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PC Members: Francie Caccavo, Co-chair; Pat Palmer, Benjamin Putnam, Peter Rothschild, and Jim Walsh
Absent: Rob Litch, Angie Dunbar
Visitors: Sam Carlson PC Staff: None

Francie called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM. Benj Putnam took minutes. The agenda was posted.

L 1. Adjustments to Agenda: none
2. Visitors’ Business: Sam Carlson was invited to make a brief presentation under “Solar Updates”

II. PC BUSINESS

1. Solar Updates

Francie discussed the solar facility application “flow chart” that had been prepared as a potential guide to solar
developers. The chart shows the steps that the PC would like to see followed to facilitate greater public
engagement in the process. Francie will put the flowchart into a checklist form and bring it to the PC for approval.

The PC discussed the importance of identifying scenic viewsheds to be incorporated into the Town Plan.

The PC discussed current solar projects in the Campground Road/Ethan Allen Highway area. Francie will invite
Peter Norris, Jr., to an upcoming PC meeting.

Jim reported on a meeting of the House Natural Resources and Energy Committee that he, Doug Tolles and Peter
Rothschild attended in Montpelier. Jim shared a copy of a current draft of proposed legislation affecting solar
development.

Sam Carlson introduced himself. He is a director of solar development at Green Lantern Group. His company
develops community solar projects in the 500kW range. They have no pending applications in New Haven, but
are in discussions with the Russell family about a potential project at 3423 Ethan Allen Highway. The PC and Mr.
Carlson discussed the location and screening of the site, as well as utility interconnection and other issues. If the
project goes forward, the developer may be ready to come back to the PC in April or May.

2. HC District Proposed Amendments

The PC discussed septic overshadowing. Brandy Saxton advised that the PC has no control over this issue. The
PC discussed the value of having septic information presented as part of an application purely for informational
purposes.

Francie mentioned that the DRB has requested that the PC add a “waiver” provision to allow greater flexibility in
applying the regulations. PC questioned whether there were real-world examples where the lack of a waiver
created issues. Francie will ask the DRB to provide some examples that have occurred in the last 5 years where a
waiver would have been helpful.

PC discussed municipal districts. The sense of the PC was to make sure municipal uses were allowed in
appropriate districts, but not to create a separate municipal district at this time.

PC reviewed the latest draft of the zoning regulations with Brandy’s edits and then discussed the following
specific changes:
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122.D: Add a definition for Driveway: a roadway accessing no more than two dwellings or businesses.
122.R: Add “including a drive-through” to the definition of Restaurant.

122.W: Remove retail component from the definition of Warehouse.

242.A: Add Home Occupation as a permitted use.

212.B, 222.B, 232.B, 242 B, 272.B: Add Home Business as a conditional use.

212.A, 222 A, 232.A, 242.A: Remove the text “The Zoning Administrator may issue a permit for the following
uses:”

242 B: Add Restaurant as a conditional use.

252.A: Change introductory text to read “Permitted Uses. The following will be considered permitted uses
provided that the total building are does not exceed 10,000 square feet:”

PC is unclear what “mixed-use lot” means in 252.A and 252.B and would like Brandy to add a definition.
252.B: Remove “(including drive through™) from Restaurant.
272.B: Add Home Occupation as a conditional use.

284.Q: References to sections 342 and 914 are incorrect and need to be renumbered. Also need to add “Within a
flood hazard district,” to the beginning of subsection (1).

302.D: Reword the first sentence to read: “No change or reconfiguration of lot boundaries will be permitted that
would cause a lot to be so reduced in area that the area, yards, frontage, coverage or other requirements of these
regulations do not conform to the requirements herein prescribed for each district.”

317.A: Change subsection (1) to 9 months.

318.B: Reword introductory paragraph to read as follows: “The removal of sand or gravel for sale is permitted
without the need for a permit or further restrictions only if the removal is incidental to construction of a building
on the same premises. Any other removal of sand and gravel for sale is only permitted in the Industrial District

and only upon issuance of a conditional use permit, and in accordance with the following additional restrictions:”

319.A: PC discussed whether to incorporate additional provisions from Town Plan into this section, but no specific
decision was made.

331.A: Add “or private road” after each mention of “driveway.”
334.B: Fix type in “showing”.

412: Add a new subsection under (2), Application Requirements: “Copies of all state permits issued for the
application, and copies of all plans submitted in connection with any state permit applications.”

425: PC discussed the fact that the requirement of site plan review may be too broad. Will review at a later date.
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3. Continue review of proposed amendments to Town Plan

Brandy’s latest markup of the Town Plan amendments was not ready in time for this meeting. PC will review at
its next meeting.

4, Board Clerk replacement
Francie has prepared a job description and will circulate it to the PC.
. REVIEW OF MINUTES
1. October 13,2014
These were previously approved and needed signatures.
2. January 12, 2015
Benj moved to approve the draft minutes, Jim seconded. Approved, 4 yes, 0 no (Francie abstained).

Iv. CORRESPONDENCE

PC reviewed:

ACRPC correspondence

Rutland Town Selectboard correspondence

Burlington Free Press article, “New Haven’s Solar Eclipse”
Dog Team Solar correspondence

V. OTHER - NEXT MEETING
Next regular meeting of the PC is scheduled for March 9, 2015.

VL ADJOURNMENT

Peter moved to adjourn, Jim seconded. Approved, 5 yes, 0 no.
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