Town of New Haven Planning Commission Meeting
7:00 pm, Monday, June 10, 2019
New Haven VT Town Office
MINUTES

Planning Commission Members Present: Rob Litch, Chair; Benjamin (Benj) Putnam, Co-
Chair; Bev Landon; Dan Monger; Pat Palmer; and Maggie Eaton
Visitors: Selectboard Vice Chair Kathy Barrett, Amanda Bodell, Jeff Glassberg, Anthony

(Tony) Stout

I. Meeting Commenced: 7:05 PM
1. Adjustments to the Agenda: none
2. Visitors’' Business: none

II. New/Old Business

1. Zoning Administrator/Town Administrator position update
Candidate Aaron Brown has accepted the position and will begin work after July 4,
2019. Maggie will inform him about the scheduling of the Planning Commission and
that a ZA report will be a regular agenda item on the PC agenda.

2. Town Plan Update; Discussion regarding town enhanced energy plan and
working group plan
Maggie reported that Pam Marsh, a former PC and SB member, has joined the
working group. The PC members approved this additional member. The other
members of the working group are New Haven residents Gary Sundstrom, Larry
Maier, and Maggie Eaton. Adam Lougee of the ACRPC is the principle advisor.
Maggie proposed the following operating procedures for the working group (some of
which had been approved at previous meetings and with some additional input from
the PC members):
The Energy Plan Working Group will operate under the supervision of the Planning
Commission. Maggie will provide the PC with an update at each of the regular
meetings of the PC. This working group will operate for the sole and time-limited
purpose of drafting an enhanced energy plan to be submitted to the New Haven
Planning Commission for its consideration and the subsequent consideration of the
Selectboard. Once that task has been completed, this working group will disband. It is
expected that much of the work of the group will consist of research and drafting
which will be performed outside of meetings. Meetings of the group will occur when
significant matters or decisions require group discussion. The working group will
also report at Town Meetings. In the interest of public disclosure, the working group
will hold its meetings under the special meeting provision of Vermont’s open
meeting requirements (1 V.S.A. § 310 and 1 V.S.A. § 312(c)(2)), with the meeting
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notices being posted as soon as possible when the meeting dates are confirmed.
These meeting notices will also be posted on Front Porch Forum. The working group
will consist of between 3-7 members, all of whom will be New Haven residents.
Various consultants and advisors will be invited to assist with the work from time to
time and these people do not need to be New Haven residents. The working group
will be assisted by the ACRPC.
Benj moved and Bev seconded a motion to approve these procedures. All members
voted in favor of the motion.

3. Energy Updates/Discussions/Reviews - Solar, Vermont Gas
Pat reported that inspections were occurring to verify the depth of installed gas lines.

4. Report on workshops and educational events
No reports.

5. Report on Addison County Regional Planning activities
No reports.

6. Zoning Regulations Revision

7. Follow-up discussion of proposed Zoning Bylaw amendment regarding the RA-
2 (and RA-5)/RA-10 interface; Zoning map discussion
These two agenda items were combined. The PC reviewed and commented on Benj’s
modified revisions of the Bylaws language based on the proposed amendment
language from the Town attorney. An extensive discussion was held about the
proposed changes that will correct the discrepancies between the Bylaws language
and the zoning map for RA 2/RA 10 lots. Also discussed was the appropriateness of
the wording “split lot waiver” under §1003 of the Bylaws. Kathy reminded the
members that there are no provisions in the Bylaws for a waiver and that another
word will have to be selected to reflect the intent of the section. Another major topic
concerned the preference for proceeding with interim vs permanent zoning bylaws
amendments. The procedures for both were reviewed. The PC then heard from
visitor Tony Stout of the Lakeside Environmental Group LLC, a consulting firm where
Tony consults on development planning and Act 250 matters. Representing Jeff
Glassberg, he expressed a preference for proceeding to adopt permanent zoning
bylaws amendments since he did not see an emergency situation that would warrant
the adoption of interim zoning. Bev commented that the zoning language and map
discrepancy was the urgent matter that the PC needed to address. Also, concerning
RA 2 road frontage, Tony expressed an opinion that making it easier to
conventionally subdivide small lots with homes every 200 feet was contrary to the
town plan. Tony encouraged the PC to consider moving to more planned unit
development zoning and believes that the time is ripe to make such changes. His
positions were supplemented with written materials and maps. He offered to attend
another PC meeting to more fully explain a map that he had prepared with
suggestions for density zoning. On behalf of the PC, Benj welcomed this offer. The PC
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ultimately agreed that Benj would consult the Town attorney about the issues
discussed and the appropriateness of adopting interim or permanent zoning changes.

The preparation of an updated zoning map will take place once these changes and
the process to adopt them have been completed.

8. The following prior meeting minutes were unanimously approved:
March 18, 2019 (moved by Benj, seconded by Pat)
April 8, 2109 (moved by Benj, seconded by Maggie)
May 13, 2109 (moved by Dan, seconded by Rob)
May 30, 2109 (moved by Maggie, seconded by Benj)
June 4, 2109 (moved by Benj, seconded by Dan)

IV. Adjourn

Pat moved to adjourn the meeting. Bev seconded the motion. All members voted in favor of
the motion. There being no other matters to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:55 PM

Respectfully Submitted,
Maggie Eaton
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