Town of New Haven Selectboard
Tuesday, January 3, 2023
Meeting Minutes

\3Iectboard: Chair John Roleau, Vice Chair Bruce Many, Kathy Barrett, Taborri Bruhl,

Steve Dupoise (remote)
Minutes: Peggy Connor (substituting for Selectboard Assistant Pam Kingman)

Visitors: Gardner Miriam

Adjustments to Agenda
e Review 2022 Equalization Results provided by the State of Vermont Department of Taxes

Open Townwide Reappraisal Bids

One bid received on December 27, 2022, from Vermont Municipal Assessor Spencer Potter,
however, the actual contract containing proposed costs was not included in the packet. Kathy Barrett
moved to defer action and ask Spencer to join board members at their next meeting; Taborri Bruhl

seconded. Motion carried: 5 in favor, O opposed.

VISITORS’ BUSINESS:

1. Gardner Merriam — Traffic on River Road
Gardner Merriam advised that in his email to the Selectboard on December 29, 2022, he had
suggested a number of solutions to consider for addressing the economic cost and road safety on
River Road, including lowering the speed limit at specific sections from 40 to 35 mph; positioning
several digital speed signs; installing “hidden drive” or “blind drive” signage.

Following discussion, board members agreed to utilize one of the four recently purchased digital
(" veed signs on River Road, and to install “hidden drive” signs at several suggested locations.

2. Beth Ekroos
Beth Ekroos was unable to attend the meeting due to illness.

Updates on the following:

1. Roads:
During the intense windstorm on Friday, December 234 which produced wind gusts up to 70 mph
taking down trees and power lines, followed by a flash freeze, Bruce Many noted there were 6 roads
closed in New Haven, and only one-lane open on South Street. John Roleau commended the road
crew, fire department, and Becky Hutchins of Emergency Management for all their hard work in

keeping everyone safe.

Bruce also reported that as a result of a recent theft of tools and gasoline, the Town will need to
purchase locks for a new toolbox as well as for the chipper.

2. Town Buildings and Land:
¢ Train Depot update:
Steve Dupoise reported that the mason work should be near completion. He asked the board for
formal confirmation of the $100,000 in matching American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds to be used
as leverage to secure additional funding. Kathy Barrett moved to authorize the use of up to $100,000
from ARPA funds for the purpose of matching grant monies for continued work on the train depot;
Taborri Bruhl seconded. Motion carried: 5 in favor, O opposed.

Review 2022 Equalization Results from State of Vermont Department of Taxes



John Roleau reviewed results of the State Department of Taxes Property and Valuation and Review
(PVR)'s 2022 equalization study:

Education Grand List (form 411): $318,619,300

Equalized Education Grand List (EEGL): $396,287,294

Common Level of Appraisal (CLA): 80.55% or 0.8055*

Co-efficient of Dispersion (COD): 16.63%

*A CLA below 85% or over 115% necessitates a re-appraisal per 32 V.S5.A.§4041a.

AUTHORIZATIONS:

1. Financials: Payroll / Pay Orders / Budget Status Report / Bank Statements
Taborri Bruhl moved to approve payroll in the amount of $5,264.37 for the week ending 12/24/2022;
seconded by Kathy Barrett. Motion carried: 4 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 abstention (Bruce Many)

Kathy Barrett moved to approve payroll in the amount of $5,949.35 for the week ending 12/31/2022;
Steve Dupoise seconded. Motion carried: 4 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 abstention (Bruce Many)

Taborri Bruhl moved to approve pay orders in the amount of $24,308.48 for the week ending
12/31/2022; Kathy Barrett seconded. Motion carried: 5 in favor, 0 opposed.

2. Moderator Appointment
in his letter to the board received December 27th, Lanny Smith agreed to act as moderator for the
2023 New Haven Town meeting. Bruce Many moved to appoint Lanny Smith as acting moderator;
Taborri Bruhl seconded. Motion carried: 5 in favor, 0 opposed.

3. Town Hall Application
John Roleau moved to approve the Town Hall Application submitted by the Brendon P. Cousino Med
47 Foundation to hold an indoor yard sale benefit February 25 and 26, 2023, and to waive the fee to
the non-profit; Bruce Many seconded. Motion carried: 5 in favor, 0 opposed.

Permission to Access Sleeper lot

Aaron Napoleon requests permission to go across Sleeper lot once frozen to clean out trees that fell
on Beeman Elementary School’s outside classroom. John Roleau so moved; Kathy Barrett seconded.
Motion carried: 5 in favor, 0 opposed.

4. Minutes from December 20, 2022
Steve Dupoise moved to approve the Selectboard meeting minutes for December 20, 2022; Kathy
Barrett seconded. Motion carried: 5 in favor, 0 opposed.

OTHER BUSINESS:

1. Review Town Meeting Warning
Following discussion, board members agreed on the following changes to the Town Meeting Warning
draft:

> Delete Article 24 (repeated in Article 27)
> Page 1, 15t paragraph: change “33" to “32”
> Article 9: change “(Lot #2)” to “(Lot #3)"

ADJOURN
Kathy Barrett moved to adjourn; John Roleau seconded. Motion carried: 5 in favor, 0 opposed.
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Peggy Connor (substituting for Pam Kingman) e
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