Town of New Haven Selectboard Meeting
6:30 Executive session
7:00 pm Regular session
Tuesday, June 16, 2020
Town Offices
** Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, this meeting was held via GotoMeeting™*

Steve Dupoise made a motion to go into executive session at 6:30pm, to discuss court
cases re: New Haven Power Equipment / Mike Lee; motion to include Town Attorney,
Cindy Hill and Town Administrator, Aaron Brown. Motion seconded by Taborri Bruhl.
Vote by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

Steve Dupoise made a motion to come out of executive session at 7:00 pm, seconded
by John Roleau. Vote by roll call 5 yes / 0 no ** No action taken

Regular Meeting:

Selectboard: Chair, Steve Dupoise, Vice Chair, Kathy Barrett, Taborri Bruhl and Jim
Walsh

Town Administrator / ZA: Aaron Brown

Selectboard Assistant: Pam Kingman

Absent: John Roleau

Visitors: Susan Smiley, Nancy Myrick and Dog Warden / Constable, Wayne Marcelle
ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA: Vi. Local Resolution from VLCT

VISITORS BUSNESS:

1. Susan Smiley — Riverside Cemetery Fence: Susan has concerns that the
fence will not be painted. She requested the Selectboard reconsider this, and not
use pressure treated wood, but hemlock or another wood that will hold paint or
possibly stain. Susan has heard good things about the company that just painted
the Church in the Mills. Discussed getting opinions from painters to see what
they would recommend. There are currently two quotes for replacing the
Cemetery fence. 1) Fred Aldridge — Total $27,864.30 / 2) Middlebury Fence —
Total $13,863.00. Susan will work with Aaron Brown to gather more information
from painters and get additional quotes on the fence replacement. This item will
be on the July 7, 2020 agenda.



2. Nancy Myrick — Dogs: Nancy received a visit from Dog Warden; Wayne
Marcelle in early April after Wayne received a complaint about the Myrick’s dogs
attacking two people walking down Field Days Road. One of the dogs nipped the
gentleman, but he woman was unhurt, just shaken up. The attack was
unprovoked. The next day, the Myrick’s purchased and installed an 8’ x 20’ chain
link enclosure for both dogs, and are using it daily. While they are at work the
dogs are kept in the house. Wayne received an additional complaint from a
gentleman walking Field Days Rd at the end of May. He said one dog from the
Myrick property attacked him and left a large bruise on his thigh. Again the attack
was unprovoked. Nancy said after the first visit from Wayne, they also installed
surveillance cameras. She and her family have reviewed footage from May 29,
2020 as well as the day before and after, and it doesn’t show the dogs out on the
front lawn or leaving their property. They are concerned about the allegation,
when the cameras don't show anything. Wayne suggested holding a dog meeting
in the Town Hall (because of COVID). Invite all the parties who made complaints.
There are 3 different instances involving the Myrick’s dogs, and nothing is getting
resolved.

The Board is pleased with the Myricks purchase of the dog enclosure; they asked
she forward the video surveillance to Pam Kingman so she and Wayne can
review it. The Board does not want to hear in a few weeks that the Myrick’s dogs
are out and attacking people. The Board also suggested Wayne contact the
parties who made complaints suggest they to try and take a photos of the dogs if
happens again. Wayne said he has concerns, if there is a more serious attack
and a lawyer finds out the Town already knew about the previous attacks; it could
cost the Town a lot of money. Wayne asked Nancy if she would install a camera
facing the kennel to show they are using it; Nancy agreed. Taborri Bruhl made a
motion to hold off on fines until Wayne has had a chance to look at the
surveillance video; keep the dogs confined and have Wayne talk to the parties
who complained. Motion seconded by Kathy Barrett. Vote by roll call 4 yes /0 no

BID OPENINGS:

1. Town Garage / Fire Dept. heating system: One bid received from Champlain
Valley Plumbing and Heating for a Total of $29,039.00. They quoted us a price in
January 2020 for $19,300.00. The latest quote has an additional furnace, as well
as a Rinnai Space heater for the Fire Station meeting room. Monies to pay for
this will include the $7k left over from VT Gas, and there is the donation from
Andrew Johnson still available. The Board asked Aaron to call Champlain Valley
Plumbing & Heating to find out why they added the additional furnace and space
heater. He will also inquire about rebates from Efficiency Vermont, or even from
VT Gas.



2. Town Hall Dehumidification System: No bids received. Aaron said he thought
for sure two out of the three companies that looked at the job site would bid on it.
They include Champlain Valley Plumbing & Heating, Chucks Heating & Air
Conditioning and Climate Solutions. Ryan’s also toured the Town Hall too, but
decided against bidding on the project. Due to high humidity last week, Aaron
rented a large dehumidifier from Taylor Rental and installed it in the cafeteria. He
was getting numerous notifications from the humidity alarm going off. Instead of
getting constant phone calls, he shut the system off, and monitored it physically.
The levels have been low since he installed the dehumidifier, and he is keeping a
log of the humidity levels. Aaron will reach out to these companies and ask them
to consider bidding on the project. This will be on the agenda for July 7, 2020.

3. Town Hall roof & gutters: No bids were received. However, White Oak
Construction came and looked at the jobsite last Friday. They intimated to Aaron
they may not have enough time to put a bid together by the due date. Aaron will
reach out to White Oak and ask them for bid. This will be on the agenda for July
7, 2020. Aaron said he will look into ADA grants for the entrance to the lift. He
also got a quote from a Tech designer for the entrance, in the amount of $75.00;
this would be covered under the ADA grant.

4. Geothermal Pumps in Town Office: Quote from Chucks Heating and Air
Conditioning to replace the water seal in pump 2: Total for pump 2 = $884.00
and to replace water seals in both pumps: Total for both - $1,352.00. They
recommend doing both pumps simultaneously while the system is down.

The Board thought the amounts were quite high, and suggested Aaron call local
firms to see if they could replace the water seals. |t was also suggested that
Aaron find out the cost of a new pump.

TOWN ADMINISTRATORS REPORT:
1. COVID-19 Response:

e The Town Office has experience a slight increase in people
coming into the office: Title searchers, dog licenses, etc. We are
doing fine on cleaning and safety supplies.

e Zoning has been relatively quiet; most applications have been for
sheds.

e There are no pending applications for the DRB

e The PC did not have a quorum at their last meeting. The PC feels
they want to wait to introduce new zoning regulations until
meetings can be held in person. The Board asked if they will be
ready by the time we are able to meet in person? Aaron said they
are just cleaning up some language. They have combined the
zoning regs with the subdivision regs to create one document.



The Board asked where the PC stands on revisions to the Town
Plan, It was last updated in 2017, and there have been no
revisions from the PC since then; the Board doesn't want to get
behind like last time.

2. Road Update:

e The cross culvert replacement on Plank Road was completed today.
Chris LaPete did a nice job along with the road crews help. Pike
Industries will pave it once they have completed paving Route 17.

e Chris LaPete will be doing the ditching on Halpin Road and Bruce
Many will do the culvert replacements on Pearson, and then do the
ditching on Hunt Road.

e The road crew installed a new stop sign at the intersection of Sargent
Cross Road and South St.

e Portable Generator: The road crew took the generator to the shop for
maintenance. They replaced the battery in the main unit. The fuel was
drained and replaced with diesel conditioners. The crew purchased
extra air, fuel and oil filters to have on hand. They also gave it a new
coat of paint. The Board discussed the generator, and discussed what
is in the contract with Taylor Rental. Pam Kingman asked Jim Walsh
for a copy of the contract, because the Town Office does not have a
current one.

ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA:
1. Resolution from Vermont League of Cities and Towns: Kathy Barrett
made a motion to approve the Resolution for Vermont Local Officials to help with
support throughout the State in light of the COVID Pandemic. Motion seconded
by Taborri Bruhl. Vote by roll call 3 yes / 0 no (Taborri Bruhl lost his meeting
connection)

AUTHORIZATIONS:

1. Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 6/6/20, in
the amount of $3,963.87, seconded by Steve Dupoise. Vote by roll call 3 yes /0
no

2. Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 6/13/20, in
the amount of $4,000.13, seconded by Jim Walsh. Vote by roll call 3 yes / 0 no

3. Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve the pay orders for the week ending
6/16/20, in the amount of $42,115.29, seconded by Steve Dupoise. Vote by roll
call 4 yes / 0 no (Taborri Bruhl was able to log back on) Jim Walsh asked why
there is a charge from East View Electric for two electricians to change light
bulbs in the Library. He suggested from now on we consider removing the old



outdated T-8 bulbs and ballasts and start installing new LED bulbs, which will
save us money.

4. Consultant Brian Fogg will be providing additional testimony on VELCO, Steve
Dupoise wanted the rest of the Board to be aware of additional cost of up to
$3,000 related to his testimony.

5. Dog Warrant: Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve the Dog Warrant as
written, seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote by roll call 4 yes / 0 no
Kathy Barrett made a motion to have Dog Warden, Wayne Marcelle issue
citations to those who licensed their dogs last year or have expired rabies
certificates for their dog(s), they will incur additional fees. Motion seconded by
Steve Dupoise. Vote taken by roll call 4 yes / 0 no

6. Tax Sales / Delinquent Tax Collector / Authorize Treasurer to bid for the
Town: Kathy Barrett made a motion to authorize the Delinquent Tax Collector to
hire an attorney of her choice to assist in Tax Sales. Motion seconded by Taborri
Bruhl/ Vote by roll call 4 yes / 0 no
Kathy Barrett made a motion to authorize the Town Treasurer to bid on any
properties no one else bids on during Tax Sales. Motion seconded by Taborri
Bruhl. Vote by roll call 4 yes / 0 no

7. Review for Town Administrator, Aaron Brown: Aaron will have worked for the
town for one year on July 9, 2020; and is up for his review. He is currently
working on his self-evaluation. Steve Dupoise made a motion to have one or two
members of the Planning Commission, and two Selectboard members make up a
sub-committee to do Aaron Browns review. Taborri and Kathy volunteered from
the Selectboard, and Kathy will also serve as the DRB member. Kathy and
Taborri will solicit the PC member and set up a time to meet and report back to
the Selectboard by the July 7, 2020 meeting. Motion seconded by Taborri Bruhl 4
yes /0 no

8. Problem Dogs: Munger St. — Steve Dupoise will call Cindy Hill about this.

9. Letter of Support for Broadband Innovation Grant ACRPC: Steve Dupoise
made a motion to adopt the Letter of Support for the Broadband Innovation Grant
requested by Addison County Regional Planning Commission. Authorizing Aaron
Brown to sign on behalf of the Selectboard. Motion seconded by Taborri Bruhl.
Vote by roll call 4 yes / 0 no Jim Walsh, who has worked on this for a long time
will include a letter with information, history and support for the grant request.

10.Driveway Access on Dog Team Road: Taborri Bruhl stopped in at the New's
and toured the property with Jeffrey New. Taborri said the only thing at the top of
the “driveway” is a garden and a couple of sheds. The Board talked about the
Road Foreman’s concerns about water runoff and site line, the denied access
permit, the letter from the Selectboard stating they do not recognize this as a
driveway and the Demand Letter from our Town Attorney. Taborri asked to



review all of the correspondence with the News; Pam Kingman will forward all of
it. There are concerns about safety, as well as site line. The Board will discuss
again on July 7, 2020.

11. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the minutes from 6/2/20, seconded by
Kathy Barrett. Vote by roll call 4 yes / 0 no

MISC. CORRESPONDENCE:
1. Sheriff's Activity Logs

**Adjourn regular meeting at 9:00 pm**

Taborri Bruhl made a motion to find that premature general public knowledge of the
town’s negotiation with a solar developer would clearly put the Selectboard at a
substantial disadvantage, because the Selectboard risks disclosing its negotiation
strategy if it discusses the proposed negotiation in public. Motion seconded by Kathy
Barrett. Vote by roll call 4 yes / 0 no

Taborri Bruhl made a motion to go into executive session at 9:03 pm to discuss the
town’s negotiation with a solar developer under the provisions of Title 1, Section
313(a)(1)(A) of the Vermont Statutes. Motion seconded by Steve Dupoise. Vote by roll
call 4 yes /0 no

Taborri Bruhl made a motion to come out of executive session at 9:37 pm, seconded by
Jim Walsh. Vote by roll call 4 yes / 0 no **No Action taken

Adjourn: 9:38 pm
Respectfully submitted:
Pam Kingman
Approved on )|
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