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Town of New Haven Special Selectboard Meeting
7:00 pm

Tuesday, March 12, 2019
Town Offices

Selectboard: Chair, Steve Dupoise (via SKYPE), Vice Chair, Kathy Barrett, Taborri
Bruhl, John Roleau, Jim Walsh, Treasurer, Barb Torian and Clerk, Pam Kingman

Visitors: Rob Litch, Danielle Cummings, Deputy Sheriff, Brent Newton and Bev Landon

Pam Kingman opened the meeting at 7:00, asking for nominations for a Selectboard
Chair for 2019.

Election of Officers:
Kathy Barrett nominated Steve Dupoise as Chair for 2019, seconded by Taborri Bruhl
Vote taken by roll call 4 yes / 1 abstention (Dupoise)

Steve Dupoise nominated Kathy Barrett as Vice Chair for 2019, seconded by Taborri
Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

Designate local posting sites:
Kathy Barrett made a motion to keep the local posting sites the same: Town Office,
Village Green Market, Post Office and the website. Motion seconded by Taborri Bruhl
Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

Choose Local newspaper:
Kathy Barrett made a motion to continue using the Addison Independent as the local
paper for posting legal notices. Motion seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call
5 yes / 0 no

Meeting schedule:
Steve Dupoise made a motion to keep the meeting schedule as the first and third
Tuesdays of every month, unless otherwise posted. Motion seconded by Kathy Barrett
Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

Appointments:
• Kathy Barrett made a motion to appoint Tim Bouton, Don Johnston and

George Crane as Fence Viewers. Karen Gallott as the Inspector of
Lumber, Shingles & Wood and Weigher of Coal. Adam Becker as
Tree Warden and Harold Tricou as Assistant Tree Warden; each for
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a 1 year term, expiring March 2020. Motion seconded by Taborri Bruhl
Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

• Taborri Bruhl made a motion to appoint Wayne Marcelle as the Dog
Warden for a 1 year term, expiring March 2020. Motion seconded by
Kathy Barrett. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

• Kathy Barrett made a motion to authorize the Treasurer to expend
monies prior to written approval of a signed pay order, said pay order
to be signed after the fact with corrections being made if necessary; for
the following: Postage related / payroll related payments / ACH
transactions for payroll. The Addison Independent as local newspaper.
The road crew authorized to expend up to $500 without prior approval.
The Road Commissioner authorized to expend up to $2,000 without
prior approval. Motion seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll
call 5 yes / 0 no

• Taborri Bruhl made a motion to assign Steve Dupoise and Jim Walsh
to act as point persons for Anbaric (VGL) and VELCO. Kathy Barrett
and Taborri Bruhl for Solar. John Roleau for Lee and Jipner matters.
Taborri Bruhl and John Roleau for Town Hall issues and Jim Walsh for
Vermont Gas. Each for a 1 year term, expiring March 2020. Motion
seconded by Kathy Barrett. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

• Steve Dupoise made a motion to appoint John Roleau as the Road
Commissioner for a 1 year term, expiring March 2020. Motion
seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

• Kathy Barrett made a motion to appoint Pam Kingman as the
Selectboard Assistant and the Keeper of Records for a 1 year term,
expiring March 2020. Motion seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by
roll call 5 yes / 0 no

• Discussed the Constable position; Paul Meacham has shown interest
in the position. Wayne Marcelle has done it for many years.

**Adjustments to the Agenda: Joint meeting between the Selectboard, DRB and PC
about zoning changes / Gravel Pit / Personnel Policy / zoning bylaw changes

Rob Litch came to talk to the Selectboard about the easement the town is pursuing
between the Palmers’ property and the Town Shed property. Steve Dupoise said the
Palmers’ were approached again with a proposal and a survey through Town Attorney,
Cindy Hill. She met with Palmers’ attorney, Eben Punderson. Steve understood Cindy is
waiting to hear back from Eben.
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Kathy Barrett gave some background on the ZBA approval of a variance for the
sand/slat shed. It was supposed to be followed up with a site plan from the Planning
Commission, but we have not found evidence of that occurring in the records.
Rob asked what the town wants the easement for.
Steve Dupoise said the easement is for the town can drive up behind the building. Rob
said he would like to negotiate this without attorneys. The Palmers want an unrestricted
easement from the town. Steve said Rob is not the owner of the property; he needs to
get permission from the Palmers’ to negotiate.
Kathy Barrett made a motion to appoint Steve Dupoise as the point person for the
Palmer R.O.W. easements. Motion seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call 5
yes / 0 no
Discussed the debris pile that needs to be removed by the road crew. The cars from
Fire Dept, trainings have all been removed. Rob is still insisting on an unrestricted
easement for Palmers’. Steve will call John Palmer tomorrow to discuss the matter. This
matter will be on the agenda for the April 16, 2019 meeting.

ROAD REPORT:
1. Grant update: Danielle Cummings gave the Board an update on the Class 2

Road grants she has been working on for Dog Team Road and River Road.
Kathy Barrett made a motion to authorize Danielle Cummings to submit the two
Class 2 Road grants as edited, with deep appreciation. Motion seconded by
Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

2. Danielle Cummings said she recently heard from ACRPC in regards to training
for the Road Inventory. She and Road Foreman, Tim Rich have been working on
Fridays to count culverts, this is in preparation for training on the tablet they will
receive from ACRPC to enter all the data they collected. She added they are
hoping to complete this by summertime. The Board thanked Danielle. Danielle
mentioned to John Roleau about getting the paving bids out soon.

3. Legal road posting vote by Selectboard - Jim Walsh said there is a form / letter
the Board should be signing off on each year when posting the roads. This will be
on next week’s agenda.

VISITORS BUSNESS:
1. Sheriff, Brent Newton came in place of Sheriff Peter Newton who is home sick.

Brent said he is in charge of patrols, and they are working on making some
changes, with the emphasis on patrolling town roads. They have recruited new
sheriffs, ones with better training. Brent mentioned there will be a rate change in
the next contract from $27.00 per hour to $28.50 per hour. Taborri Bruhl said
most of the complaints are for speeding. Discuss not patrolling too much on
Route 7 and concentrating on back roads in Town.
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Brent Newton also mentioned they offer to do speed studies for a fee of $250.00.
The Sheriff’s Dept, has recently purchased the equipment to perform traffic
studies. It does not weigh the vehicle, but it can measure the length. John Roleau
said he and Brent had discussed speed / radar signs. Brent said there are grants
for them, but not for individual towns. He suggested trying to get a county wide
grant, and purchase 20 of them. He mentioned the Town of Lincoln just
purchased one for $1,500 - $3,000.; which can be monitored remotely. The Board
thanked Brent for coming.

2. Bev Landon has two Town Meeting issues she would like to discuss. ( Bev did
not attend Town Meeting, but has listened to the audio recording) The first is in
regards to the Village Gun Ordinance and Kathy Barrett’s information regarding
said Ordinance. Bev gave a history of how it came about. Fred Reed, who was
married to Fern Sherman liked to drink and shoot guns. Unfortunately their house
was right in the village on Main St. and there were concerns for people’s safety.
Mary Marsh in particular was concerned for Ferns welfare, and enacted a Gun
Ordinance which prohibits shooting within one half mile of the village green. Said
Ordinance is dated March 1976. Bev requested a public apology from Kathy
Barrett, as Bev said Kathy accused her of forging Kathy’s fathers’ signature on
the Ordinance. Kathy responded telling Bev she never accused Bev of forging
the signature. In fact, Kathy said at Town Meeting that it was not her father’s
signature on the Ordinance. Taborri Bruhl agreed with Kathy, that she did not say
anything about forging the name. Bev said she would let it go.
Bev’s other concern from Town Meeting was the mention of the Shooting range
on her property. The shooting range was started by her husband in the 80’s. The
range is used by permission only from her. It is situated in a useless gully, the
road leading to it is on her property as well. In 1993 improvements were needed
for the backstop, the State of Vermont contributed to fixing the backstop. Many
times the Vermont State Police use the range for qualifications. Every fall there is
a 3 day school held on the range with a Quantico instructor, FBI personnel as
well as Police. She wished Kathi Apgar had just approached her instead of
bringing it up at Town Meeting. Pam Kingman said Kathi probably would have,
but she and several others can hear the shooting but had no idea where it was
coming from. Bev said she will curtail any more shooting on Sunday mornings
during Church services.

NEW BUSINESS:
1. The Selectboard acknowledges the letter from Richard Saudek: Richard is

leaving the firm of Diamond & Robinson for semi- retirement. Richard has agreed
to continue to stay on with the town as needed.

2. Office fees - defer
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3. Current Town Office interest rate - It is a municipal bond; you cannot get a better
interest rate on a bond or pay off early.

TOWN OFFICES:
1. Town Hall Applications: 1) Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve the

application Shawn and Laura Goodfellow they would like to use the gym for their
son’s birthday party on March 9, 2019 from 9am- noon. Estimated attendance is
20. (This application was previously approved by the Selectboard). Fee and
deposit received. Motion seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes
/ 0 no
2) Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the application by Sandra Lee for the
Addison United Soccer Club to hold soccer practice in the gym on Mondays and
Wednesdays between 5:30 - 7:30 pm. Estimated attendance 20 - 30. Fee
waived, deposit received. Motion seconded by Kathy Barrett. Vote taken by roll
call. 5 yes / 0 no

ONGOING:
1. Air exchanger / dehumidifier for Town Hall - Taborri Bruhl has stopped and

talked with New England Air Systems while they were cleaning the air ducts in
Town Hall. He spoke to them about installing an air exchanger and or
dehumidifier in the Town Hall. It was suggested Taborri contact Jason at NE Air
Systems to get advice, estimate and a quote. Jim Walsh mentioned the list of
contacts if there is an issue in Town Hall.

2. Town Hall emergency lighting: Jim Walsh has gotten a quote for the emergency
lights in Town hall from Perkins Electric. John Roleau made a motion to have Jim
Walsh order new emergency lights for Town Hall from Perkins Electric. Motion
seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call. 5 yes / 0 no

3. Street light billing: Jim Walsh rode around with a rep from GMP to look at every
streetlight in New Haven. He got a list of every light we are getting charged for,
and noticed we have been overbilled. He was able to secure a credit from GMP
for approximately $1600. In addition to the rebates, the street light cost will drop
approximately $1400 per year from now on.

4. J. Madden has filed suit in Supreme Court regarding the Gas Furnaces in the
Town Hall. Kathy Barrett made a motion to authorize the Treasurer to pay for the
John Madden fee for Supreme Court filing. Motion seconded by Taborri Bruhl
Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

ADJUSTMENTS TO AGENDA:
1. Steve Dupoise would like to hold a joint meeting between the Planning

Commission, Development Review Board, Selectboard and Town Attorney Cindy
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Hill. To look over the new zoning change proposal.
Kathy Barrett asked for permission to forward Attorney, Cindy Hills’ client /
attorney privilege in regards to zoning changes to the PC and DRB. Motion
seconded by Steve Dupoise. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no
The PC indicated that they would look at it at their April 8th meeting.

2. Town Gravel Pit: Don Johnston forwarded an update to the Selectboard as well
as a proposal for land surveying services. He proposes to survey the Town
Gravel Pit in Bristol, Holden Lot (Higbees pond), Oullette lot on the south side of
Plank road adjoining the railroad ROW and the Sumner Dugway lot on River
Road just south of Halpin Road. The scope of services to be completed for an
estimated fee of $5,000, inclusive all expenses. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to
approve Don Johnston’s proposal, minus the estimation of volume of material in
the gravel pit. Motion seconded by Kathy Barrett. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0
no

3. Jim Walsh presented the proposal from Waite-Heindal Environmental
Management which included all communications for the past 3 months and a
letter of engagement. The proposal was not to exceed $4000 to prepare a gravel
resource review of the New Haven gravel pit. This firm has done work for Bristol,
Ferrisburgh and the Kilborne pit so they have a data base to work from that will
be beneficial to New Haven. It was felt by John and Taborri that there is a need
to have this gravel pit resource review done by this group. With that the board will
have Don Johnson do the survey and Jim will see how much the Waite Heindel
group will lower their price if they do not do the survey, and report back next
meeting.

MINUTES:
1. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the minutes from 2/19/19, seconded by

Kathy Barrett. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

FINANCIAL:
1. Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 2/23/19, in

the amount of $4,578.10, seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes
/ 0 no

2. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 2/25/19, in
the amount of $5,901.21, seconded by Kathy Barrett. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes
/ 0 no

3. Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 3/2/19, in
the amount of $4,782.37, seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes
/ 0 no
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4. Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 3/9/19, in
the amount of $4,295.23, seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call 5yes
/ 0 no

5. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the pay orders for the week ending
3/4/19, in the amount of $35,236.11, seconded by Kathy Barrett. Vote taken by
roll call 5 yes / 0 no

6. Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve the pay orders for the week ending
3/12/19, In the amount of $29,931.99, seconded by John Roleau. Vote taken by
roll call 5 yes / 0 no

7. Budget status report / Bank Statements

OTHER:
Kathy Barrett addressed some of Jim Walsh’s questions and concerns regarding
Attorney Hill’s proposed zoning changes. Jim Walsh was concerned that the
proposal would lead to a “land grab” because of the depth of the lots. Kathy
Barrett explained that the current zoning means that a 2 acre parcel with 200’ of
road frontage would only be able to develop within a 75’wide strip to meet front
and rear setbacks. With 200’ of road frontage a parcel would have to have a
depth greater than 200’ but the area beyond the 200’ mark would be in the RA-10
Zoning District and development would have to comply with the RA-10 Zoning
District. If the parcel was only 2 acres, there could not be any building beyond
the 200’ because the remaining land is in the RA-10 but does not have 10 acres.
The changes will be discussed in more detail after the DRB and PC have an
opportunity to look it over and make suggestions, and at the joint meeting.

MISC. CORRESPONDENCE:

Adjourn: 9:02 pm
Respectfully submitted:
Pam Kingman
Approved on

Chair, Steve Dupoise Vice Chair, Kathy Barrett
A; t

JimWalsh
L V

VTaborri Bruhl John Role
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