Town of New Haven Selectboard Meeting
7:00 pm
Tuesday, November 7, 2023
Town Offices

Selectboard: Chair, John Roleau, Vice Chair, Bruce Many, Mike Audy, Kathy Barrett

and Marie Jewett
Selectboard Assistant: Pam Kingman

Visitors: Steve Dupoise, Alan Mayer, Mark Livingston, Jesse Gillette, Tim Goyette and
Bill Sinks

ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA: Town Hall Sewer gas smell / signage on Town
Hall small portico / Request for-reimbursement for North Street paving / Munger St. Bike
Loop / Planning Commission Hearing on proposed unified zoning bylaws is on Monday,
November 13, 2023 @ 7:00pm

VISITORS BUSNESS:

1. Steve Dupoise has been trying to find a place for a septic system near the
VELCO lot the town would like to purchase for a new Fire Dept. Steve has
reached out to two separate landowners, both of which have respectfully said no.
Steve asked Alan and Mark how far out of town the Fire Dept. would be willing to
go to, if we need to find a different piece of property. Alan and Mark said they
would like to stay as close to the center of town as possible. Mark and Alan will
talk with landowners near the VELCO substation and ask if they’d be willing to
give the town an easement for septic. Discussion about how much space would
be needed, probably compared to 3-bedroom house. Steve Dupoise will let
VELCO know we are still interested in the lot, just need more time to find a
landowner with a lot that perks willing to give the town an easement for septic.
The Board thanked Steve for his continued commitment to the town.

2. Generator at Fire Station follow up: Brookfield Service came to service all
three generators and had reported back that the generator at the Fire Station
needed $2,887.00 of repairs. Mark Livingston went up to check the generator,
but there was no propane in the tank to run it. According to Jackman'’s, the
generator has used less than 40 gallons of propanefyear. After Jackman’s
delivered 100 gallons of propane, Mark, John Palmer and Alan Mayer all went
through the generator, and it ran fine. Mark was under the impression when the
natural gas was hooked up to the Fire Station that everything that had been run
on propane was going to be switched over to natural gas; this never happened.



Pam Kingman will get a quote from Brookfield Service for switching the generator
to natural gas. Alan and Mark will look into having the stove and hot water
switched over as well.

3. Steve Dupoise made a formal request for the Selectboard to allocate an
additional $100k of ARPA funds towards the Train Depot. Kathy Barrett
made a motion to allocate an additional $100k of ARPA funds towards the Depot,
bringing the total to $200k. Motion seconded by John Roleau. 5 yes/ 0 no

4. Steve Dupoise mentioned a tarp may not be needed for the depot for winter. Jim
Northup is going to take a look at the roof to determine if we need to tarp it or not.

5. Concerned Taxpayers re: Town Hall front porches. Jesse Gillette (VIA), Bill
Sinks (Multy Builders, contractor), John Roleau and Pam Kingman did a walk-
through last week. Jesse put together a punch list of items for Multy Builder's to
finish or correct. One of which was temporary railings on the front steps, this was
done last week, which made the large front porch accessible again. Lou Nop,
who is fabricating the railings. is hoping to install them before Thanksgiving.
There are some minor cosmetic items that need to be fixed. The ADA door does
have a lip that needs addressing, someone with a wheelchair would have trouble
getting over it. Bill Sinks is going to contact the Gutter Guys to install the gutter
system, and Multy Builders will remove the old pipes from the outside of the
building that used to be hooked up to remove excess water. The Road Crew will
put pea stone in “splash” areas. Tim Goyette said, as a taxpayer, he has
concerns about the siding not being properly installed. He and a few other
contractors looked at the work. He also noticed the kickplates on the front steps
were cut too short. He said, as a taxpayer, he would like to see everything fixed
prior to the final payment. Bill Sinks added he is a taxpayer too. Bill and Tim
agreed to look at the siding and other concerns Tim has. The Board appreciates
them working together on it.

UPDATES ON:
1. Roads:

« Belden Falls Road has experienced major water issues with all the
rain. The water needs to be diverted, it is overwhelming the culvert by
the trestle. Green Mountain Power had approached the Road Crew
about lowering the road under the trestle to allow larger trucks to go
through. GMP said they would do the work and then pave it. Road
Commissioner, Bruce Many said this is the way to go. It will help drive
the water over the road. GMP said the work will be done next week. If
it continues to flood, we may need {o have a hydraulic study done on
the road.



e Grader is down — may need new head gasket. It is currently in the
shop.

« Ditching on Halpin Road, a new cross culvert was installed, and Eric
Boise used the Backhoe to drag the road.

2. Town Buildings and Land:

e Town Hall front (gym) Doors need to be re-finished. They are special
sized doors but need work to make them more efficient. Pam Kingman
will reach out to Lanny Smith to see if he would stain them and add

weather stripping.

ADJUSTMENTS TO AGENDA:
1. Signage on Town Hall portico: The Board would like the logo to be on the large

front porch and have it match the signage on the Town Office / Library. Pam
Kingman will reach out to Naylor & Breen to find out who did the original signage
on the building.

2. Town Hall sewer gas smell — this has been an ongoing issue. The school had a
smoke test done earlier this year to locate the spot the gas was coming from.
That was repaired this past summer (2023), however the gas smell still lingers.
Pam Kingman has emailed Joel Fitzgerald but has not heard back from him yet.
Bill Sinks said it could be as simple as a dry peat trap or a, bad seal around the
base of a toilet.

3. Kathy Barrett made a motion to sign the Request for Reimbursement in the
amount of $200k, for paving on North Street. Motion seconded by Bruce Many. 5
yes / 0 no This was originally to authorize John to sign, but if we leave it as it, we
don’t have to make the motion after the Hearing Wed night

4. Marie Jewett made a motion to authorize Kathy Barrett to sign the Munger Street
Scoping Study Certification and Acceptance for Project STP BP20(11). Motion
seconded by Bruce Many. 5 yes /0 no

AUTHORIZATIONS:
1. Marie Jewett made a motion to approve pay orders for the week ending 11/7/23,

in the amount of $150,960.75, (this includes tax refunds, outside agencies and
winter salt) seconded by Kathy Barrett. 5yes/0no

2. Mike Audy made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 10/21/23, in the
amount of $4,350.15, seconded by Bruce Many. 5 yes / 0 no

3. Marie Jewett made a motion to approve the payroll for the week ending 10/28/23,
in the amount of $4,299.56, seconded by Mike Audy. 5 yes / 0 no

4. John Roleau made a motion to approve the payroll for the week ending 11/4/23,
in the amount of $4,569.55, seconded by Bruce Many. 5 yes /0 no



5. Vermont League of Cities and Towns (VLCT) Property & Casualty
Intermunicipal Fund, Inc. for uninsured/underinsured motorists. Marie
Jewett explained the Dept. of Financial Regulation is asking municipalities to
clarify in writing what their preference for coverage is. Marie asked for a copy of
the insurance policy to review exactly what and who is covered. Pam Kingman
will ask VLCT to forward a digital copy. A decision was deferred until Marie has
an opportunity to research the Town'’s options.

6. Town Trail — VAST shed: The board received information from our Town
Attorney, Cindy Hill in regard to this. Mike Audy made a motion to not allow
anything to be built along the town trail on the advisement of town counsel.
Motion seconded by Kathy Barrett. 5 yes / 0 no

7. John Roleau made a motion to approve the minutes from 10/17/23, seconded by
Marie Jewett. 5 yes /0 no

8. Marie Jewett made a motion to approve the Abatement meeting minutes from
10/17/23, seconded by Bruce Many. 5 yes / 1 abstention (Roleau)

Adjourn: 8:30 pm
Respectfully submitted:
Pam Kingman
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