Town of New Haven Selecthoard Meeting
7:00 pm
Tuesday, January 17, 2023
Town Offices

Selectboard: Chair, John Roleau, Vice Chair, Bruce Many, Kathy Barrett, Taborri Bruhl

and Steve Dupoise (via zoom)
Selectboard Assistant: Pam Kingman

Visitors: Spencer Potter, Jay Best, Beth Ekroos, Eric Smith and Dean Gilmore

ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA: Approve the RFP for the Town Hall Porch and
ADA / Dog Warden / Outside Appraiser Contract

VISITORS BUSNESS:

1. Spencer Potter: Town-wide Reappraisal bids were opened at the January 3,
2023 Selectboard meeting. Spencer Potter’s was the only bid received. Spencer
inadvertently forgot to put in the cost and fees page into the packet, however,
was able to forward it to the Selectboard the next day. He mentioned he only
does town-wide reappraisals for the towns he does contract work for.

Spencer just finished up a town-wide reappraisal for the Town of Mendon, he has
also done the Town of Waitsfield in the past. Taborri Bruhl asked about the
remote access issue. Spencer said he needs to have a good remote access in
order to get into the program from his home office. He would only charge the
town if he couldn’t log-on multiple times if it's only once or twice he wouldn't
charge for it. Pam Kingman will contact our IT people and see if there’s anything
more we can do to ensure a good connection. Kathy Barrett asked about the
additional day of pay. Spencer said he would charge only charge for an extra day
if he had to come in other than his customary Tuesdays to work with the Listers.
Kathy asked about interior inspection after February 26, 2026. Spencer said he
needed to add that date to get the folks who procrastinate and don’t want an
interior inspection done. Kathy asked Spencer if he could just add a drop-dead
date to the inspections, Spencer said he will create a list of who he is visiting a
month in advance and add a drop-dead date to it. Spencer said he tries to do
exterior inspections first, then will leave instructions for the homeowners on how
to schedule the interior inspection. Steve Dupoise suggested Spencer take one
of the Listers with him when conducting the interior inspections. Spencer said he



will take that into consideration. The board thanked him for coming to the
meeting.

2. Lister Consultant Contract: Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the Lister
Consultant Contract with Spencer Potter for 2023, at the same dollar amount as
previous years. Motion seconded by Steve Dupoise. Vote by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

3. Beth Ekroos and Eric Smith came to touch base with the Selectboard. Beth
said the Maddens are still planning on donating money towards a new Fire
Station. Beth said there are a lot of moving parts for the Maddens, and they are
working through the process. Lynn Madden said her brother Mark Marsceill is
interested in getting involved in helping the Fire Dept. get a new station. Beth
said she is willing to help the Fire Department with any grants if they would like
her to. There is an upcoming grant, but they need to know the amount of money,
she said she will touch base with Dean Gilmore again. Beth asked about the
purchase of the property, Kathy Barrett said there will be an Article on the Town
Meeting warning asking voters to approve the purchase of land. Kathy added
there is a 30-day appeal period after Town Meeting.

Steve Dupoise asked Beth if the Maddens would consider donating money
towards revitalizing the Train Depot. The Selectboard has allocated $100k from
the ARPA funds for seed money to help secure a grants. Beth said she would
talk to Lynn and Mike Madden about it. Steve said any donations would be
greatly appreciated. The Board thanked Beth for coming and asked her to send
their appreciation to the Maddens.

ADJUSTMENTS TO AGENDA:

1. Vermont Integrated Architecture RFP for the Town Hall front porch and
ADA accessibility which outlines the timeline, site visit, walk-thru. VIA will then
make the recommendation to the Selectboard on March 10, 2023. All work will be
completed between the end of school in June and August (Just prior to school
opening). Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the RFP with Vermont
Integrated Architecture (VIA) for the Town Hall Front Porch and ADA
accessibility. Motion seconded by Bruce Many. Vote by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

2. Dog Warden: John Roleau dealt with 2 dog issues over the weekend. Wayne
Marcelle has resigned as Animal Control Officer, effective the first of the year.
Pam Kingman will put something out on Front Porch Forum asking if anyone is
interested in becoming the Town’s Animal Control Officer.

3. Town-wide Reappraisal: Taborri Bruhl made a motion to hire Spencer Potter’s
firm to conduct the Town-wide Reappraisal. This will be a 3-year rolling
reappraisal. Motion seconded by Bruce Many. Vote by roll call 5 yes / 0 no
The Board discussed having someone accompany Spencer when he does the



interior inspections, and getting proof of insurance from Spencer with the Town
named as insured. Pam Kingman will contact VLCT about this matter.

UPDATES ON:

1.

Roads:

o Road Crew was able to fix many dirt roads after the heavy rains last
week.

¢ The Western Star needed a new compressor.

e The new F550 is ready to be picked up from G. Stone Motors and
then taken to Viking to have the body installed.

e Mike Mullen from Pike Industries toured the roads with Road
Foreman, Eric Boise. Mike will forward projected paving numbers as
soon as he can.

2. Town Buildings and Land:

e Train Depot update given by Steve Dupoise: The sill cock on the
front of the building froze up. The Masons were using the hose, and it
froze after the temps dropped. Julie Bessette called Champlain Valley
Plumbing & Heating; they came out to look at it. There is no access to
it, so they will need to cut into the wall in the library to make an access
door. Steve added the Masons are almost done and didn’t know if the
board wanted to wait until spring to fix it. However, it could cause
damage in the library, he will leave the decision up to the rest of the
Board. Steve also mentioned reaching out to Jim Northup, for his help
with grant writing for the Train Depot.

AUTHORIZATIONS:

1.

Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 1/7/23, in
the amount of $4,606.84, seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote by roll call 4 yes / 1
abstention (Many)

Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 1/14/23, in
the amount of $4,976.09, seconded by Kathy Barrett. Vote by roll call 4 yes /1
abstention (Many)

Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve the pay orders for the week ending
1/17/23, in the amount of $40,083.69, seconded by Bruce Many. Vote by roll call
5yes/0no

Kathy Barrett made a motion to acknowledge receipt of the Bank Statement and
Financials from December 2022. Motion seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote by roll
call 5yes/ 0 no

Town Hall Application: John Roleau made a motion to approve the New Haven
Fire Dept. holding a pancake breakfast on Sunday, January 15, 2023. Fee



waived. Motion seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote by roll call 5 yes / 0 no ** This
was verbally approved prior to the event** Dean Gilmore remarked that it went
very well using the upstairs and they had a good turnout.

6. 2023 Certificate of Highway Mileage: John Roleau made a motion to approve
the 2023 Certificate of Highway Mileage. Motion seconded by Steve Dupoise.
Vote by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

7. Approve the General Fund and Road Fund budgets: Taborri Bruhl made a
motion to approve the General Fund and Road Fund budgets for 2023. Motion
seconded by Bruce Many. Vote by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

8. Review the Town Meeting Warning. Outside Agency request for funds are not
due until January 19, 2023. The Board will have to meet again to approve the
Warning.

9. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the minutes from 1/3/23, seconded by
Kathy Barrett. Vote by roll call 5 yes /0 no

OTHER BUSINESS:
Steve Dupoise made a motion to go into executive session at 8:17pm to discuss
contracts. Motion seconded by Bruce Many. Vote by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

Steve Dupoise made a motion to come out of executive session at 8:24 pm, seconded
by Taborri Bruhl. Vote by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

Kathy Barrett made a motion to authorize Steve Dupoise to contract with Jim Northup to
write grants for the Train Depot. Motion seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote by roll call 5
yes /0 no

Adjourn: 8:26 pm
Respectfully submitfed:
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