Town of New Haven Special Selectboard Meeting
7:00 pm
Tuesday, October 22, 2019
Town Offices

Selectboard: Chair, Steve Dupoise (via SKYPE), Vice Chair, Kathy Barrett, Taborri
Bruhl, John Roleau and Jim Walsh

Town Administrator / ZA: Aaron Brown

Treasurer: Barb Torian

Minute taker: Danielle Cummings

Visitors: Bev Landon and Victor Laberge

ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA:

1. Tourterelle Restaurant and Inn LLC Liquor License: Taborri Bruhl made a
motion to approve Torterelle’s request for a liquor license, motion seconded by
John Roleau. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no

2. Authorization for the local emergency management plan: The selectboard
already approved the local emergency management plan on August 27; Aaron
just needed a second authorization with a signature from someone with ICS
Training and a selectboard member.

VISITORS BUSNESS:

1. Victor Laberge Interest in DRB Alternate: Steve Dupoise feels that Victor
would be a good candidate for the DRB. Kathy agrees with Steve, Victor went
through the DRB process with his own application and feels that Victor was very
conscientious and he would make a good alternate. Kathy Barrett made a motion
to appoint Victor Laberge as a DRB alternate term ending in April 2021. Taborri
Bruhl seconded the motion. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no.

TOWN ADMINISTRATORS REPORT:

1. Road Update: There was minor flooding October 17 and the road crew had to
close River Road, Halpin Road, and South Street. Halpin Road needed
regrading. While spreading gravel a large branch hit the head board causing
$634 in damage to one of the town trucks, which is less than the deducible so we
will not be filing an insurance claim. John Roleau wanted to note that this is
Ron’s second accident of the season. This is also his last week of the season.
Road Foreman, Tim Rich had mentioned that they may need to make a new turn



around on Sumner road. Fresh Coat fixed the line striping on Pearson Road. The
road crew will also be putting off replacing the three culverts on the end of Hunt
road and the culvert on the village green until next year.

2. Town Hall Update/ Efficiency Vermont re: Building Audits Aaron will be doing
a walk though of the town hall and fire department with Efficiency Vermont on
Friday. This is not an in-depth audit but will give a starting point to prepare for
one. Also, the installation of the EV charging station will start next week.

3. Personnel Policy: Aaron Brown wanted to change some of the wording on the
first page regarding the road crew and town administrator’s hours worked. The
policy currently states “expected to work 40 hours per week”, Aaron would like to
change it to shall work 40 hours per week. The selectboard all agreed with this
change. There was also a lot of discussion on a health insurance plan. Taborri
Bruhl proposed a plan with a high deductible and a health savings account.
Kathy Barrett proposed staying with the platinum plan. The selectboard is looking
to put a plan in place that would be in the personal policy; therefore they wouldn’t
have to revisit health insurance every year. The town treasurer and her assistant
are going to work on a spread sheet giving the board different options. Barb
Torian pointed out that what the personal policy states about what makes an
employee eligible for simple IRA wording is different than what the IRS states
what makes an employee eligible. Barb is going to correct this. Jim Walsh made
a motion to allow Aaron to participate in the simple IRA starting in January 2020.
Seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes/ 0 no

4. Town Green Trash: When R&L Rubbish picks up the trash off the green they
will bill the town $10. They picked up the garbage twice this summer. We are
also getting rid of the portlet at the town garage and purchased a hide-a-key for
R&L. This will come to a $50 per month savings to the town.

AUTHORIZATIONS:

1. Letter of Support for Vergennes Economic Corridor Study: The town of New
Haven is asked to send a letter to support the Vergennes economic corridor
study; Vergennes needs support from the surrounding towns to receive funds
from the state. The Town of Ferrisburgh adopted the generic letter put out by
Regional Planning. The Town of Waltham’s letter stated that they were on the
fence due to not knowing enough information. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to
authorize Steve Dupoise to sign the generic letter of support once Aaron adapts
the letter to the Town. Jim Walsh seconded the motion. Vote taken by roll call, 5
yes/ 0 no.



2. Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 10/12/2019,
in the amount of $4,250.58, seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call, 5
yes/ 0 no.

3. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 10/19/2019,
in the amount of $4,415.38, seconded by John Roleau. Vote taken by roll call, 5
yes/ 0 no.

4. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the pay orders for the yearly budgeted
expenses and outside agencies dated 10/16/2019, in the amount of $217,885.25,
seconded by Kathy Barrett. Vote taken by roll call, 5 yes/ 0 no.

5. Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve the pay orders for the property tax
credits in the amount of $20,128.44 dated 10/17/2019. Seconded by John
Roleau. Vote taken by roll call, 5 yes/ 0 no.

6. John Roleau made a motion to approve the weekly pay orders for week ending
10/24/2019 for the amount of $85,727.88. Seconded by Kathy Barrett. Vote taken
by roll call, 5 yes/ 0 no.

7. Kathy Barrett made a motion to accept the September financials and bank
statements. Seconded by John Roleau. Vote taken by roll call, 5 yes/ 0 no.

8. Kathy Barrett made a motion to move $200,000 from the road fund budget to the
bridge fund. Seconded by Taborri Bruhl. Vote taken by roll call, 5 yes/ 0 no.

9. Taborri Bruhl made a motion to approve the minutes from 10/08/2019. Kathy
Barrett seconded the motion. Vote taken by roll call 4 yes/ 1 abstain (JR)

OTHER BUSINESS:

1. Memory Tree: Steve Dupoise talked with Deanna Boise, who was part of the
class that planted the tree; she doesn’t see a problem with replacing the tree.
John Roleau has been in touch with Green Haven and they suggest planting a 7-
8 foot Norway spruce and to move the tree a little for it to get more sun light.
Steve Dupoise made a motion to have Peter Norris with Green Haven Nursery to
remove and plant a new tree. Kathy Barrett seconded the motion, vote taken by
roll call 5 yes.

2. VELCO: Steve Dupoise received an email from VELCO asking that after the
town receives the filing for their project if the selectboard would draft a letter of
support. Steve mentioned in his response to VELCO; during their public meeting
people didn’t like the color of the building. They suggested a more muted red or
even gray. Kathy Barrett also wanted to address some concerns they purposed
during the DRB presentation. They were concerned about the accessibility of the
building, on all sides for the Fire Department. After talking with the Fire Dept,
they changed from a sprinkler system to a foam suppression system. Jim Walsh
received an email from the Public Utility Commission regarding fiber optic; they
will be setting up a meeting with Jim, Steve, and VELCO.



Executive Session: Taborri Bruhl made a motion to go into executive session at
8:28pm with Town Administrator, Aaron Brown to discuss a potential legal action.
Motion seconded by John Roleau. Vote taken by roll call, 5 yes/ 0 no

Kathy Barrett made a motion to come out of executive session at 8:58 pm, seconded by
Jim Walsh. Vote taken by roll call 5 yes / 0 no. **No action taken

MISC. CORRESPONDENCE:
October 7, 2019 FEMA re: Risk Management Assessment and Mapping Meeting
October 8, 2019 Town of Panton re: Vergennes Economic Corridor
October 9, 2019 BlueCross re: Estimated 2020 Premiums
October 15, 2019 Comcast re: Emergency Contact Information

Adjourn: 9:00 pm
Respectfully submitted:
Danielle Cummlngs
Approved on // S //Q
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