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Town of New Haven
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
New Haven Town Office
Monday, January 13, 2025
Meeting Minutes

[Approved by unanimous voice vote at March 11, 2025 PC meeting.]

Planning Commission (PC) Members Present: Kathy Cahill, Rob Litch, and Benj Putnam.
Remote: Bev Landon, Maggie Eaton

Staff Present:
Peggy Connor, Zoning Administrator & Minutes

Visitors Present:
New Haven resident Pamela Sonn, Assistant Planner for Central Vermont Regional Planning
Commission (CVRPC).

I. PUBLIC HEARING
Kathy Cahill opened the Public Hearing on the Proposed 2025 New Haven Town Plan at 7:02
p.m.

New Haven resident Pamela Sonn who works as Assistant Planner for Central Vermont
Regional Planning Commission offered the following recommendations:

» Page 6: Cite source at the bottom of graphs (“2020 U.S. Census and 2022 American

Community Survey”)

» Page 14: Clarify “Land Use and Development” graph. PC members agreed the graph
lacks relevance and opted to delete.
Consider including the number of new 911 addresses.
In terms of water protection, the plan might include well source and ground wellhead
water protection areas, such as the pond on North Street
Page 43: Add under Goal 2: “Objective E: Coordinate with upriver communities to
develop flood mitigation strategies.”
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Mary-Claire Crogan of Tri-Valley Transit submitted an email to the Zoning Administrator January
7, 2025, with the following suggestions:

» Page 22 under Transportation Resources: Add the number of Park and Ride spaces and
Passenger Shelters in Town where residents may join up with a carpool or access a Tri-
Town local bus.

» Page 23 under Public Transportation: Add high-resolution photo provided of Tri-Valley
Transit (TVT) bus

» Page 23: Substitute narrative to read: “The Town will participate in and encourage
increased public transportation options, including bus, rail and ride-sharing as such
opportunities arise. New Haven residents may connect to carpools, vanpools and local
buses at the Park and Ride located behind the Town Offices. Information about ride-
sharing resources can be found on the State’s website: www.connectingcommuters.org.
Information about public transportation services may be found on Tri-Valley Transit’s
website: www.trivalleytransit.org or by calling (802) 388-2287. Tri-Valley Transit provides
two modes of public transportation for New Haven:

o Tri-Town Shuttle Buses connect the general public from the Park and Ride
behind the Town Offices to destinations in Bristol, Vergennes and Middlebury.
This shuttle can drop riders off at the Middlebury Amtrak station by request. Tri-
Valley Transit operates Commuter Express buses to Burlington which travel
along the Route 7 corridor, but there is currently no permitted stop in the New



http://www.connectingcommuters.org/
http://www.trivalleytransit.org/
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Town of New Haven
Planning Commission Meeting
January 13, 2025
Haven junction area for access.

o Dial-A-Ride programs offer additional transportation options to residents who
need to access healthcare and critical services but have no transportation and
cannot access buses. This service focuses on older adults, persons with
disabilities, and low-income families and individuals. Depending on eligibility,
Dial-A-Ride may be free or subsidized. These door-to-door rides are typically
provided in unmarked volunteer drivers’ cars or on TVT wheelchair accessible
buses when necessary.

» Page 24:Transportation & Facilities Map: Mary-Claire has reached out to ACRPC to
request the addition of markings to their map for the park and ride/bus stop in New
Haven.

Selectboard member Kathy Barrett met earlier with the Zoning Administrator and offered the
following suggested changes:

» Page 4: Delete language in parentheses: “(i.e.,...)" since other goals do not include

examples.

» Page 8: Consider clarifying “College, no degree” in graph and including trade school
numbers. Noting that regional planning provided the current data, PC members agreed
that further clarification and trade school stats may be included in the next Town Plan.
Page 14: Land Use and Development graph unclear regarding “R-1 parcels and acres.”
PC members agreed to delete the graph.

Page 15: Delete “Beeman” as Town does not own the school, and change “five” to

“four.”

Page 16: Change “four” to “three” religious institutions to match number listed.

Page 20: Add current services provided by New Haven transfer station. PC members

agreed to add the following language: “As of this writing, the facility is meant for

residential recycling, bagged trash, leaf and yard debris, and food scraps. Large loads,

bulky wastes, and special wastes should be directed to the District Transfer Station in

Middlebury.”

» Page 20: Add service provider Vermont Gas under “Utilities.”

» Page 25: under Objective A: delete “increasing Class 2 roads” since the State caps the
number of Class 2 roads and New Haven has met the limit.

YV V VY

Other changes/corrections include :
» Page 15 : Under “Town”: Add “Town Shed/Fire Department complex.”
» Page 36: typo: “imposed”
» Page 5: Update photo of Rattlin’ Bridge

Rob Litch moved to close the public hearing; Benj Puthnam seconded. Motion carried with 5
members in favor (K. Cahill, R. Litch, M. Eaton, B. Landon, B. Putnam); 0 opposed. MOTION
PASSED

IIl. PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED

lll. Next Steps Re: Proposed 2025 Town Plan
Bev Landon moved to adopt the suggested changes as discussed at the public hearing,
deemed not substantive, and submit the proposed 2025 Town Plan together with the required
report to the Selectboard; Benj Putnam seconded. Motion carried with 5 members in favor (K.
Cahill, R. Litch, M. Eaton, B. Landon, B. Putham). MOTION PASSED
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Town of New Haven

Planning Commission Meeting

January 13, 2025

The last possible lawful date for the Selectboard to hold a public hearing and take action putting
the plan on the Town Meeting warning is January 25, 2025, assuming the Selectboard makes
no changes to the proposed plan after public hearing.

IV. Energy Committee Report (Maggie)
V. Municipal Energy Resilience Program (MERP)
Maggie Eaton shared the following:

» The Town was awarded a $4,000 Capacity Grant through the Municipal Energy
Resilience Program (MERP). A Capacity Grant is provided to communities to help them
build their capacity to undertake energy resilience projects, such as conducting energy
audits or developing sustainability plans.

» The Implementation Grant for weatherization was denied.

» Continue to seek energy efficiency grants for the Train Depot, and consulted with an
engineer in regard to sharing the geothermal system now used by the neighboring library
and town offices.

» Steve Dupoise is pursuing funding options for the Depot’s roof, including a grant from
the National Park Service.

» The Weatherization Repayment Assistance Program (WRAP) provides eligible
residential Vermont Gas Systems (VGS) and Green Mountain Power (GMP) customers
the ability to finance home weatherization upgrades on their utility bill. A participant can
pay for qualifying weatherization projects like insulation and air sealing, as well as heat
pumps and advanced wood heating systems, through a monthly charge on their gas bill
that can be paid back over time. The cost of WRAP will stay with the meter of the home
if the dwelling is sold or changes ownership.

» Attorney James Dumont is representing intervenors who have made legal challenges to
the Addison Natural Gas Project pipeline that also passes through New Haven. An
investigation conducted by the Vermont Public Utility Commission (PUC) found a
number of installation violations, including the lack of a supervising engineer and that the
pipeline was buried well less than 3 feet deep in multiple locations. VGS therefore
required an amended Certificate of Public Good be issued by the PUC, which the PUC
ultimately granted. The Vermont Supreme Court ruled however that the PUC had acted
unlawfully, vacated the PUC'’s findings that the changes to the pipeline satisfy safety
standards, and prohibited issuance of an amended Certificate of Public Good until the
legally required process has been followed. This process will include public hearings to
give an opportunity for impacted landowners to weigh in.

» It was learned following the PC meeting that Town Attorney Cindy Hill has filed an
Intervention and Notice of Appearance on the Town’s behalf and will monitor the case.

VI. Approve PC Meeting Minutes for December 9, 2024
Maggie Eaton moved to approve meeting minutes for December 9, 2024; Bev Landon
seconded. Motion carried with 5 members in favor (K. Cahill, R. Litch, M. Eaton, B. Landon, B.
Putnam); 0 opposed. MOTION PASSED

VII. Adjourn
Bev Landon moved to adjourn; Benj Putnam seconded. Motion carried with 5 members in favor
(K. Cahill, R. Litch, M. Eaton, B. Landon, B. Putnam); 0 opposed. MOTION PASSED
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Peggy Connor, Zoning Administrator



