Town of New Haven Planning Commission Meeting
7:00 pm, Monday, September 9, 2019
New Haven VT Town Office
DRAFT MINUTES

Planning Commission Members Present: Rob Litch, Chair; Benjamin (Benj) Putnam, Co-
Chair; Bev Landon; Dan Monger; Pat Palmer; and Maggie Eaton
Visitors: Selectboard Vice Chair Kathy Barrett, Amanda Bodell

I. Meeting Commenced: 7:00 PM
1. Adjustments to the Agenda: none
2. Visitors’ Business: none

II. New Business
1. RA-2/RA10 Discussion

Benj reported that he has been in contact with the Town attorney to discuss
proposed changes to the zoning bylaws. He presented revised language in sections
1001 Aand C, 1002 A and C, 1003 D and E. The intent of the revisions is to eliminate
confusion over the use of the word waiver and to make the rights of owners of split
lots more clear. After extensive discussion, the Commission members decided to
vote on the proposed changes after Benj has had further opportunity to meet with
the Town attorney to ensure that the changes are consistent with the Town plan.

Visitor Bodell inquired about the possibility of conducting traffic studies as part of
this issue. Aaron will obtain information and report on traffic patterns and data from
the bike loop project leaders, VTrans, and the Sherriff's Department, all of which have
data on New Haven road traffic.

2. 2020 Municipal Planning Grant
Aaron has been pursuing opportunities to partner with neighboring towns to apply
for a grant that would pay for energy audits of municipal buildings. So far, only two
towns seem to be logical partners and Aaron will inquire about a joint application
with them. Because the grant application deadline is before the next Planning
Commission meeting, Benj made a motion to authorize Aaron to complete the
necessary approvals and application either with or without the other two towns. Pat
seconded the motion and the motion was approved unanimously.

3. Zoning Map Revisions Update

Aaron reported on conversations with RA Turner about the creation of a current
zoning map. Some issues need to be resolved in order for Aaron to prepare a detailed
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scope of work and to obtain an estimate for this work. The issues include
determining whether the FEMA flood plan data is accurate and whether deed
research is needed to complete the project. Regional Planning will be consulted for
input in the process. The necessity for an accurate map was emphasized by
Commission members and Aaron will continue his work on this project.

III. Standing Items
1. ZA Update

Requests for permits for one garage and one deck have been received plus one
request for a certificate of compliance. Enforcement actions have been pursued
regarding a business in violation of Act 250 which includes a cease and desist
order and a contempt of court finding. Another business was sent a notice of
violation regarding the use of an outdoor pavilion without an occupancy permit.
There were also two unpermitted driveways installed.

2. Town Plan update
a. Nothing to report.

3. Energy Plan Update—Solar, Vermont Gas, Anbaric
Maggie reported on an upcoming meeting with the Town attorney and Regional
Planning regarding work on the enhanced energy plan.

4. Workshops/Education
Aaron reported that he will attend the Vermont Planners Association Annual
Meeting this month. The two top topics are to be on energy and affordable
housing.

5. ACRPC Activities
A meeting of emergency response personnel has been announced that Aaron will
attend on behalf of New Haven. The placement and use of Town generators and
emergency shelters was reviewed.

6. Zoning Revisions
Aaron reported further on his creation of a spreadsheet that would contain a list of
zoning provisions that needed revision, clarification, or creation. The spreadsheet
will be available to edit and update as needed. The Commission members discussed
several topics that could be added to this spreadsheet including driveway standards,
agriculture uses more clearly described, farm onsite businesses, noise, and
improvements in the definitions section of the zoning bylaws.
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IV. The following prior meeting minutes were unanimously approved:
August 12, 2019 (moved by Bev, seconded by Dan).

V. Adjourn
Pat moved to adjourn the meeting. Dan seconded the motion. All members voted
in favor of the motion. There being no other matters to discuss, the meeting was
adjourned at 8:55 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Maggie Eaton

Approved on
Rob Litch Benj Putnam
Beverly Landon Pat Palmer
Dan Monger Maggie Eaton
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