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Town of New Haven
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
New Haven Town Office
Monday, July 8, 2024
Meeting Minutes

[Approved by unanimous voice vote at August 13, 2024 Planning Commission meeting.]

Planning Commission (PC) Members Present: Co-chairs Kathy Cahill and Rob Litch; Maggie

Eaton,

Megan Ooms, and Bev Landon (remote).

ABSENT: Benj Putnam

Staff Present:
Peggy Connor, Zoning Administrator & Minutes

Visitors Present:

None.
l.

Call to Order:

Kathy Cahill called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

None.

None.

1. Adjustments to Agenda

2. Visitors’ Business

Energy Committee Update — Maggie Eaton

Maggie Eaton reported that:

>

A request has been made to Front Porch Forum asking if the number of New Haven
residents who log on can be determined as the venue is used as one method of
educational outreach regarding energy use.

Work with Margaret Benn continues on the Weatherization Repayment Assistance
Program (WRAP) in conjunction with Efficiency Vermont. WRAP is a financing option
allowing renters or homeowners to pay for comprehensive weatherization projects
through a monthly charge on their participating utility’s electric or natural gas bill with no
credit check required, over a period of 15 years.

Request for data from the State that is conveyed to Addison County Regional Planning
Commission (ACRPC) showing estimated energy use at VELCQO’s Operations Facility on
Main Street (Rt. 17) for updating the Town’s Energy Plan and determine impact on New
Haven’s energy goals to reduce carbon emissions. The state’s ultimate goal is to cut its
greenhouse gas pollution levels to 80% below 1990 levels by 2050.

Recently attended a meeting with Vermont Energy and Climate Action Network
(VECAN), which includes over 100 Vermont town energy committees and the
organizations that support them. Attendees learned more about Vermont’s new law,
referred to as the “Climate Superfund Act,” the first of its kind in the U.S., which will
require fossil fuel companies to pay for a share of the costs of weather disasters fueled
by climate change.

Work on solar project to be located on Halpin Road is now off the table as a result of the
parent company of Williston’s SunCommon recently declaring bankruptcy.

Large solar projects are now in the works for Panton, Shaftsbury and Fair Haven.
Utilizing 300 acres of mostly farmland, the proposed 50-megawatt solar array in Panton
would be the largest in Vermont, stretching about 4,000 feet south from West Road,
which runs from Route 22A west toward the Dead Creek Wildlife Management Area.
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Town of New Haven
Planning Commission Meeting
July 8, 2024

Should the solar array go forward, energy generated could help New Haven reach its
emission reduction goals.

» Updated renewable energy standard became law on July 1, 2024, requiring most of the
state’s utilities to purchase 100% of their electricity from renewable sources by 2030.

lll. Report on Meetings with Regional Planning Re: Updating Graphs/Tables — Kathy
Cahill
Kathy consulted with Environmental Careers and Opportunities (ECO) AmeriCorps Water
Quality Planner Carissa Finnerty at Addison County Reginal Planning Commission (ACRPC)
regarding updates to the graphs and maps contained within the New Haven Town Plan. Carissa
shared the first half of the graphs for the PC’s review and will send the remainder before her
term ends with ACRPC August 9. Following discussion, PC members agreed to the following
changes:
Delete duplicate of “Median Family Income”
Delete “Median Per Capita Income”
Delete “Housing Structure Types” for Vermont
Delete “Housing Structure Types” for Addison County
Change name of “Housing Unit Tenure” for New Haven to “Types of Housing”
Delete “Housing Unit Tenure” for Vermont
Delete “Housing Unit Tenure” for Addison County
Delete “Addison County Household Composition”
Delete “Vermont Household Composition”
Delete “New Haven Households (both copies)
Add totals to “New Haven Age Composition” graph
Delete “Population of New Haven” (information is reflected in “New Haven Age
Composition” graph)
Delete “Population of Addison County”
Delete “Population of Vermont”

VV VVVVVVVVVVVY

IV. Continue Work on Town Plan Update:

» Review Proposed Language for “Introduction” (p. 4)
PC members approved roposed language for the “Introduction,” with the following changes:

» Add to paragraph 1, point 4: “the Town’s Conservation Commission as it identifies and
works to protect important natural resources;”

» Correction to paragraph 4 to read: “For more than 260 years,”

» Add to “Over-Arching Goals and Policies,” #4 to read: “Encourage density housing to
improve affordability for New Haven residents, and to preserve land for agriculture, open
space, and habitat.”

» Review Proposed Language for Geography and History (pp. 507)
PC members approved the proposed language for “Geography and History” section as
presented.

> Review Proposed Language for “Population” (now “Population and Housing”) (pp.
14-23)
PC members approved the proposed language for “Population” with the following change:

» Delete under “Housing”: “[Suggested Goal: Increase density housing...."]

» Review Chapter Two: Local Economy
PC members approved the proposed language for Chapter Two with the following addition:

2
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» Under “Income,” last sentence in parentheses to read: “(based on the general rule of
thumb that no more than one-third or 33.3% of one’s income should be spent on
housing).

» Delete subsection “Health Insurance”

NEXT STEPS:

» Kathy Cahill to contact Carissa Finnerty at Addison County Reginal Planning
Commission regarding updates to all VTrans graphs contained within the Town Plan.

» Double-check U.S. Census figures relating to percentage of wage earners under
“Employment” in Chapter Two.

» Check for accuracy of figures contained in graph of “Housing Structure Types” in New
Haven.

» Draft language on Chapter Three: Utilities & Facilities Plan for review at August PC
meeting, in accordance with #5 of the “Required Elements.”

» Draft Energy Goals - Maggie

[Bev Landon left meeting remotely at approximately 8 p.m.]
V. Approve PC Meeting Minutes for May 13, 2024
Rob Litch moved to approve PC meeting minutes for May 13, 2024; Kathy Cahill seconded.
Motion passed unanimously 3-0 (K. Cahill, R. Litch, M. Eaton); 1 abstention (M. Ooms)
VI. Adjourn

Maggie Eaton moved to adjourn; Kathy Cahill seconded. Motion passed unanimously 4-0 (K.
Cahill, R. Litch, M. Ooms, M. Eaton).

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

The Planning Commission will hold its next meeting on Monday, August 12" at 7:00 p.m. at the
Town Offices.

Respectfully submitted,
Peggy Connor, Zoning Administrator



