Town of New Haven Selectboard Meeting
7:00 pm
Tuesday, September 17, 2024
Town Offices

Selectboard: Chair, John Roleau, Vice Chair, Marie Jewett, Mike Audy, Kathy Barrett

and Bruce Many
Selectboard Assistant: Pam Kingman

Visitors: Del Thompson, Jay Best, Jr., Steve Dupoise, Marcia Dupoise and Mark
Livingston

ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA: RR Crossing sign for Campground Rd. / River Rd.
low hanging branches / VT Gas — 45 Day Notice / Hire Sheriffs Dept. while filling
driveways along River Rd.

VISITORS BUSNESS:

1. Del Thompson is running for State Representative in the Addison-5
District; he felt it was important to introduce himself to the Board. He has served
on the Bridport Selectboard for 6 years. He is running because he wants to see a
better balance represented in Montpelier. He voiced concerns about the housing
crisis, funding for schools and the mandates put onto schools are too costly. He
wants to keep the line of communication open with the Selectboard, Del handed
out his card to the Board. The Board thanked him for coming.

2. Steve Dupoise — Depot Update: The Town has received the Paul Bruhn grant
in the amount of $100k for the roof replacement. This now frees up the ARPA
money allocated to the Depot and Steve would like to use it towards putting the
doors and windows back in as well as insulating the building. He would like to get
an RFP out as soon as possible. The ARPA funds must be obligated by the end
of the year.

John Roleau made a motion to authorize Steve Dupoise to put an RFP out for
the Depot windows and doors to be re-installed and insulating the building.
Motion seconded by Bruce Many. 5 yes / 0 no

3. ARPA Funds need to be obligated by the end of this year. Steve Dupoise said
the Selectboard decided to use these funds to benefit the town. He suggested
putting money into the bridge fund towards the Dog Team Bridge replacement.
Kathy Barrett didn't think we could put ARPA money into a fund. Discussion
about the best place to obligate the ARPA Funds by the end of the year.
Obligating means contracts or quotes on designated projects must be in hand by
December 31, 2024. Bruce Many mentioned the need for culvert replacement on



Belden Falls Road by the trestie. Bruce Many will reach out to Robert Clark at
Otter Creek Engineering. Pam Kingman added we need asbestos remediation in
the Town Hall on the first floor. She is waiting to hear back from a remediation
company.

4. Letter from BCA Chair to the Selectboard requesting more information from
Listers prior to any future tax appeals. In the letter, the BCA is requesting the
Listers forward pertinent information in order for the BCA to make an informed
decision about why the appellant is appealing. Lister, Jay Best disagrees with the
requests in the letter. For the Town Wide reappraisal nothing will change until the
reappraisal has been completed in 2026. He added that anyone can appeal a
property, it doesn’t have to be the owner. He feels the BCA has no authority over
the Listers as they are elected. None of the BCA members asked the Listers for
any information prior to the tax appeal; if the person didn’t understand the appeal
process, then they should have asked for information prior to the appeal. After
much discussion, the Selectboard feels the listers will not offer help to the BCA
for upcoming tax appeals. The Board would like to work with the Listers, not be
adversaries. The letter will be deferred to another meeting.

UPDATES ON:
1. Roads:

o Discussion about NG Advantage Company hauling Natural Gas from
Milton, Vermont to the Ticonderoga paper mill in New York State. They
have been using Route 17 west ever since their second fire in
Ferrisburgh involving their trucks. The original plan proposed by Vermont
Gas called for the natural gas pipeline to run under Lake Champlain from
Middlebury, VT to the paper mill; however, was shot down. NG
Advantage took it upon themselves to change routes and start using
Route 17 west into New Haven Junction from 22A in order to stay out of
the City of Vergennes. The New Haven town office has received
complaints from residents along Route 17 since the trucks started using
this route. Danielle Hubbell reached out to Vergennes City Officials who
said they did not ask the company to change routes. The Selectboard is
not sure what recourse the town has because Route 17 is a state road. It
would have been appreciated if NG Advantage had reached out to town
officials to let them know they were coming into New Haven. If the state
permits hazardous materials to be transported by trucks, there isn't much
the town can do. Discuss the City of Vergennes has been looking to re-
route truck traffic away from the city for several years. John Roleau will
reach out to Vergennes Mayor, Chris Bearor, to discuss the situation.



Updates given by Road Commissioner, Bruce Many:

2.

e Truck Quotes: defer until we get an additional quote.

e Town Hill Road - culvert that was just redone has become undermined
by the heavy rainfall earlier in the summer. Bruce said he and the road
crew will be able to repair it.

¢ River Road and Pearson Road have been paved.

e Sumner Road — Chris LaPete has it on his schedule.

e Personnel — Can accrued vacation time be paid for instead of taking
time off. This is currently not addressed in the Personnel policy. Marie
Jewett said she has access to sample wording that the Selectboard
can consider, that has been vetted by an HR attorney.

Town Buildings and Land:
e« Town Halli flooring - defer

ADJUSTMENTS TO AGENDA:

1.

2.

Railroad Crossing sign for Campground Road: The Road Crew has ordered a
new sign to replace the one that was damaged.

Low hanging branches along River Road from the Audy farm going south.
Mike Audy is receiving complaints about the branches hitting trucks, he
wondered if some ARPA funds can be used to hire a company to do the south
end where branches hang over into the road. John Roleau will contact Craig
Brown to get an estimate.

VT GAS - 45 Day Notice: Kathy Barrett made a motion authorizing town
attorney, Cindy Hill, to file an intervention and notice of appearance on behalf of
the town in regard to the VT Gas Petition. Motion seconded by Mike Audy. 5 yes
/0 no

Road Foreman aske the Addison County Sheriff’'s Dept. to patrol River Road
while they fill in driveways and fill in the ditches after River Road paving. The
Board is fine with this.

AUTHORIZATIONS:

1.

2.

Marie Jewett made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 9/14/24, in
the amount of $3,843.75, seconded by Mike Audy. 5 yes /0 no

Marie Jewett made a motion to approve payroll for the week ending 9/7/24, in the
amount of $3,824.16, seconded by Kathy Barrett. 5 yes/ 0 no

John Roleau made a motion to approve the pay orders for the week ending
9/17/24, in the amount of $16,166.25, seconded by Kathy Barrett. 5yes/0 no
Kathy Barrett made a motion to acknowledge receipt of the bank statements and
financials for the month of August. Motion seconded by Marie Jewett. 5 yes / 0

no



5. Mike Audy made a motion to approve the liquor license / catering for Sugared
Rim, LLC at Field Days on 9/28/24 during a horse show. Motion seconded by
John Roleau. 4 yes/ 1 no (Jewett)

6. Mike Audy made a motion to approve the minutes from 9/03/2024, seconded by
Kathy Barrett. 5 yes /0 no

7. Mike Audy made a motion to approve the BCA Tax Appeal minutes from 9/6/24,
seconded by John Roleau. 4 yes / 1 abstention (Many)

8. Kathy Barrett made a motion to approve the BCA Tax Appeal minutes from
8/6/24, seconded by John Roleau. 3 yes / 2 abstentions (Audy / Many)

Adjourn: 8:32 pm
Respectfully submitted:
Pam Kingman
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