Town of New Haven Selectboard Meeting
7:00 pm
Tuesday, October 17, 2023
Town Offices

Selectboard: Chair, John Roleau, Vice Chair, Bruce Many, Mike Audy, Kathy Barrett

and Marie Jewett
Selectboard Assistant: Pam Kingman

Visitors: Susan Smiley and David Lewis

ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA: Gym Floor / Parking lot safety / Cherry Tree /
Town Hall Application

VISITORS BUSNESS:
1. Conservation Commission Co-Chairs, Susan Smiley and David Lewis came

to discuss the wildlife crossing study the Conservation Commission is looking
into for New Haven. They have been in communication with Sophie Mazowita
who is a certified animal tracker. Along with Jans Hilske, they have identified 10
specific corridors where wildlife is crossing roads in New Haven. Said roads
include Lime Kiln Rd., Route 17, Campground Rd., South St., River Rd. and
Sumner Rd. Kathy Barrett said she is surprised North St is not included. Susan
will be in touch with Kathy about North St. Sophie has been able to acquire 10
heavy duty game cameras from the State that they would like to mount on trees
at certain “crossings” once they have permission form landowners. They also
asked permission from the Selectboard to mount cameras within the Towns right
of way. The Board has no issues with it. However, if placing the cameras up
along Route 17, they will need permission from the State. The Board suggested
making sure the cameras will be secured tightly to each tree to prevent them
from being stolen or vandalized. The Conservation Commission will ask
volunteers to check the cameras monthly to download the photos and forward
them to Sophie. Mike Audy asked what the end game is of this study. Susan
Smiley said at the end of the project, they would like to forward their findings to
the Planning Commission so the results could be considered in the town plan.
Sophie did a 3-year study in the Town of Waltham and created an overlay map
for their tax maps; she is currently working with the Town of Bristol. The
Conservation Commission has money in their budget to pay for the study. The
Board thanked Susan and David for coming.



ADJUSTMENTS TO AGENDA:

1. Town Hall Gym - several scuff marks were left on the gym floor after the line
dancing event held on October 7, 2023. Beeman staff brought them to our
attention. The floor is due to be refinished over the summer of 2024, Danielle
Hubbell and Pam Kingman feel the scuffs can easily be buffed out when the
floors are refinished. There is also a matter of the key missing that was given to
Andrea Ward who led the Line Dancing event. Pam Kingman has spoken with
Andrea who insists she left the key in the drop box. If the key does not turn up
within the week, the Selectboard directed Pam Kingman to use the cost of a new
key out of the $50.00 deposit. **Update — the key has been located. **

2. Town Office / Library parking lot safety. There has been someone sleeping in
the parking lot for approximately 1 month. Pam Kingman alerted the VSP and
asked them to approach the person. For safety, the parking lot lights will be on
overnight. ** Update to person sleeping in car. A State Trooper contacted the
person and said she is homeless and is not a threat to anyone. He told her since
it is public parking she could stay here. The Selectboard agreed to purchase “No
overnight parking” signs for the Town Hall / Town Office / Library Parking lot.

3. Town Hall Application: John Roleau made a motion to approve Ashley
Bessette and family to use the Town Hall for Raymonde Bessette’s funeral
reception on Saturday, October 21, 2023, from 9:00 am — 5:00 pm. Fees waived.
Motion seconded by Marie Jewett. 5yes/0 no

4. Small Cherry Tree on front lawn of Town Office / Library. Bev Landon has
sent in a complaint about the small cherry tree on the front lawn of the Town
office / Library saying it is planted within the Town’s right of way. She has
complained about the tree in the past, and a limb was removed for a better site
line. Now she wants the tree cut down. John Roleau looked into moving said tree
and it would cost $500. The tree is perfectly healthy, and Bev is the only person
to ever complain about it. It has been there for 14 years. Bruce many made a
motion to leave the tree where it is, seconded by Marie Jewett. 4 yes / 1
abstention (Roleau)

UPDATES ON:
1. Roads:
e McCullough will start crushing in the pit this week.
e Several winter salt deliveries this week.
o Halpin Road will be closed on Monday, October 23, 2023, for culvert
installation.
¢ Bruce Many has been ditching Halpin Road this week.



e Sumner Road — the grant has been extended for work on this road,
so the road crew will hold off until the spring. Residents can use the
road as it is currently.

e International Truck is in the shop, may need a new oil pan.

2. Town Buildings and Land:
e Town Hall front porches are nearing completion.

AUTHORIZATIONS:

1. Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 10/7/23, in
the amount of $5,645.59, seconded by John Roleau. 5 yes /0 no

2. Marie Jewett made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 10/14/23, in
the amount of $5,536.73, seconded by Bruce Many. 5 yes /0 no

3. Marie Jewett made a motion to approve the pay orders for the week ending
10/17/23, in the amount of $121,403.88, (this includes paving Plank Rd.)
seconded by Mike Audy. 5 yes /0 no

4. John Roleau made a motion to approve the pay orders for the week ending
10/17/23, in the amount of $278,870.00, (this includes fund transfers and yearly
appropriations), seconded by Bruce Many. 5yes/0no"

5. Kathy Barrett made a motion to acknowledge receipt of the bank statements and
financials for September 2023. Motion seconded by John Roleau. 5 yes /0 no

6. Brookfield Service estimate for repairs to the generator at the Fire Station will be
forwarded to New Haven Fire Dept.

7. John Roleau made a motion to approve the minutes from 9/3/23, seconded by
Bruce Many. 5 yes / 0 no

OTHER BUSINESS:
1. Marie Jewett asked if anyone had heard from VELCO re: the purchase of the

property for the Fire Dept. No one had, Marie will reach out to Steve Dupoise.

Adjourn; 7:39 pm
Respectfully submitted:
Pam Kingma
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