Town of New Haven
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
New Haven Town Office
Monday, May 13, 2024
Meeting Minutes

[Approved by unanimous voice vote at July 8, 2024 PC meeting.]
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Planning Commission (PC) Members Present: Co-chairs Kathy Cahill and Rob Litch, Benj
11  Putnam, Maggie Eaton (in person), Bev Landon (remote).

12

13  ABSENT: Megan Ooms

15  Staff Present:

16  Peggy Connor, Zoning Administrator & Minutes
17

18  Visitors Present:

}8 Kathy Barrett (8:15 arrival)

21 I. Call to Order:
% Kathy Cahill called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.

24 1. Adjustments to Agenda

25 None.
26

27 2. Visitors’ Business

28  None.

29

30 II. Continue Work on Town Plan Update:

31

32 » Review Proposed Language for Introduction and Policies and Goals (pp. 4-14)*
33

34  Kathy Cahill provided a re-write of the draft language reviewed at the Planning Commission’s
35  April meeting, to include “Purpose of the Plan,” “Introduction,” and “Overarching Goals, Policies
36 and Recommendations.” PC members agreed to the following changes:

37

38 » Add “Purpose of the Town Plan” before “Introduction” (p. 4) to read as follows:

39

40  “The Town Plan is a visionary document for all aspects of what the Town would like to see

41 happen over the next 8 years, and serves as a reference for all planning and zoning decisions.
42  Once adopted, the Town Plan will be used to guide:

43

44 o the Selectboard as it prepares the Town’s annual budget, and its 5-year capital plan;
45 e the Town’s Planning Commission as it revises the Town’s Zoning and Subdivision

46 Regulations;

47 ¢ the Town’s Development Review Board (DRB) as it reviews new development

48 proposals;

49 e the Town’s Conservation Commission as it identifies important natural resources;

50 o the State of Vermont and Regional Planning Commission in determining New Haven’s
51 eligibility for state grants and project funding;

52 e State regulatory proceedings: Act 250 requires development projects to conform to the
53 Town Plan, and utility and road projects under Section 248 also consider goals of the
54 Town Plan.

55

56  “Over-arching Goals & Policies” (to replace “Policies and Goals” on pp. 8-13), and to read as
57  follows:
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Town of New Haven
Planning Commission Meeting
May 13, 2024

“‘New Haven'’s sense of place and community is both our strongest link to our past and the
foundation of our future. In order to meet the challenges that the Town faces and to create a
vibrant and sustainable future consistent with regional objectives, this Plan proposes the
following over-arching goals and policies that are expanded upon in subsequent chapters.

Support the preservation of New Haven’s agricultural heritage.

Protect and preserve New Haven'’s natural resources and wildlife habitats.
Maintain the rural and agricultural scenic character of New Haven.
Encourage density housing to improve affordability for New Haven residents.
Promote New Haven'’s sense of community and civic institutions.”

[Energy Goal to be drafted by Maggie.]
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+» “Over-arching Recommendations” will be made part of each section within the Plan”:

» Decision on Including/Updating Existing Maps/Tables*
PC reviewed the maps and tables in the current Town Plan, and agreed to:

Update Figure 1. (p. 17) Age Distribution of People

Delete Figure 2. (p. 17) Population 15 years and over

Update Figure 3. (p. 18) Types of Households

Update Figure 4. (p. 19) Demographic Profile

Delete Figure 5. (p. 21) Geographic Mobility of Residents

Update Figure 6. (p. 22) Educational Attainment

Update Figure 7. (p. 22) Housing Characteristics

Update Figure 8. (p. 27) Agricultural Soils Map

Delete Figure 9. (p. 28) Classes of Workers (included in Intro. summary)
Update Figure 10 (p. 29) Employment % by Industry

Delete Figure 11 (p. 30) Median Earnings for Full-Time Year-Round Workers by Sex

NEXT STEPS:

% Review proposed language for “Introduction” (p. 4)

» Review proposed language for “Geography and History” (pp.5-7)

» Review proposed language for “Population” (renamed from “Population and
Housing”) pp.14-23)

+« Continue review of maps/tables to determine inclusion, beginning on page 31
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lll. Approve PC Meeting Minutes for April 15, 2024
Benj Putnam moved to approve PC meeting minutes for April 15, 2024; Rob Litch seconded.
Motion passed unanimously 5-0 (K. Cahill, R. Litch, B. Landon, B. Putnam, M. Eaton).

IV. Adjourn
Maggie Eaton moved to adjourn; Rob Litch seconded. Motion passed unanimously 5-0 (K.
Cahill, R. Litch, B. Landon, B. Putnam, M. Eaton).
Meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.

The Planning Commission will hold its next meeting on Monday, June 10" at 7:00 p.m. at the
Town Offices.

Respectfully submitted,
Peggy Connor, Zoning Administrator



