Town of New Haven Selectboard Meeting
7:00 pm
Tuesday, November 5, 2019
Town Offices

Selectboard: Chair, Steve Dupoise, Vice Chair, Kathy Barrett, Taborri Bruhl and Jim

Walsh

Town Administrator / ZA: Aaron Brown
Selectboard Assistant. Pam Kingman
Absent: John Roleau

Visitors: Road Foreman, Tim Rich, Marcia Dupoise, Bev Landon and Dean Gilmore

ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA:

1.

Aaron Brown has composed a letter to Jeffrey and Alice New at 1683 Dog
Team Road, stating the Town denies the access they installed and does not
recognize it as such, and the Town will not be liable if anything happens, such as
road washouts or accidents caused by the limited sight line. Aaron said he will
have this recorded in the Land Records. This could potentially harm the News if
they need a Certificate of Compliance in the future. Discuss if the Statue of
Limitations runs out, will this still apply. Can a letter be sent again in the future?
Kathy Barrett made a motion approving the letter to Jeffrey and Alice New on
Dog Team Road, not recognizing their curb cut. Motion seconded by Taborri
Bruhl 4 yes /0 no

. Army Corps of Engineers has approved the replacement of the Beaver Creek

Culverts as proposed. The pre-bid meeting was last week on the project, and
then they all went to do a site visit. The goal is to award the contract this year.
Triangle Bike Loop Group that is handling the planning of the project has
shifted on how to handle the tasks. They are asking to receive payment now as
some of the work has been completed. A check is in the pay orders tonight for
approval.

Checkbook balance: Jim Walsh is concerned about the $365k in there that will
be due to the school next spring. The Board received an email from Danielle
Cummings in regards to this. Kathy Barrett said the cash is there, it's not
specified, but it is available; it is designated to the schools for 2020.

Liquor License issuance: Jim Walsh did not realize the Outdoor Consumption
Permit is authorized by the Town Clerk.



VISITORS BUSNESS: None

TOWN ADMINISTRATORS REPORT:

1. Road Update: We experienced a moderate flooding event last week that
impacted River Road from Munger St to Route 7, Quaker Village Road and
Halpin Road. There were several driveway washouts as well. Aaron said it would
be nice to have clearer guidelines as to what the road crew should fix, because
we want to protect our culverts as they are in our right of way. This flood was an
unusual event; a driveway on Dog Team Road was washed out, but the newly
replaced culvert is still in place.

Aaron has met with VTRANS rep. Tyler Birchmore to do a damage assessment
for Federal road work. Therefore the focus was on River Road. They discussed 2
areas along River Road, near Halpin Road that need to be replaced. They also
looked at the trees wedged under the Nash Bridge. Aaron will look into getting
federal highway money to help with clearing the trees. Tomorrow (Wednesday,
Nov. 6, 2019) Aaron will meet with FEMA and look at Beldon Falls Road, Dog
Team Road, Cobble Road, Quaker Village Road as well as several driveway
culverts. Aaron will talk with Tyler about the Quaker Village Road cuiverts a/k/a
Beaver Creek culverts; they may offer some assistance with the fixing and or
replacing the culverts. Road Foreman, Tim Rich has secured some jersey
barriers from the state garage to place on Quaker Village Road to close the road.
The other option would be to try and fast track the whole replacement project;
Aaron has spoken with Robert Clark at Otter Creek Engineering, and he did not
think that would be likely to happen. Robert suggested closing the road. Steve
Dupoise asked if we could make it one lane to get us through. Tim Rich said he
could try and do a temporary fix, but is concerned it may not last or be safe.
Kathy Barrett made a motion to close Quaker Village Road using the jersey
barriers and signage, motion seconded by Steve Dupoise. Discussion: Aaron
said people will need to get used to the road being closed when the replacement
happens. Jim Walsh said Quaker Village is a Class 2 road, is it possible to get
FEMA funds? Aaron will discuss this with Mr. Birchmore on Wednesday. Aaron
and Tim have discussed projects for 2020, they are planning less paving and
more mowing and brush cutting. ACRPC will be putting together a Capital Plan
for us to work with next year.

2. Town Buildings Update: Aaron did a walk through the Town Hall, Garage &
Fire Station with Efficiency Vermont. It was recommended for the garage / fire
station to move towards natural gas, install 3 zones for more efficiency. They
recommended outdoor lighting improvements, with rebates right now, the lights
are free. Refrigeration / freezer were also looked at; they really need more
efficient appliances with energy star ratings. Dean Gilmore said both the



AUTHORIZATIONS:
1.

refrigerator and freezer were donated to the Fire Dept. and they are pretty old.
They store all their soda, Gatorade and water in them because there is no
drinking water for either side of the building. Efficiency VT said they can do a
blower door test in the Town Hall, they also agreed that heat pumps for
dehumidification is a good idea.

. EV Charging Station: Cummings Electric was scheduled to start last week, but

because of the weather, they were unable to.

FEMA Floodplain Mapping Update: Aaron attended a seminar at the llsley
Library in Middlebury last week with US Geological Surveys. The plan is to have
the State Floodplain maps updated in the next 5 years. This will be an overall
improvement, as many of the state’s flood maps date back to the 70’s.
Personnel Policy: Discuss Health Insurance. The Board would like to have the
employees who qualify for health insurance to attend the next meeting on
November 19, 2019 beginning at 6 pm prior to a regular meeting. Jim Walsh
pointed out a sentence in the Personnel Policy wording should be changed to
reflect if you get the buyout, you will not also receive insurance coverage from
the state:fo i 1o b

“ M

Bev Landon handed out copies from the VLCT Municipal Treasurers handbook in
regards to the Selectboard moving funds from the Highway fund to the bridge
fund. Bev is concerned the Selectboard follows through with moving the money
back, and should have a town vote to take it out again. She suggested double
checking with the Town Attorney on the action taken.

. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 10/26/19, in

the amount of $5,538.22, seconded by Kathy Barrett. 4 yes / 0 no

Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 11/02/19, in
the amount of $4,607.86, seconded by Taborri Bruhl. 4 yes / 0 no

Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve the pay orders for the week ending
11/5/19, in the amount of $25,586.75, seconded by Taborri Bruhl. 4 yes / Ono
Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve the tax credits for the week ending
11/5/19, in the amount of $6,843.31, seconded by Taborri Bruhl. 4 yes / 0 no
Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the request by Otter Creek Sliders for
the use of the Town trail between Otter Creek Hwy and Pearson Road for VAST
riders. Motion seconded by Kathy Barrett. 4 yes / 0 no

Don Johnston forwarded his update on where he is on Town owned lands
surveys. He dropped off the final Mylar of the Town owned Gravel Pit located in
Bristol. There is also a duplicate Mylar to be recorded in the Bristol Land
Records.



8. Aaron noticed in the zoning fee schedule there is no fee listed for “Commercial
Development.” Because Aaron had a resident file for one, he charged them the
same fee for “structures over 400 sq. ft.”

Taborri Bruhl made a motion to add a line in the fee schedule to charge the same
for Commercial Development as larger structures which is $90. Motion seconded
by Kathy Barrett. 4 yes / 0 no

9. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the minutes from 10/22/19, seconded by
Kathy Barrett. 4 yes / 0 no

10.Kathy Barrett made a motion to accept with regret the letter of resignation from
Dean Percival from the Conservation Commission. Motion seconded by Taborri
Bruhl. 4 yes / 0 no
The Conservation Commission needs members, it was suggested putting
something in the December newsletter, it is possible some High School students
would show an interest.

OTHER BUSINESS:
1. Taylor Rental has not come to service any of the Towns generators. Jim Walsh
will contact them.
2. Triangle Bike loop will be looking into holding a meeting of all 5 towns, some of
the Selectboard and Aaron should attend.
3. Contact Susan Smiley re: Riverside Cemetery fence

MISC. CORRESPONDENCE:

Adjourn: 8:19 pm
Respectfully submitted:

Pam Kingman
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