Town of New Haven
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
[Remote]

New Haven Town Office
Monday, November 10, 2025
Meeting Minutes

[Approved by unanimous voice vote at November 24, 2025 PC meeting.]

Planning Commission (PC) Members Present: Kathy Cahill, Maggie Eaton, Benj Putnam
Britney Cyr
ABSENT: Bev Landon, Rob Litch

Staff Present:
Peggy Connor, Zoning Administrator & Minutes

Visitors Present:

Flood Resilience Educator Alison Spasyk, State Nature Conservancy scientist Shayne Jaquith,
Agency of Natural Resources project manager Kyle Medash, and Addison County Regional
Planning Commission (ACRPC) Energy Planner Jolyon Larson

. Call to Order
Co-Chair Kathy Cahill called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.

1. Adjustments to Agenda
None.

2. Visitors’ Business
None.

Il. Zoning Administrator’s Report
PC members are reminded of the Public Hearing on the amended Town Plan scheduled for
Monday, November 24" at 7 p.m.

lll. Presentation Re: Flood Safety Act 121
Power Point Presentation available online at: fsa_presentation 081625.pdf
Highlights include:

e Overview of Vermont flood history

e Factors that make Vermont floods so damaging

¢ Reducing exposure to flood hazards though river corridor regulations and Flood Safety

Act

Kyle explained that the Emergency Relief and Assistance Fund (ERAF) is a key component of
Vermont’s flood resilience strategy. It provides state funding to match federal public assistance
after federally declared disasters. The fund is designed to reimburse eligible public costs, with
federal taxpayers covering 75% of the costs. For disasters after October 23, 2014, Vermont
contributes an additional 7.5%. Communities that take specific steps to reduce flood damage
(i.e., adopting a hazard mitigation program, river corridor protection bylaws), can receive higher
reimbursement rates, with the State contributing 12.5% or 17.5% of the total cost.

Shayne advised that the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation will provide
technical assistance to municipalities as new rules are implemented, and added that the
Addison County Regional Planning Commission is also a helpful resource.

Questions and comments can be sent to:
Shayne Jaquith, The Nature Conservancy (Shayne.Jaquith@tnc.org)
Alison Spasyk, Lake Champlain Sea Grant (Alison.Spasyk@uvm.edu)



http://www.bcrcvt.org/uploads/1/1/1/8/111899771/fsa_presentation_081625.pdf
mailto:Shayne.Jaquith@tnc.org
mailto:Alison.Spasyk@uvm.edu
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IV. ACRPC Energy Planner Jolyon Larson: Review of Updated Energy Plan Portion of
Town Plan

The first draft of the updated Enhanced Energy Plan was previously distributed to Planning
Commission (PC) members who are encouraged to send their comments and questions directly
to Jolyon, particularly regarding recommendations to achieve goals that he suggests found in
the appendix. Jolyon will meet with Maggie Eaton on Wednesday, November 12'" to discuss the
questions and comments she forwarded to Jolyon and PC members, and further revise
elements to include:

o Verifying Low Emissions Analysis Platform (LEAP) targets

o Updating distributed generation capacity

e Incorporating comments by Planning Commission members

Jolyon will join the PC for further discussion of the revised energy plan draft, following the public
hearing on the amended Town Plan on November 24"

Maggie shared highlights of the November 2024 report drafted by the Climate Economy Action
Center of Addison County indicating that agriculture is a major source of greenhouse gas
pollution in our county:

Addison+County+Greenhouse+Gas+Inventory+2024.pdf

V. Discussion: Future Land Use Map Re: Amend Village Area to Include Future Fire
Station

After further review of the updated Town Plan, Town Clerk Pam Kingman suggested that the
proposed fire station on Main Street be made part of the Village Area. ACRPC Community
Planner Katie Raycroft-Meyer agreed and advised that the Act 181 land use map will reflect the
change upon approval of the Planning Commission. Benj Putnam moved to include the future
fire station in the designated Village area; Maggie Eaton seconded. Motion carried with 4 in
favor (K. Cahill, M. Eaton, B. Cyr, B. Putnam), 0 opposed. MOTION PASSED.

VI. Approve Special Planning Commission Meeting Minutes for October 14, 2025
Kathy Cahill moved to approve meeting minutes for October 14, 2025; Britney Cyr seconded.
Motion carried with 4 in favor (K. Cahill, M. Eaton, B. Cyr, B. Putnam), 0 opposed. MOTION
PASSED.

VII. Adjourn
Benj Putham moved to adjourn; Kathy Cahill seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Peggy Connor, ZA


https://static1.squarespace.com/static/669ab22caf715c2262e54d84/t/6733f4a3dca77e48db611704/1731458211792/Addison+County+Greenhouse+Gas+Inventory+2024.pdf

