The sharp corner east of the Fitts farmhouse was always called “The Dugout” but I never knew why until I
perused the New Haven town report for 1939. It showed that a wagon drill and state drills and equipment with
550 pounds of dynamite and 50 exploders were used on a ledge job on River Road. These pictures from the
UVM landscape project online show the location of that work. Furthermore Francis McQuillan (husband of my
husband’s aunt) was the loader operator on that job.

LS23029_000 Dr. Walker and Beoch Bly
' Town: County: State:
New Haven Addison Vermont
Date:
1939
Description:

This is 3 black and white image of Dr Walker and Beoch Bly
M of Middiebury This photo was taken of blasting that was done

1 in New Haven and in Bristol during the fall of 1932 The two
o men look very distinguished in their long black coats and suit

e and tie. The ground that they are standing on appears have
remnants of some blasting or hay on it. You can see the trees
=4 in the background of the photo. Dr. Walker has 3 bag that is
W hung over his shoulder and Beogh Bly is holding a pipe All
—= image rights resernved to Henry Shaldon Museum,

0= ‘:I . [b T ww henrysheldonmuseum org










y 33
O s

The corn crib that sits north of the horse barn shows in tis phto of the blasted ledge at the Dugout.



Photo 1.

All image rights reserved to Henry Sheldon Museum, www.henrysheldonmuseum.org. Bev Landon writes on 2011-04-05:
This is a sharp corner on River Road in New Haven just west of where Halpin Road intersects. It was always called
theDugout. Perhaps because it really was dugout following the blast of ledge. William F. Fitts owned property both sides
of the road.

Photo 3

Bev Landon writes on 2011-04-05: This is a sharp bend just south of where Halpin Road intersects River Road. There is a
large ledge which was being blasted to provide a wider roadway for traffic. | found expenditures in the town report for
1939 for what they called the "ledge job". The property in the foreground is a cornfield belonging to William F. Fitts.

Photo 4

Bev Landon writes on 2011-04-05: Site is on River Road in New Haven just west of the intersection with Halpin Road.
This photo likely follows LS23012 as the dust from the blasting of the ledge appears to be expanding and thinning. The
property on both sides of the road belong to William F. Fitts whose family had been there over 100 years.

Photo 5 .
Bev Landon writes on 2011-04-05: This view of the "Dugout” blasting of the ledge is looking west and is located on River
Road in New Haven at the William F. Fitts farm.

Photo 6

Bev Landon writes on 2011-04-05: Location is River Road in New Haven on the William F. Fitts farm. This view is facing
east and shows some large sections of ledge already blasted.

Photo 7.

Bev Landon writes on 2011-04-05: River Road in New HavenVermont looking west where the blasting appears to be
finished at the Dugout. You can see a small building to the left of the parked cars which is the corn crib on my Grandfather
William F. Fitts farm.

1939 New Haven Town Report

Road Commissioner was Amos L. Roleau (grandfather of Amos L. Roleau I1I)
Foreman from the State of Vermont Highway Department was C. W. Sargent (my husband’s grandfather)
Francis McQuillan was the loader operator for the State of Vermont Highway Dept. (my husband’s uncle)

Other town persons working were: C.C.Bennett (my uncle)
Clifford Elmer
Ralph Briggs
A.E. Stokes
F. W. Swaine
W. S. Langdon, spreading gravel
J. A. Higbee, labor on machinery
R. A. Peck, driving tractor

Working from Bristol were: Alec Hammond
Gerald Scribner, truck & driver (my husband’s uncle)

The loader and shovel and grader apparently belonged to the State of Vermont.

Much later that year, the town paid William F. Fitts (my grandfather) $10.00 for 200 yards of gravel used for
Belden Road.



Yet another revision of this treacherous area happened in 1983 during the last of George Marsceill’s
employment as the town Road Commissioner. By the way, he certainly saved the town lots of money with his
expertise regarding equipment repairs and care.

A huge culvert was purchased and installed in the old waterway. Over the years the river changed its own
course by straightening itself passing by the Nash farm residence and barn. It used to turn left beyond the Nash
bridge and then curve around the inside edge of the highway then heading north westerly to its current
waterway. The culvert was placed in the dormant curve which provided a less dangerous curve in the highway.
The ledge concealed the road from sunshine that would help melt the ice and snow. It was an extremely
slippery place and many a traveler came to the door of the Fitts Place seeking a phone call for assistance. Back
then cell phones did not exist.

Legal documents were recorded in 1983 from my family to the town regarding relocation of the roadway.
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