Town of New Haven Special Selectboard Meeting
7:00 pm
Tuesday, March 24, 2020
Town Offices

** This meeting was held via GoToMeeting **

Selectboard: Chair, Steve Dupoise, Vice Chair, Kathy Barrett, Taborri Bruhl and John
Roleau

Town Administrator / ZA: Aaron Brown

Selectboard Assistant: Pam Kingman

Treasurer: Danielle Cummings

Absent: Jim Walsh
Visitors: Robert Clark and Jay Best, Jr.

VISITORS BUSNESS:

1. Robert Clark from Otter Creek Engineering Re: Beaver Creek Culverts. After
review of all the bids, Otter Creek Engineering recommends the Selectboard
award this bid to J. Hutchins, Inc. including the alternates to remove the berm
and to replace the dry hydrant. Otter Creek has worked with J. Hutchins on past
projects, and overall has been satisfied with their perfformance. There were 3
bidders: Champlain Construction, J. Hutchins, Inc. and Engineers Construction,
all bids were close to each other. J. Hutchins was the lowest bidder. The board
discussed going with Champlain Construction to “keep it local”, but it is a matter
of spending approximately $15k more; and they didn’t feel they could justify it.
Robert Clark said he included in the bid the removal of the berm and
replacement of the existing dry hydrant. Kathy Barrett suggested asking Dean
Gilmore about the dry hydrant replacement, as there are grants available for this,
the board agreed. The Board also discussed not removing the berm from the
middle of the river, it would help the flow of water once removed, and we have
permission from the State to work within the waterway. Also discussed the use of
town trucks during removal of the gravel and berm. This can be discussed at a
later date with the contractor. The timeline was also discussed, it is hoped the
project could start in June and finish up in September; this too is another
discussion with the contractor. John Roleau made a motion to award the Beaver
Creek Culvert project to J. Hutchins, Inc., to include the side bids, amount not to



exceed $495,500.00. Motion seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call 4
yes /0 no The Board thanked Robert

ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA:

1. Steve Dupoise, Jim Walsh, Town Attorney Cindy Hill and VELCO Consultant,
Dick Saudek met yesterday to discuss VELCO. Steve Dupoise is proposing
contracting with Brian Fogg as an appraiser to work with the Selectboard on the
VELCO project. Steve Dupoise made a motion to approve the consulting
Contract with Brian Fogg, LLC for tax purposes re: VELCO, amount not to
exceed $4,725. Motion seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call 4 yes /

0 no

TOWN ADMINISTRATORS REPORT: Aaron thanked everyone for attending remotely.
1. COVID-19 Response:

Town Office closed to the public, no changes as yet to the open
meeting law, so all meetings are open to the public.

State Directive to stay in place Effective Wednesday, March 25, 2020
@ 5:00 pm

All town staff will try to work remotely

Road Crew still working, looking for new guidance from the State. This
was discussed at length, the Federal package will reimburse up to 80
hours. Aaron will discuss the matter with Road Foreman, Tim Rich
tomorrow morning. Danielle Cummings asked for clarification on how to
pay the Road Crew under the circumstances. The Board doesn’t want
any of them to work if they are sick. There is no clarity if they fall under
the Governors Order. The Selectboard agreed to pay the Road Crew
for their 40 hours under the circumstances, having them keep work
logs in order to get reimbursed from Feds.

School bus drivers delivering breakfast and lunch to kids 18 and under
in town throughout the District.

Kim Callahan is working with Addison County Mutual Aid Group
organizing volunteers, and putting together an insert for the April
Newsletter.

2. Road Update: Danielle and Aaron met with FEMA today to review the
preliminary damage reports for the October 31, 2019 storm. This will cover
damage on Class 3 roads, and the federal highway administration covers Class
2. We will receive $20k for grading on Belden and Halpin Roads, culvert work on
Belden, wash outs on Quarry and Twitchell Hill Roads. We may get



reimbursement for the pavement on Quaker Village Road as well, pending
approval from a FEMA supervisor.
3. Town Buildings: No updates

AUTHORIZATIONS:

1. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 3/14/20, in
the amount of $3,763.36, seconded by Kathy Barrett Vote taken by roll call 4 yes
/0 no

2. Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 3/21/20, in
the amount of $4,222.83, seconded by John Roleau Vote taken by roll call 4 yes
/0 no

3. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the pay orders for the week ending
3/23/20, in the amount of $45,250.14, seconded by Kathy Barrett Vote taken by
roll call 4 yes / 0 no

4. John Roleau made a motion to approve the following Driveway Access Permits:
1) Jessica and Kevin Breault at Lime Kiln and Quarry Roads. 2) Tony Jackson at
1113 South St. and 3) Matthew Sweeney at 716 Hunt Road. Motion seconded by
Taborri Bruhl Vote taken by roll call 4 yes / 0 no

5. Steve Dupoise made a motion to approve the Route 17 / East Street / Sawyer
Road Maintenance Agreement with VTRANS. VTRANS will install the culverts on
East St. and the Town agrees to maintain them. Motion seconded by Taborri
Bruhl Vote taken by roll call 4 yes / 0 no

6. John Roleau made a motion to approve the 2020 Local Emergency Management
Plan (LEMP). Motion seconded by Kathy Barrett Vote taken by roll call 4 yes / 0
no

7. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the Homeward Bound contract, Option 2
for 2020. Motion seconded by John Roleau Vote taken by roll call 4 yes / 0 no

8. Roadside mowing — Discuss putting this out to bid again. The Board agreed to
put the same bid out as last year.

9. Liquor Licenses — None at this time

10. Town Hall Applications — None at this time

11. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the minutes from 3/10/20, seconded by
Kathy Barrett Vote taken by roll call 4 yes /0 no

12. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the Town Meeting minutes, seconded by
Kathy Barrett 3 yes / 1 abstention (Dupoise)

13.Kathy Barrett made a motion to delay dog licensing and waive the late fees on
dog licenses until May 1, 2020. Motion seconded by Taborri Bruhl. 4 yes / 0 no



Adjourn: 8:26 pm
Respectfully submitted:
Pam Kingman

Approved on April 7, 2020
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