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Town of New Haven
*SPECIAL PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
New Haven Town Office
*Tuesday, October 14, 2025
Meeting Minutes

[Approved by unanimous voice vote at November 10, 2025 PC meeting.]

Planning Commission (PC) Members Present: Kathy Cahill, Rob Litch, Maggie Eaton, Benj
Putnam (remote), Britney Cyr
ABSENT: Bev Landon

Staff Present:
Peggy Connor, Zoning Administrator & Minutes

Visitors Present:
Addison County Regional Planning Commission (ACRPC) Energy Planner Jolyon Larson

. Call to Order
Co-Chair Kathy Cahill called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.

1. Adjustments to Agenda
None.

2. Visitors’ Business
None.

ll. Zoning Administrator’s Report
Confirmation PC members received the Selectboard’s letter regarding the Town’s
request to renew the Downtown Village Designation in 2026.

» Flood Resilience Educator Alison Spasyk will join the Planning Commission at its
November 10" meeting to discuss Flood Safety Act 121.

lll. ACRPC Energy Planner Jolyon Larson: Review of Updated Energy Plan Portion of
Town Plan
Jolyon advised that although the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) has
been awarded, the contract is still being finalized with the City of Vergennes and regional
planning. He has nearly completed New Haven’s updated Enhanced Energy Plan and will
distribute to PC members by tomorrow for review. Highlights include:

» Energy analysis and data collection using the Low Emissions Analysis Platform (LEAP)
to help create strategies for meeting Vermont’s climate goal targets.

» Work is being done simultaneously to update county towns’ and regional energy plans.

» The goal is to finalize New Haven’s Energy Plan, which is part of the Town Plan that was

recently amended to include ACRPC recommended changes, for a vote in March.

Distributed Generation (DG) survey results specific to New Haven indicate that the town

has exceeded its electricity needs with renewable energy.

The state Climate Action Office proposes new maps be included in the town’s Energy

Plan that show habitat blocks which promote carbon sequestration, the process of

capturing and storing atmospheric carbon dioxide to reduce its concentration and

combat climate change.

» New formatting of the updated Energy Plan shows current use and LEAP targets for five
categories: 1) residences, 2) commercial spaces, 3) industrial spaces, 4) transportation
and 5) electricity.

> Jolyon suggested meeting with the PC again on November 10" to follow up with their
comments on the updated Enhanced Energy Plan.

Y VY



60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
&9
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110

Town of New Haven
Special Planning Commission Meeting
October 14, 2025

» Jolyon will send a pdf file of the updated Energy Plan to Maggie who will then distribute
the plan to all PC members. Comments should be sent to Jolyon directly.

Prior to the November 10" meeting, Jolyon suggested PC members consider the following:

o Proposals to meet future energy targets; i.e., thermal, transportation, electric so that they
will be more tightly tailored to New Haven as a community.

¢ Promoting rooftop solar as well as canopy solar for parking lots, as these options are the
least disruptive to the natural spaces within the community.

o Require regular look-back period to determine what has been accomplished or changed
since the plan’s adoption.

¢ All new development should be designed to be storage-ready to make future adoption
less expensive (i.e., battery storage in shipping containers) by adding approximately one
acre to space profile.

DISCUSSION:

Maggie asked if the updated Energy Plan addresses the impact of agriculture; specifically, cows
that contribute to greenhouse gas emissions primarily through methane, a potent gas released
when cows burp. She noted that some ways to reduce these emissions include feeding cows
seaweed additives or selectively breeding for low-methane-producing traits.

Jolyon advised that the PC may consider adding a section on agriculture, but it is typically
included as a subsection of commerce or industry. He added that the plan might include an
evaluation of the feasibility of developing a methane digester; however, Jolyon pointed out that
the Energy Plan differs from a Climate Plan which focuses on energy use in that sector. It was
agreed to talk more about the topic of agriculture at the Planning Commission’s next meeting
when members have had an opportunity to review the draft Energy Plan.

Maggie asked if Act 181 maps conflict with those included in the Energy Plan. Jolyon had not
looked at that question at great length but will consult with regional planner GIS Manager
Hannah Andrew and Community Planner Danelle Birong to provide more information.

IV. Next Steps Re: Enhanced Energy Plan Update

1) Updated Energy Plan draft to be sent to Maggie for distribution to all PC members
2) PC comments/questions sent individually to Jolyon prior to next meeting

3) November 10" follow-up meeting

V. Next Steps for Re-adoption of Town Plan: Schedule Public Hearing Date/Review
Proposed Public Hearing Notice
Noting time constraints for the re-adoption process, including notification to abutting
municipalities 30 days prior to the Planning Commission’s first public hearing, PC members
agreed to move forward with re-adopting the Town Plan only, and finalize the updated
Enhanced Energy Plan for adoption at a later date.

Kathy Cahill moved to hold a public hearing on the amended Town Plan on Monday, November
24 Benj Putnam seconded. Motion carried 5-0 (R. Litch, K. Cahill, M. Eaton, B. Cyr, B.
Putnam). MOTION PASSED.
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Town of New Haven
Special Planning Commission Meeting
October 14, 2025

VI. Approve Planning Commission Meeting Minutes for September 8, 2025
Benj Puthnam moved to approve meeting minutes for September 8, 2025; Rob Litch seconded.
Motion carried with 3 in favor (K. Cahill, R. Litch, B. Putnam), 0 opposed, and 2 abstaining (M.
Eaton, B. Cyr). MOTION PASSED.

VIl. Adjourn

Maggie Eaton moved to adjourn; Britney Cyr seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Peggy Connor, ZA



