Town of New Haven Planning Commission Meeting
7:00 pm, Monday, May 13, 2019
New Haven VT Town Office
DRAFT MINUTES

Planning Commission Members Present: Rob Litch, Chair; Benjamin (Benj) Putnam, Co-
Chair; Bev Landon; Dan Monger; and Maggie Eaton
Visitors: Selectboard Vice Chair Kathy Barrett, Selectboard Chair Steve Dupoise, Amanda

Bodell, Jeff Glassberg, John Mazzuchi, Jim Foley, Jay Jipner, Larry Maier

Meeting Commenced: 7:04 PM
1. Adjustments to the Agenda: none
2. Visitors’ Business: none

II. New/Old Business

1. Meeting with candidates for energy plan working group
Maggie reported on the responses to the Front Porch Forum posting for volunteers to
work on drafting an enhanced energy plan. New Haven residents Gary Sundstrom
and Larry Maier both volunteered and both have engineering backgrounds. Mr.
Sundstrom was unable to attend the meeting. Commission members dialoged with
Mr. Maier about his interest.

2. Town Plan Update; Discussion regarding town enhanced energy plan and work
plan
Maggie reported that she would lead the work and that, with Mr. Sundstrom and Mr.
Maier plus the advisors from Addison County Regional Planning Commission and
Efficiency Vermont, the working group would commence with five people. Maggie
might recruit others to assist with specific aspects of the plan as needed. The PC
agreed that Maggie will draft the description of the working group and the
procedures under which the group will operate and report back for approval at the
next PC meeting.

3. Zoning Administrator Position Update
Kathy Barrett reported that the town has postings for both the ZA and the town
administrator position.

4. Energy Updates/Discussions/Reviews - Solar, Vermont Gas
No updates.

5. Report on workshops and educational events
No reports.

6. Report on Addison County Regional Planning activities
Maggie reported that she will begin attending some of the Energy Committee
meetings of the Regional Planning Commission.
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7. Zoning Regulations Revision; Follow-up discussion of proposed Zoning Bylaw
amendment regarding the RA-2 (and RA-5)/RA-10 interface; Zoning map
discussion
Bev reported on a meeting with Chris Chamberlain about preparing a revised zoning
map. Chamberlain had reviewed the zoning files and discussed with Bev the work
required to amend the zoning map to improve its accuracy. This work would begin
after the Town has finalized the zoning language that describes the zoning districts.
She would charge $75 an hour for his work.

The Commission then heard a report from Mr. Mazzuchi of the Lynch & Foley law
firm, representing All Star Fuels LLC. Mazzuchi reviewed his letter sent to the Town
which proposed amendment wording in the zoning bylaws that would more clearly
describe the RA-2, RA-5, and RA-10 zoning districts. He described the effect of the
existing and proposed language on split lots that were in two districts, on the ability
to subdivide such lots, and the effect of the Champlain Oil Supreme Court opinion.
Town attorney Cindy Hill had previously proposed amendment language that would
address the same issue. An extensive discussion took place among the
Commissioners and all visitors about the consequences of the proposed amendment
language. A discussion also took place about whether the amendment should be
interim or permanent in nature. Bev described the history behind the initial Town
zoning bylaws. Benj agreed to review the proposed amendment language, taking into
consideration the comments made about the issue, and prepare suggested zoning
language for review by the Commissioners.

IV. Adjourn

Their being no other matters to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Maggie Eaton
Approved on
Rob Litch Benj Putnam
[abstain]
Beverly Landon Pat Palmer
Dan Monger Maggie Eaton
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