Town of New Haven Special Selectboard Meeting
6:30 pm
Tuesday, January 8, 2019
Town Offices

Selectboard: Chair, Steve Dupoise (via phone), Vice Chair, Kathy Barrett, Taborri Bruhl,
John Roleau, Jim Walsh, Treasurer, Barb Torian and Clerk, Pam Kingman

At 6:30 pm, Steve Dupoise made a motion to go into executive session to accept advice
from legal counsel and pending litigation. Motion seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken
by roll call 4 yes / 0 no Kathy Barrett was not present for this portion of the executive
session, siting a conflict of interest as she is on the DRB.

Kathy Barrett joined the executive session at 7:05 pm.

Taborri Bruhl made a motion to come out of executive session at 7:15 pm, seconded by
John Roleau. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

Steve Dupoise opened the regular meeting at 7:16 pm.

Visitors: Town Attorney Cindy Hill, Road Foreman, Tim Rich, Listers: Linda Cousino,
Jay Best, Don Johnston, Bev Landon, Doug Tolles and Erin Baslow

Steve Dupoise made a motion to appoint John Roleau as the point person for the Jipner
Litigation, seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call 4 yes / 1 abstention
(Barrett)

Taborri Bruhl made a motion to continue to oppose New Haven GLC East Solar as
proposed; and not to expend more than $15,000 in opposition. Motion seconded by
John Roleau. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

Steve Dupoise discussed the Selectboard minutes from December 4, 2018, he
discussed the matter with the towns counsel, she said the motion the Board made was
fine, and there was no need to ratify the minutes. The Board did not set wages for town
employees until December 18, 2018. Steve suggested sending a letter to Bev Landon
informing her there would be no changes to the minutes.

**Adjustments to the Agenda: Town Report cover / Riverside Cemetery Fence / Town
Hall emergency lights / recycling / Town Land Rules / Bypass letter / Driveway access
permit / Bike Loop Grant / VELCO / Otter Creek Engineering



ROAD REPORT given by Rd. Foreman, Tim Rich and Rd. Comm., John Roleau

1. Road Update: Tim Rich has scheduled the boom mower for the end of August,
during that time he will have extra help. The Board discussed doing this work in
the late spring and or early fall, they asked Tim to re-schedule it for when the
leaves are off the trees.

2. Equipment Update:

e The MAC truck lost the hydraulic line as well as having a coolant issue.
This is the truck scheduled to be replaced if voters approve the new one
in March.

e Backhoe is having solenoid issue. The landing gear will go down, but
will not retract.

e The new Poly cover for the “marshmallow” has been delivered. John
Roleau will contact the company to confirm an installation date.

¢ Need to contact VLCT to inquire what is happening with the insurance
coverage.

e Jim Walsh noticed the price of uniforms for the road crew has
increased. John Roleau said he will look at the contract again.

3. Certificate of Highway Miles for 2019: Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve
the Certificate of Highway Miles for 2019, seconded by John Roleau. Vote taken
by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

4. Other: Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the Road Access Permit for
Steve Heffernan on Hunt Road, seconded by Kathy Barrett. Discussion to make
sure the owner is aware they are responsible to purchase the culvert, the town
will install it. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

VISITORS BUSNESS:

1. Listers, Linda Cousino and Jay Best — Discuss Outside Appraisers. The
Listers and the Selectboard discussed how many hours Spencer Potter currently
spends in the office, if the Listers are happy with Potter. Both Listers agreed they
work well with Potter, and have learned a lot from him. There are days when
there isn’'t much to do, so he doesn'’t stay for a full day. There were other bids for
the appraiser position that said they would work a full 6 hours each time they
came in, which may be more cost effective. Linda Cousino said they are just
starting up the site visits for the New Year, so the hours Potter is here will more
than likely increase over the next 3 months. Also discussed hiring the next
person by the hour instead of salary. Jay Best said right now there are 3 capable
Listers, if they choose not to run again, the new are starting over with training.
Bev Landon added she looked up what NEMRC is capable of doing, and found
the towns they work with their CLA has maintained at 100%. We haven’t been at
100% since Potter has been here. The CLA or Common Level of Appraisal over



the last few years was discussed. Taborri Bruhl suggested deferring to the
Listers, as they are the ones who work directly with the Appraiser. Jim Walsh
called the question. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to hire Spencer Potter for 1
year (2019), seconded by Jim Walsh. Vote taken by roll call 3 yes / 2 no (Barrett /

Dupoise)

. Donald Johnston — Presentation of Town Lands Surveys: Steve Dupoise
thanked Don for all his hard work

Town Garage: This parcel was put together in 4 different time
frames; initiated by 2 strips of land. Then there was a small BLA from
land currently owned by Anne Watson. In the 1980’s it was the Larrow
Farm, now it belongs to the Palmers. There is no definitive survey
from the State on Route 17, but they maintain it is a 4 rod road. The
back line by the sand / salt shed is very close to Palmers line. Years
ago, Ken Weston surveyed for Palmers when they purchased from
Larrows, the back line was based on a fence line. Now that it is
surveyed, the Board will approach John Palmer about having access
to get behind the shed. Steve Dupoise mentioned it may be a good
time to approach John Palmer about the R.O.W. between the Palmers
and the Town.

Town Green and Memorial Park: This land was originally donated to
the Town by the Congregational Church. Don Johnston agrees with
monuments set by Rodney Orvis for the Memorial Park, it is based on
the width of the Village Green Market property. To the east the
Davidsons made a statement that they maintained the land. Don said
it is more occupational than deed description. The wood fence was
not there 25 years ago, but a wire fence was constructed, and that
accepts the property line. Kathy Barrett noted the survey significantly
reduces the Village Green Market's parking. Town Hill Road around
the green and South St are 3 rod roads. Town Hill Road is a 6 rod
road.

Harpur Crewe Lot (donated to the Town by Andrew Johnson)
Don said this is still a work in progress. It is described as a 4 acre
wood lot, and he followed the chain of title back to the early 1900'’s.
The Mitchells chain of title goes back to the early 1900’s. Don
produced a small map that shows the Mitchell, Choquette and the
Schaefer boundaries. He also made a fictitious 4 acre lot to give the
Board a sense of what 4 acres would look like. In his deed research
Don found that the Mitchells title says the Harpur Crewe lot is east of
the Mitchells. Doug Tolles said he found 3 of the 4 pins for the Harpur
Crewe lot. Don said those were for the Mitchell’s and Schaefer's



3.

boundaries, not Harpur Crewe. Kathy Barrett said when Andy
Johnson donated it; he wasn’t exactly sure where it was. Tim Short
surveyed for the Mitchell's and Schaefer’'s, and Ken Weston did all the
surveying for Johnsons, and could never locate this 4 acres. The
Board thanked Don for his work on this. Don said to add him to the
January 22" agenda; he is hoping to have more information about
this lot.
Suzy Roorda - Rec. Dept. Hours — (Suzy was not present) Steve Dupoise
wanted to discuss asking Suzy to be in the office to do her job. Kathy Barrett
thought it was appropriate. John Roleau said he’d rather discuss it when Suzy is
present. Defer until the next regular meeting when Suzy can be here.
Bev Landon — Regarding the minutes from December 18", she said are not in
the order of what happened at the meeting. She also would like to see John
Roleau’s comments about the horse issue at Winter Festival be included in the
minutes as he was at the festival and he is a Selectboard member. John was ok
with his comments not being included in the December 18 minutes, but would
like them to be reflected in these minutes. The fact that he was at Winter
Festival, his wife and children were on the wagon when the horse went down, no
one was hurt, but it was scary. John asked if the people who held the wagon ride
had produced a copy of their insurance. Steve Dupoise said as far as he knows,
Suzy had not yet received one.
Bev Landon — For her personal knowledge consulted an attorney about the
minutes from December 4, 2018. She was wrong in her accusation that the
Board made an inappropriate action and asked the Selectboard to accept her
apology. The Board accepted Bevs’ apology.

NEW BUSINESS:

1.

Town Meeting Warning Discussion: Discussed whether to include Article 10 or
not, in regards to the drainage issues at the Town Hall. In 2018, up to $50,000
was approved by the voters for the drainage issue. In 2018, about $21,000 was
used and there are still drainage issues to be addressed. The Board wants it to
be as transparent as possible. Pam Kingman will contact Attorney Hill for her
opinion

TOWN OFFICES:

1.
2.

Town Hall Applications — none

Mileage rating for 2019 — Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve the current
IRS Mileage Rate at $.58 per mile, seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll
call 5yes/0no

Key lock for Town Hall — defer for additional quotes.



ONGOING:

1.

Fire Dept. ISO Rating — Steve Dupoise has spoken to Dean Gilmore, they are
waiting for the guy from New Jersey to come and do their rating. He was
supposed to be here in October — November, but hasn’t shown up yet. The Fire
Dept. has made some upgrades, but they are pretty sure it will stay the same.
The Fire Dept. will let the Board know if the rating changes.

. Vermont Green Line Update (Anbaric) — They did not get awarded their bid for

the latest project, but they intend to continue to pursue others.

MINUTES:

1.

John Roleau made a motion to approve the minutes from December 18, 2018.
Discussion about the accuracy of the minutes vs the order of events. Steve
Dupoise asked John Roleau if his comments make a difference to the minutes.
John said he was there and was involved. Kathy Barrett suggested deferring the
minutes, and she will make the corrections. Minutes deferred until the next
meeting.

FINANCIAL:

1.

Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 12/22/18, in
the amount of $5,825.83, seconded by John Roleau Vote taken by roll call 4 yes /
1 abstention (Walsh)

. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 12/31/18, in

the amount of $5,541.32, seconded by Kathy Barrett Vote taken by roll call 4 yes
/ 1 abstention (Walsh)

Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 12/31/18, in
the amount of $1,126.31, seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes
/0 no
Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 1/5/19, in the
amount of $4,362.38, seconded by Kathy Barrett. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0
no
Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the pay orders for the week ending
1/7/19, in the amount of $43,159.66, seconded by Kathy Barrett. Vote taken by
roll call 4 yes / 1 abstention (Walsh)

Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve the pay orders for the week ending

12/31/18, in the amount of $25,701.94, seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by
roll call 4 yes / 1 abstention (Walsh)

Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve the pay orders for the week ending
12/31/18 in the amount of $145.07 (newsletter). Seconded by Taborri Bruhl.
Vote taken by roll call 4 yes / 1 abstention (Walsh)



8.
9.

Budget status report / Bank Statements

Barb Torian requested to have a Selectboard member talk to Dog Warden,
Wayne Marcelle about submitting his time cards quarterly. Steve Dupoise said he
will contact Wayne.

ADJUSTEMENTS TO THE AGENDA:

1.

9.

lva Menard reached out to Steve Dupoise about using a color photo on the
Town Report this year. She had a request form someone, and did the research
on the cost, it would be approximately $300 more to have a color photo on the
cover. John Roleau made a motion to not use a color photo on the cover for the
Town Report, seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes /0 no
Riverside Cemetery Fence — Taborri Bruhl reported that Susan Smiley has
found the posts for the existing fence to be in good shape, just the boards need
replacing and painting. Susan will be getting a quote on the boards.

Town Hall Emergency lighting — Jim Walsh noticed most of the emergency
lighting in the Town Hall doesn’t work; he got a quote form Perkins Electric for
$750. Discussed the whole light may not need to be replaced; they may just need
new batteries. Jim will research this.

Recycling — This has doubled for the coming year. Jim Walsh just learned
Vergennes is charging for their Town recycling, and he is concerned we may see
an increase in tonnage. Barb Torian said she will keep an eye on the bills for an
increase.

Conservation Reserve Funds guidelines — Taborri Bruhl apologized, he had
hoped to have this to the board sooner. He has made some revisions after
talking with Attorney Hill, and will get the revised copy to the board ASAP.

Bike Loop Grant ~ We were awarded the grant, Steve Dupoise has signed on
behalf of the Town. The Town'’s share is $2,000.

Jim Walsh made a motion to approve the letter opposing the Route 22A bypass
coming through New Haven, motion seconded by John Roleau. 4 yes / 1
abstention (Barrett)

VELCO - Jim Walsh met with reps from VELCO in Waitsfield a couple of months
ago to discuss adding fiber optic lines to VELCO. This adds value to the VELCO
lines. They are booked for 2019, but are open in 2020. Jim will continue to
pursue.

Otter Creek Engineering - Defer until January 15,2019

OTHER:
Work on General and Road Fund budgets:

e Barb Torian asked for Clarification on the wage sheet for the Planning
Commission Secretary. Kathy Barrett made a motion to pay the Planning



Commission minute taker $16.25 per hour, seconded by Steve Dupoise. 5
yes /0 no

e Zoning Administrators hours clarified: the ZA will work 25 hours per week,
this is to cover the ZA position and the zoning bylaw re-write.

e The Board discussed other areas of both the General fund and Road Fund
budgets. They will meet on January 15 to approve the budget.

Adjourn: 9:23
Respectfully submitted:
Pam Kingman
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