Town of New Haven Selectboard Meeting
6:45 pm Executive Session
7:00 pm Regular Meeting
Tuesday, May 19, 2020
Town Offices

** Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, this meeting was held via GoToMeeting**

Selectboard: Chair, Steve Dupoise, Vice Chair, Kathy Barrett, Taborri Bruhl, John
Roleau and Jim Walsh

Town Administrator / ZA: Aaron Brown

Selectboard Assistant: Pam Kingman

Taborri Bruhl made a motion to find that premature general public knowledge of the
Town’s negotiation with VELCO would clearly put the Selectboard at a substantial
disadvantage, because the Selectboard risks disclosing its negotiation strategy if it
discussed the proposed negotiation in public. Motion seconded by Steve Dupoise Vote

by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

Taborri Bruhl made a motion to go into executive session at 6:46 pm to discuss the
Town’s negotiation with VELCO, under provisions of Title 1, Section 313(a)(1)(A) of the
Vermont Statutes. Motion seconded by John Roleau. Vote by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

John Roleau made a motion to come out of executive session at 7:05 pm, seconded by
Kathy Barrett. Vote by roll call 5 yes / 0 no *No Action taken

Steve Dupoise opened the regular meeting at 7:13 pm
Visitors: Dean Gilmore and Lister, Jay Best, Jr.
ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA: Sneeze Guard / Emails from Danielie

VISITORS BUSNESS:

1. NHFD, Dean Gilmore - The New Haven Fire Department would like to go
through the Town to purchase a new chassis to replace the one on the brush
truck. By going through the Town, the Fire Dept. can save up to $10 -$12k. They
have chosen a no frills 1 ton GMC, with a gas engine and a 4 door double cab.
This will allow more Firefighters to travel in one vehicle to a scene. The total for



the new chassis is approximately $36 - $37k; the Fire Dept. has approximately
$40k in the truck fund, so they will not need any funds from the Town’s Fire
Equipment Fund. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to authorize the New Haven Fire
Department to purchase the new chassis through the Town. Motion seconded by
John Roleau. Vote by roli call 5 yes / 0 no

2. Dean Gilmore — Asked about when the bids for the furnace replacement in the
Town garage / Fire Dept. will go out. The bids will be in this week’s paper. Dean
also asked if the Fire Dept. could use the Town Hall to distribute the takeout food
for their July Chicken BBQ. Due to COVID-19, the Fire Dept. couid not hold their
last pancake breakfast and with Field Days now cancelled, they still need a way
to raise money. Dean will fill out a Town Hall Application, and turn it in.

3. Lister, Jay Best, Jr. — Spencer Potter and Jay have been working on Tuesdays,
they are up to date on permits. There is only one property change, Homestead
Declarations are complete. The State is behind again on Current Use, the Listers
have reached out to the State with no response. At this point, the Listers have
done all they can. The Grand List is due June 2; however they are hesitant to file
it. Due to COVID-19 deadlines for homestead declarations have been pushed
back to July 15. If they file now, there could be many changes. Property
Valuation and Review has offered an extension for filing which the Listers would
like to consider, with the Selectboard’s approval. By using the extension, the
Grand List could be filed a little later and there will be less changes / revisions for
the Treasurer when it comes to the tax bills. Also discussed when grievance
letters should go out, and when to hold grievances. Jay said they may hold off
until August. Also discussed is the fact that we don’t know when the State will set
the education tax rate, and the Selectboard can't set the municipal rate without
that information. The Board agreed they can file for the extension, knowing they
can file early. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to have the Listers file an extension
for the Grand List. Motion seconded by John Roleau. Vote by roll call 5 yes / 0 no
Jay also wanted the Selectboard to know that when it comes time for grievances,
they are hoping to do them in person and may use the Town Hall in order to
adhere to social distancing. He also just found out that every grievance hearing is
open to the public. The Board thanked the Listers, and said they appreciate all
they have done.

ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA:

1. Jim Walsh — Asked if there will be no Assistant Zoning Administrator while
Danielle Cummings is on Maternity Leave. ZA, Aaron Brown said he is not
worried about it, through this pandemic, Danielle has more than proved she can
successfully work from home. Jim also inquired about the paving grant for North
Street. Aaron said we will not put it out to bid unless we receive grant money.



2. Sneeze Guard for the counter in Town Office — Pam Kingman got a quote
from Desabrais Glass for a 3' x 5’ — 1/8” thick Plexiglas. Total cost $114.00.
Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the purchase of the sneeze guard from
Desabrais for $114.00, seconded by Kathy Barrett. Vote by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

TOWN ADMINISTRATORS REPORT:
1. Update on Federal Reimbursement for Halloween flooding —
e River Road - $29k, we are getting credit for using our own equipment
e FEMA is processing reimbursement for Beldon Falls Rd / Halpin Rd and
Plank Road — will receive a little under $10 total for all 3.
e Quaker Village Road — reimbursement for paving - $30k.
e Total Federal reimbursement - $70k for the 2019 Halloween Flood.

2. COVID-19 Response — It was announced today that municipalities can now
have up to 10 people at a time, as long as you can stay 6’ apart. Danielle, Aaron
and Pam will all be in the office tomorrow. Aaron said he will do some measuring
in the office and tape it off. We are required to have a sign in sheet upon entry for
tracing purposes. We will require masks. Meetings will remain remote for the time
being.

3. Road Update — Graded Plank Road and working on culvert replacements.

The Road Crew is aware of the brush clearing at West Cemetery; they are
working on culvert replacements at several locations.

4. Town Buildings and Land:

e Aaron has put bids out for the dehumidification system in the town hall; new
roofing and gutters for the front porch on the town hall, and ADA
accessibility to the Old Clerks entrance. As well as a Furnace replacement
at the Fire Dept. / Town garage.

e Aaron has frequently checked the humidity in the town hall and it is about
55% at this time; he stressed in the bid the need to get a system in there
ASAP.

o Aaron will work on the bid for the Riverside Cemetery fence. The Board
discussed the type of fence they want, all agreed to have pressure treated.

e Aaron will continue to look into getting copies of inspection reports from the
MAUSD re: joint sewer system.

e Dean Gilmore offered to show Aaron how to start / run the portable
generator.

AUTHORIZATIONS:
1. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 5/9/20, in
the amount of $4,020.66, seconded by Kathy Barrett Vote by roll call 5 yes / 0 no



2. Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 5/16/20, in
the amount of $3,688.11, seconded by Taborri Bruhl Vote by roll call 5yes/ 0
no

3. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the pay orders for the week ending
5/18/20, in the amount of $416,314.50, which includes payment to the school.
Motion seconded by John Roleau Vote by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

4. Kathy Barrett made a motion to reimburse Kim Callahan $95.37 for the purchase
of markers for the spring kids coloring, seconded by John Roleau. Vote by roll
call5yes/0no

5. John Roleau made a motion to approve the Liquor License for Porky’s Place,
LLC, seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Discussion about the Outside Consumption
Permit having “permanent use” on it; most of the Board agreed the Decision by
the DRB would outweigh what it says on the liquor license. Vote by roll call 4 yes
/ 1 abstention (Walsh)

6. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the Delta Dental Insurance for 2020 —
2021. Motion seconded by Kathy Barrett Vote by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

7. Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve the minutes from 5/5/20, seconded by
Taborri Bruhl Vote by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

MISC. CORRESPONDENCE:
1. Sheriff's Activity Logs

Adjourn: 8:12 pm
Respectfully submitted:
Pam Kingman
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