Town of New Haven Selectboard Meeting
6:45 pm
Tuesday, January 7, 2020
Town Offices

Kathy Barrett made a motion to find that premature general knowledge of the Towns
negotiation with VELCO would clearly put the Selectboard at a substantial
disadvantage, because the Selectboard risks disclosing its negotiation strategy if it
discusses negotiations in public. Motion seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll
call 5yes /0 no

Kathy Barrett made a motion to go into executive session at 6:46 pm to discuss
negotiations with VELCO, motion to include Town Admin., Aaron Brown. Motion
seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

Kathy Barrett made a motion to come out of executive session at 6:59 pm, seconded by
Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no
**No action taken

The regular meeting started at 7:00 pm

Selectboard: Chair, Steve Dupoise (via SKYPE), Vice Chair, Kathy Barrett, Taborri
Bruhl, John Roleau and Jim Walsh

Town Administrator / ZA: Aaron Brown

Selectboard Assistant: Pam Kingman

Visitors: Robert Clark, Steve Revell, June Moncrief, Jay Best, Georgia Best, Jon
Christiano, Jane Ross, Dan Monger, Cathleen Teel, Doug Tolles (via phone), Polly
Darnell, Bev Landon and Abigail Diehl-Noble

ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA:

1. Alistar Fuels — Steve Dupoise has spoken with Attorney Hill, who thought the
Planning Commission would come up with new language to change the lot
depths for RA 2 and RA 5. Aaron Brown said the PC has drafted the language for
these, and he will encourage them to move forward with it. Jim Walsh added it's
a long process to hold public hearings for both the PC and Selectboard, and
could take 3 - 4 months.



2. RJ Turner Co. Tax Mapping: Taborri Bruhl made a motion to have R J Turner
Co. to update Parcel Maps for 2020, in the amount of $2,500. Motion seconded
by Kathy Barrett. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

VISITORS BUSNESS:

1. Robert Clark from Otter Creek Engineering re: Beaver Brook Culverts.
Robert reiterated what was discussed at the previous meeting. They’ve run into
bad soils when drilling, and it only gets worse the deeper they go. This makes the
original plan for a concrete structure twice as expensive; and Robert is also
working on keeping costs down. Robert asked the Board if they would like to hit
the reset button and go through the VTRANS Bridge Program, but there is no
guarantee we would get funding. Seven months ago, the Structures Grant
seemed like a good way to go, however this also means the project may not get
done for another 8 — 10 years; especially with Quaker Village Road having a low
volume of traffic. The cost for the aluminum structure is approximately $125k less
in just materials, and life expectancy is 50 years. But many structures like this
could last much longer. John Roleau thinks we are just loosing time, as the price
will continue to rise. John doesn'’t like the idea of a reset; he wants to know about
the funding. $100k will provide the concrete footings and the aluminum structure.
There will still be a need for a crane, and installation will be easier. Discussed
the life span of the aluminum structure, which is dipped in a membrane
compared to concrete. The only time it would be submerged in water is during a
flooding event. Steve Dupoise mentioned another option is to use FEMA funds to
do a quick fix. FEMA would replace the culverts.

Taborri Bruhl made a motion to move forward with the aluminum structure,
seconded by Jim Walsh. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

2. Steve Revell and June Moncrief re: Horizontal boring application on
Hallock Road. John Roleau recused himself from this portion of the meeting, as
he has been subpoenaed in the ongoing court case between Moncrief / Tonzola
and Tolles / McBride. John said he could sit here and just listen or he could leave
the room. Moncrief indicated she would prefer he leave the room. John Roleau
left the room at this time.

Steve Revell had previously sent a letter to the Selectboard indicating what the
boring under Hallock Road entailed and why it was necessary. He also provided
a map of the area. Revell explained this is to replace the failed septic system for
Moncrief / Tonzola. This will provide a mound disposal system with a curtain
drain; this is required to be able to put trenches in to discharge surface and
ground water. He said the boring is similar to what VT Gas did to install their
pipeline; it eliminates surface disturbance. Revell said he can’t get the State to
continue to review the permit until the Selectboard allows them to put trenchless



borings under Hallock Road. Revell explained the curtain drain would be uphill to
catch the surface and ground water which goes to a pump, then into the ditch.
The pump would discharge 5 -10 gallons per minute. The discharge point would
be rip rapped and monumented; the boring would lie 4’ under Hallock Rd.
Currently Moncrief / Tonzola’s septic is sealed and they have it pumped out. The
curtain drain is required by the State. The State won't ok a system that allows
surface and ground water entering a septic system. Revell was asked if there
was any other place to put it, the Board has concerns about allowing this to flow
into the Towns ditch. All the construction will be within the easement, the
application is currently in front of the State. None of this will happen on the Tolles
/ McBride property. Doug Tolles (via phone) said some of what Revell said were
false statements. Tolles has spoken with David Swift at the State and Swift is
writing Revell a letter this week. Tolles said there is no clean water; there is still
effluent coming out of the Moncrief / Tonzola septic. Tolles also said the ditch
along Hallock Rd is not stone lined. He added the court will rule on whether this
is a valid easement or not. He wondered why they don’t bore on the north side of
their own property. Tolles said the septic has failed, it is a health hazard and he
has contacted the town health officer. He fears this will affect more households
than just his. Tolles sighted a V.S.A. 19 §111 Section 4 - 6, which refers to there
being more abutters that this will affect, and he feels it would be premature for
the Selectboard to vote on. Steve Revell said it is the State who has jurisdiction
over wastewater and the State wants approval of the Selectboard. Revell said he
has a list of the questions from the State; one of the questions is if he has
approval from the Selectboard to install trenchless boring.

After much consideration, the Selectboard agreed they would like to wait and
have the Town Attorney weigh in on this matter. Steve Dupoise made a motion to
take the matter under consideration at a future date, and hold a deliberative
session to include Attorney Hill. Motion seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by
roll call 4 yes / 0 no

Kathy Barrett asked both parties for copies of their facts to help provide
information to the Board. Both parties agreed to forward to the Board.

** John Roleau returned to the room at 7:53 pm.

. Listers, Jay Best, Jr. and Jon Christiano — Jay read a statement in response
to the December 17, 2019 Selectboard meeting in regards to replacing the
outside appraiser. Jay read the proposal that was posted on the website and sent
out to area appraisers, he then read what Spencer Potter has submitted as his
bid. Potter reiterated what was in the original bid request and added he would
charge $70.00 per hour and charge for his travel time, which is 51 miles round
trip. Jay then read aloud the quote from NEMRC, which was sent via email to
Danielle Cummings. NEMRC said in an email they would charge about $15.00



per parcel or $13,245. NEMRC added they would need the Listers or someone
to be in the Lister office to answer calls, and complete tasks as needed. An
assessor would be in a monthly basis. NEMRC says it would be cost prohibitive
to the town for weekly service. Jay asked the board to look at the date on the
email which reflects the email was sent in October. Jay said this quote has
differed from the professional quotes in the past. There was no formal quote from
NEMRC, it was just an email. Once the bid has been received, you can'’t ask for
any further information. Jay has listened to the audio from that meeting, and feels
the Board should have focused on the proposals instead of making derogatory
comments. The Listers were accused of not staying for the entire day on
grievance day. Jay noted on the Notice to Taxpayers that gets posted as well as
the formal letter one would get about their change in use value; neither of them
have a time frame, only a start time for appointments at 10:00 am. This past
grievance time, there was only one grievance, and it turned out to be a mistake
the tax payer made on paperwork. On grievance day, Jon and Spencer stayed
until 11:00 and Jay stayed until 1:45. The Listers feel there is a lack of
cooperation, and wonder why they all can’t get along. The past 3 years, the
Selectboard has invited the Listers to meet with the Board, that didn’t happen this
year. Statutorily, the Listers have the authority to hire the appraiser of their
choice, and work under their own accord. The bid process this past time was
poor, and from now on the Listers will bring forth a name to the Selectboard as to
who they want to work with. Most of the Selectboard don’t understand what the
Listers do, and they wished the Board had come to them prior to the bidding
process. Comments from the Selectboard include that it was never about the
Listers, it was about the Assessor. They realize the email was not apples to
apples, and were more focused on the numbers. It was mentioned that it more
than likely goes back to Jim Walsh challenging the Board and staff to make cuts
and be creative. The Listers asked the Board to consider rescinding their motion
to hire NEMRC.

Taborri Bruhl made a motion to rescind the vote to hire NEMRC, motion
seconded by Jim Walsh. Vote taken by roll call 3 yes / 2 no (Barrett / Dupoise)
Jay Best said the Listers will bring forth a name for the Selectboard, he added it
is not common practice to put out to bid every year.

TOWN ADMINISTRATORS REPORT:
1. Road Update:
o The Road crew has calibrated their trucks for salt usage, they did this in
house. Board wants to be sure the Crew is mindful of salt usage.
o Plans to fill pot holes on Plank and Pearson roads
o Will grade Halpin and Sargent Cross road as soon as weather permits.



o Consider replacing the 2017 Western Star. Last year spent $5,000 on
repairs and have budgeted $5,000 for 2020. It currently holds a good
trade in value. The Board agreed to keep the truck for another chance,
not prepared to purchase another truck this year.

e The Crew will now be purchasing their own uniforms from a stipend,
and they will launder them. They have had the option to buy the
uniforms from Unifirst, some have chosen to do so. Their preferred
vendors now will be 802 Print and Agway.

e Everts Cemetery — The Crew will go out over the winter to see what
they can do to fix the fence.

2. Town Buildings:

e Each Town building now has key boxes to hold spare keys. The new
unit at the Town Hall has its own individual code for each user and
usage gets recorded via Bluetooth.

e VT Gas had to reschedule the blower test, this will now happen on
January 21, 2020. Mike Gifford will however be here on January 9, 2020
to do a walk through with Aaron to get cost estimates.

e Bristol Electronics will provide Aaron with estimates on January 15,
2020. He has asked them for costs for offsetting for 50, 57 and 100% of
total electricity use among all town buildings, as well as individual costs
for each building.

AUTHORIZATIONS:

1. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 12/21/19, in
the amount of $6,034.13, seconded by Kathy Barrett Vote taken by roll call 5
yes /0 no

2. Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 12/28/19, in
the amount of $5,091.25, seconded by John Roleau Vote taken by roll call 5 yes /
0 no

3. Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve the payroll for the week ending 12/28/19
for the Delinquent Tax Collector in the amount of $1,291.04. Motion seconded by
Taborri Bruhl Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

4. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the payroll for the week ending
12/28/19, for the Delinquent Tax Collector in the amount of $5.78. Motion
seconded by Kathy Barrett Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

5. Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve the payroll for the week ending 1/6/20,
in the amount of $5,042.09. Motion seconded by Taborri Bruhl Vote taken by roll
call 5yes/0no



6. John Roleau made a motion to approve the pay orders for the week ending
12/31/19, in the amount of $24,429.67. Motion seconded by Kathy Barrett Vote
taken by roll call 5 yes /0 no

7. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the pay orders for the week ending
1/6/20, in the amount of $30,894.04, seconded by Kathy Barrett Vote taken by
roll call 5 yes / 0 no

8. Kathy Barrett made a motion to acknowledge receipt of the budget status report
and financials. Motion seconded by Taborri Bruhl Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0
no

9. Steve Dupoise made a motion to approve the minutes from 12/17/19, seconded
by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call 4 yes / 1 abstention (Walsh)

10. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to set the mileage at the Federal rate of $0.57.5 per
mile. Motion seconded by John Roleau. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

OTHER BUSINESS:
1. Approve budgets: Discussed paving projects, in particular Plank Road. It was
decided to reclaim and pave Plank and Pearson.
Steve Dupoise made a motion to approve the Road Fund and General Fund
budgets. Motion seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no
2. Town Meeting Warning — Review

MISC. CORRESPONDENCE:

Adjourn: 9:34pm
Respectfully submitted:
Pam Kingman

Approved on [~ 2]~ 30

Chair, Steve Dupoise [ [ ! Vice Chair, Kathy Barrett

Taorr Rfufll John Roleau Jim Walsh




