vote by
roll call 4 yes/0 no

Letter to MAUSD regarding the late addition of an article to the Town Meeting
Warning was signed by the Board.



8. Steve Dupoise made a motion to approve the minutes from 2/7/23, seconded by
Kathy Barrett. Vote by roll call 4 yes / 0 no

OTHER BUSINESS:

1. Town Meeting Preparation:

2. Set the March meeting Schedule: The Board will meet on Tuesday, March
14 & Tuesday, March 28, 2023, both meetings begin at 7:00 pm.

3. Fire Warden Complaint: Pam Kingman received an email from a resident who
was very upset by the way Fire Warden, Dean Gilmore verbally assaulted them
about not having a burn permit. The resident explained they thought because it
was winter with snow on the ground, they didn’t think they needed a permit. She
now acknowledges their mistake but said it doesn’t excuse the way they were
treated. Dean Gilmore was given a copy of the email, and he said he never
yelled at the man, he said he never saw the woman who made the complaint.
He saw pallets, cardboard boxes and a bed frame in the fire. Dean said he was
not rude. He asked the guy if he had a garden hose to put the fire out, if he didn’t
then Dean would have to call the Fire Dept. to put it out, and that they would be
charged for the call. The Burn Ordinance has been in the newsletter several
times.

4. Steve Dupoise acknowledged every single person he has worked with, and
thanked them; and we said, right back at ya!!

Adjourn: 7:50 pm
Respectfully submitted:
Pam Kingman
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